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Resumo

Observações realizadas nas últimas três décadas confirmaram que o universo se encontra
em um estado de expansão acelerada. Essa aceleração é atribuída à presença da chamada
energia escura, cuja origem permanece desconhecida. A maneira mais simples de se modelar
a energia escura consiste em introduzir uma constante cosmológica positiva nas equações
de Einstein, cuja solução no vácuo é então dada pelo espaço de de Sitter. Isso, por sua vez,
indica que a cinemática subjacente ao espaço-tempo deve ser aproximadamente governada
pelo grupo de de Sitter SOp1, 4q, e não pelo grupo de Poincaré ISOp1, 3q.
Nesta tese, adotamos tal argumento como base para a conjectura de que o grupo que

governa a cinemática local é o grupo de de Sitter, com o desvio em relação ao grupo de
Poincaré dependendo ponto-a-ponto do valor de um termo cosmológico variável. Com o
propósito de desenvolver tal formalismo, estudamos a geometria de Cartan na qual o espaço
modelo de Klein é, em cada ponto, um espaço de de Sitter com o conjunto de pseudo-raios
definindo uma função não-constante do espaço-tempo. Encontramos que o tensor de
torção nessa geometria adquire uma contribuição que não está presente no caso de uma
constante cosmológica. Fazendo uso da teoria das realizações não-lineares, estendemos
a classe de simetrias do grupo de Lorentz SOp1, 3q para o grupo de de Sitter. Em
seguida, verificamos que a estrutura da gravitação teleparalela— uma teoria gravitacional
equivalente à relatividade geral— é uma geometria de Riemann-Cartan não linear.
Inspirados nesse resultado, construímos uma generalização da gravitação teleparalela

sobre uma geometria de de Sitter–Cartan com um termo cosmológico dado por uma
função do espaço-tempo, a qual é consistente com uma cinemática localmente governada
pelo grupo de de Sitter. A função cosmológica possui sua própria dinâmica e emerge
naturalmente acoplada não-minimalmente ao campo gravitacional, analogamente ao que
ocorre nos modelos telaparalelos de energia escura ou em teorias de gravitação escalares-
tensoriais. Característica peculiar do modelo aqui desenvolvido, a função cosmológica
fornece uma contribuição para o desvio geodésico de partículas adjacentes em queda livre.
Embora tendo sua própria dinâmica, a energia escura manifesta-se como um efeito da
cinemática local do espaço-tempo.



Abstract

Observations during the last three decades have confirmed that the universe momentarily
expands at an accelerated rate, which is assumed to be driven by dark energy whose origin
remains unknown. The minimal manner of modelling dark energy is to include a positive
cosmological constant in Einstein’s equations, whose solution in vacuum is de Sitter space.
This indicates that the large-scale kinematics of spacetime is approximated by the de
Sitter group SOp1, 4q rather than the Poincaré group ISOp1, 3q.

In this thesis we take this consideration to heart and conjecture that the group governing
the local kinematics of physics is the de Sitter group, so that the amount to which it is
a deformation of the Poincaré group depends pointwise on the value of a nonconstant
cosmological function. With the objective of constructing such a framework we study the
Cartan geometry in which the model Klein space is at each point a de Sitter space for
which the combined set of pseudoradii forms a nonconstant function on spacetime. We
find that the torsion receives a contribution that is not present for a cosmological constant.
Invoking the theory of nonlinear realizations we extend the class of symmetries from the
Lorentz group SOp1, 3q to the enclosing de Sitter group. Subsequently, we find that the
geometric structure of teleparallel gravity— a description for the gravitational interaction
physically equivalent to general relativity— is a nonlinear Riemann–Cartan geometry.

This finally inspires us to build on top of a de Sitter–Cartan geometry with a cosmological
function a generalization of teleparallel gravity that is consistent with a kinematics locally
regulated by the de Sitter group. The cosmological function is given its own dynamics and
naturally emerges nonminimally coupled to the gravitational field in a manner akin to
teleparallel dark energy models or scalar-tensor theories in general relativity. New in the
theory here presented, the cosmological function gives rise to a kinematic contribution in
the deviation equation for the world lines of adjacent free-falling particles. While having
its own dynamics, dark energy manifests itself in the local kinematics of spacetime.

Keywords: dark energy, de Sitter special relativity, teleparallel gravity, cosmological
function, Cartan geometry.

Subjects: gravitation, cosmology, special relativity.
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And different forms of . . . make laws in different ways. Some operate
democratically; in others the aristocrats rule; and in still others a single
tyrant makes the laws. It all depends on their various interests. They all
claim that what is advantageous to themselves is justice for the people
they rule. Anyone who violates this principle they punish as a lawbreaker,
and they brand that person as unjust. That is what I mean, sir, when
I say that there exists in all states the same principle of justice, and
that is the interest of the established . . . . In all cases the . . . has the
power, so the only reasonable conclusion is that everywhere there is but
one principle of justice: the interest of the stronger.

Thrasymachos in Republic I, 338d-339a, Plato
(Translation by B. Jowett)



1 Prolegomena

The gravitational force was the first of the four fundamental interactions in physics to
have been given a quantitative description when Sir Isaac Newton stated his law of
universal gravitation in 1687. Well over three centuries later the ubiquitous gravitational
interaction still lacks a solid understanding both at the smallest of unobservable and
the largest of observable length scales, considering that Einstein’s general relativity
remains in full control in between. At very small distances and high energies, i.e., around
the Planck energy density, a quantization of the gravitational interaction is expected
indispensable [Pad87, Kie07]. The problem of constructing quantum gravity is thus of
direct relevance to understand the physics of the interior of black holes and the stages of
the universe closely following the big bang, but trying to solve it head-on might result too
ambitious.
It is not impossible that general relativity comes short in describing the evolution of

the large-scale structure of the universe, so that it may not be the complete story at
the classical level already. Until the nineties of the last century the gravitational force
had been observed to be attractive only, such that the expansion of the universe was
believed to be decelerating. In 1998, however, comparison of the apparent luminosity and
redshift for a set of Type Ia supernovae showed for the first time that the expansion of
the universe fairly recently started to accelerate [P`99, R`98], i.e., gravity has a repulsive
component. According to Einstein’s equations such a component can only be the result
of some sort of energy whose pressure to density ratio is less than ´1{3, coined dark
energy due to this exotic equation of state. The simplest candidate for dark energy is the
cosmological constant Λ, which has a pressure to density ratio equal to ´1 if interpreted as
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a perfect fluid. Observations indicate it accounts for about 70% of the total energy density,
whereas the remaining 30% is almost completely made up of pressureless dust [A`15]. It
is part of the standard model of cosmology— the so-called Λ cold dark matter (ΛCDM)
model— that dark energy is the cosmological constant, being the simplest model consistent
with the present state of observational data. Nevertheless, the absolute constancy of the
cosmological constant due to its inability to interact with other forms of energy, as well
as the lack of a physical explanation for its observed value which is close to 10´52 m´2,
give it a somewhat artificial appearance unless one is willing to interpret it as another
fundamental constant of nature. Alternative models for the cosmological constant to
explain the observed dark energy come in a number of varieties. Some of these models
minimally couple exotic scalar fields to general relativity, while others modify gravity
directly [CST06]. Generally they account for some form of dark energy with a dynamical
equation of state that mimics a present-day cosmological constant driving the accelerated
expansion of the universe.

The existence of dark energy suggests that the large-scale geometry of spacetime must be
considered a deformation of de Sitter instead of Minkowski space, for it is the former that
solves Einstein’s equations in the absence of further contributions to the energy-momentum
density. The kinematics of physics at this scale is consequently expected to be governed
by the de Sitter group SOp1, 4q in place of the Poincaré group ISOp1, 3q, for what reason
its characterization by special relativity is to be replaced with the more general de Sitter
special relativity [ABAP07]. The degree to which the kinematic group is deformed from the
Poincaré to the de Sitter group depends on the value of Λ, which in the case of dynamical
dark energy must be allowed to become time dependent. In addition, there seems no reason
to suppose a priori that dark energy should remain homogeneous over scales where the
cosmological principle breaks down, such that Λ and the corresponding kinematic group
become spacetime dependent in principle. According to this scheme, different regions
in spacetime are approximated by de Sitter spaces with different cosmological constants
whose values are given by the cosmological function Λ. Because the cosmological function
modifies the local kinematics of physics one anticipates it to form an integral part of the
geometry of spacetime.

The working objective of this thesis consists in finding the precise mathematical structure
to implement this scheme and to apply it in order to construct a generalization of the
gravitational interaction coupled to the cosmological function. The set of mathematical
tools that are necessary to describe the spacetimes we are after is contained in Cartan
geometry, which is a nonhomogeneous version of Klein geometry [Sha97]. Klein geometries
describe homogeneous spaces in terms of their Lie symmetry groups, which connect any
two of the spaces’ points. When these symmetries are retained only between points that are
separated by an infinitesimal element, Cartan geometry introduces inhomogeneities that are

2
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quantified by nonzero values for the curvature or torsion two-forms or both. Accordingly,
the space characterized by the Cartan geometry is at each point approximated by the
corresponding homogeneous Klein space. It becomes intuitively clear that we need to
consider a Cartan geometry modeled on de Sitter space in order to achieve our purpose,
but with the peculiarity that the set of cosmological constants, i.e., the cosmological
function, is nonconstant on spacetime.

It appears sensible to have the cosmological function implemented in this manner as the
obtained geometry reduces to a Riemann–Cartan geometry when Λ vanishes everywhere.
This is nothing but a Cartan geometry modeled on Minkowski space, from which it is
well known that its zero-torsion variant is the framework that underlies general relativity.
When it is curvature instead of torsion that is turned off, the resulting Riemann–Cartan
geometry is used to describe teleparallel gravity. This theory is physically equivalent to
general relativity in its description of the gravitational interaction, although conceptually
it is rather unlike it [AP12]. A key difference between the two alternatives is that the spin
connection of teleparallel gravity accounts for inertial effects only, such that it does not
bear any gravitational degrees of freedom. Inertial and gravitational effects are therefore
logically separated, which makes the description robust against a hypothetical breakdown
of the weak equivalence principle. When aiming for a generalization of the gravitational
interaction in the presence of the cosmological function, we shall take as our starting point
the description of teleparallel gravity rather than the one of general relativity. This way
gravitational degrees of freedom are encoded in the torsion of the geometry, while the spin
connection represents inertial effects due to the noninertiality of the frame and kinematic
effects due to the cosmological function.
To conclude this introductory chapter we give a brief outline of the thesis.
˝ Basic tools regarding differentiable manifolds, Lie groups and principal fibre bundles
are recalled in §2, which are preliminary to a modern treatment of geometry.

˝ Geometry is the central theme of §3. The abstract geometries of Ehresmann connec-
tions are introduced first, after which the Lie theoretic descriptions of homogeneous
Klein geometries and nonhomogeneous Cartan geometries are looked at in detail.
We additionally revise the relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections.

˝ §4, based on Ref. [Jen14], constructs de Sitter–Cartan geometry, which is a Cartan
geometry modeled on de Sitter space so that the cosmological function is nonconstant.
Afterwards, a nonlinear realization of the Cartan geometry is considered to render
the construction SOp1, 4q invariant.

˝ In §5 we review teleparallel gravity and clarify how its historical interpretation as a
gauge theory for the Poincaré translations can be understood in terms of a nonlinear
Riemann–Cartan geometry.

3
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˝ §6, based on Ref. [JP16], introduces de Sitter teleparallel gravity, which generalizes
teleparallel gravity for the cosmological function using de Sitter–Cartan geometry. It
is shown what the phenomenology is of the kinematic effects due to a nonvanishing
cosmological function. Finally, we postulate the dynamics of the gravitational field
coupled to the cosmological function.

˝ The thesis is concluded in §7.

4



2 Preliminaries

In this first of three mathematically inclined chapters we provide a selective survey of
differentiable manifolds and Lie groups preliminarily to the study of Cartan geometry in
the following chapter. This review is mainly based on the first chapter of the beautiful
exposition [KN96a] and the book [Nak90].

2.1 Differentiable manifolds

2.1.1 Topological spaces and differentiable atlases

Definition. Let S be a set and let PpSq “ tS | S Ď Su be the power set of S, i.e., the
collection of subsets of S. A subset τS of PpSq is a topology on S if the following is true,
namely,
(i) The empty set H and S itself are in τS ;
(ii) The union of any number of elements of τS is an element of τS ;
(iii) The intersection of any finite number of elements of τS is an element of τS .
The pair pS, τSq is called a topological space and the subsets of S that are in the topology
are referred to as open sets. The elements of S are called points. We shall generally
abbreviate notation and denote the topological space simply by S.

This at first sight rather abstract construction gives us a qualitative notion of closeness
between points of a set. This notion is obtained when the topology is used to define
convergence of sequences in a topological space.



2.1 Differentiable manifolds

Definition. A sequence of points x1, . . . xn, . . . “ txnu
8
n“1 converges to the point x if for

any open set U that contains x there is a natural number nU such that the tail txnunąnU
is in U . The convergence of the sequence is denoted by xn

τS
ÝÑ x.

The points txnunąnU are said to be closer to x than xnU . If V is an open subset of U ,
then txnunąnV is a subtail of txnunąnU and nV ě nU , so that the points in V are closer to
x than the points in U{V . By considering a countable series of open subsets that contain
x, the points of the corresponding subtails get arbitrarily close to x. To assure oneself
that this abstraction is natural, it is useful to concretize it for the set Rd of real d-tuples
x “ px1, . . . xµ, . . . xdq.
Example. The usual topology on Rd is constructed as follows. For any point x and any
positive real number r, the open ball with center x and radius r is defined by

Bpx, rq “ ty P Rd | }x´ y} ă ru.

The open sets U that constitute the usual topology are those that for each x P U encompass
an open ball with center x. Consider a convergent sequence xn Ñ x with respect to the
usual topology. Let a collection of open sets that contain x be given by Bpx, rq for any
strictly positive r. Since the sequence txnu converges to x, there is for any radius a number
nr such that Bpx, rq contains the tail txnunąnr , that is, }xn ´ x} ă r for any n ą nr.
When r gets arbitrary small, the elements of the sequence contained in Bpx, rq come
arbitrarily close to x, generally denoted by limnÑ8 xn “ x.

A subset N of S is a neighborhood of a point x if N encompasses an open set to which
x belongs. If N is open it is called an open neighborhood. Evidently, the elements of the
usual topology on Rd are open neighborhoods of any of its points.

A topological space pS, τSq is a Hausdorff space if for any two points there exist disjoint
neighborhoods. The set Rd with the usual topology is an example of a Hausdorff space.
Indeed, for any two points x1 and x2 there exist Bpxi, rq with r ď }x1 ´ x2}{2.

Let S and T be topological spaces. A function ϕ : S Ñ T is continuous if the preimage
of any open subset of T is open in S, i.e., ϕ´1pV q P τS whenever V P τT . The function
ϕ is homeomorphic if it is a bijection and both ϕ and ϕ´1 are continuous. This implies
that open sets of S are mapped to open sets of T . When there exists a homeomorphism
between two topological spaces they are said to be homeomorphic. In particular, if a
mapping ϕ : S Ñ Rd is a homeomorphism, S is homeomorphic to Rd.
Naturally, not every topological space is homeomorphic to Rd. We are nonetheless

interested in topological spaces whose open sets are homeomorphic to the open sets in Rd.
To provide a topological space with such a structure, we first define it.
Definition. A differentiable atlas of dimension d for a topological space S is a collection
of pairs tpUi, ϕiqu for which the following is true:

6
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(i) Every Ui is an open set of S and YiUi “ S;
(ii) Each ϕi is a homeomorphism from Ui onto an open subset of Rd;
(iii) Whenever Ui X Uj is nonempty the homeomorphism ϕj ˝ ϕ

´1
i : ϕipUi X Ujq Ñ

ϕjpUi X Ujq is differentiable, i.e., of class C8.
The pairs pUi, ϕiq are called coordinate charts or just charts. The second item makes sense
because the sets Ui are topological subspaces of S with topologies

τUi “ tUi X U | U P τSu.

When the last condition is dropped, the atlas is said to be topological instead of differen-
tiable.
Definition. A differentiable manifold M of dimension d is a Hausdorff space on which is
defined a d-dimensional smooth atlas.

The above defined manifold is for obvious reasons also called a real differentiable manifold.
A complex (analytic) d-dimensional manifold is readily constructed by demanding that
the homeomorphisms ϕi of the coordinate charts map onto open subsets of Cd. From now
on, by a manifold we shall mean a real differentiable manifold.

The smoothness of the transition functions ϕj ˝ ϕ´1
i can be written as follows in terms

of coordinate charts. Consider a nonempty intersection UiXUj on which there are defined
two coordinate systems xµ “ ϕi and yµ “ ϕj taking values in some open set of Rd. The
transition function on this open set takes the form yµpxνq “ ϕj ˝ϕ

´1
i px

νq. Differentiability
of such a mapping means that the functions yµpxνq are smooth, so that Byµ{Bxν and
higher order derivatives exist.
A mapping f from a d-dimensional manifold M to a d1-dimensional manifold M1 is

differentiable if for every chart pUi, ϕiq of M and every chart pVj , ψjq of M1 such that
fpUiq Ă Vj , the Rd

1-valued function ψj ˝ f ˝ ϕ´1
i : ϕipUiq Ñ ψjpVjq is differentiable. We

shall denote the latter equally by f or fµ1 , where µ1 “ 1, . . . d1. If we denote xµ “ ϕi
and yµ

1

“ ψj , the mapping may be expressed as yµ1 “ fµ
1

pxµq. If f is a bijection and
its inverse is differentiable, it is called a diffeomorphism. One may conclude that d “ d1

because all the matrices ψj ˝ f ˝ ϕ´1
i are invertible as well. If the diffeomorphism goes

from M to itself, it is also called a transformation.
At this point it is appropriate to dedicate a few lines to the relationship between

diffeomorphisms and coordinate transformations on a manifold M, on which there are
defined two atlases tpUi, ϕiqu and tpVj , ψjqu. For any two overlapping charts pUi, ϕiq and
pVj , ψjq a coordinate transformation is defined by

ψj ˝ ϕ
´1
i : ϕipUi X Vjq Ñ ψjpUi X Vjq : xµ ÞÑ yµpxνq “ ψj ˝ ϕ

´1
i px

νq.

From the definition of a differentiable atlas it follows that a coordinate transformation is a

7



2.1 Differentiable manifolds

smooth invertible transformation on Rd. Concretely, the points of M with coordinates
xµ are given new coordinates yµ, but the points themselves have not changed. On the
other hand, given a diffeomorphism f : M Ñ M, we may consider its representation on
Rd, namely,

ϕj ˝ f ˝ ϕ
´1
i : ϕipUi X f´1pUjqq Ñ ϕjpfpUiq X Ujq : xµ ÞÑ yµpxνq “ ϕj ˝ f ˝ ϕ

´1
i px

νq.

The point with coordinates xµ is mapped to another point with coordinates yµ, whereas
the coordinate atlas itself has been left untouched. Diffeomorphisms and coordinate
transformations can be identified with each other on subdomains of Rd by choosing
ψj “ ϕj ˝ f or f “ ϕ´1

j ˝ ψj . Whether one prefers to think about the transformation
xµ ÞÑ yµpxνq as a coordinate transformation (the passive point of view) or a diffeomorphism
(the active point of view) is not relevant mathematically.

2.1.2 Tensor fields

There are two subclasses of mappings on a given manifold M that are worthwhile to
consider explicitly. The first consists of the curves xt, which map open intervals of R into
M, i.e., t P pa, bq ÞÑ xt P M. We shall assume that a curve does not intersect with itself,
although they may form loops. A second important class of mappings are made up by
the functions f : M Ñ R, which assign a real number to each point of the manifold. The
set of differentiable functions on M will be given the name F pMq. With the help of a
coordinate chart pUi, ϕiq one readily obtains a curve ϕi ˝ xt in ϕipUiq Ă Rd and a function
f ˝ϕ´1

i on ϕipUiq. We generally shall write them as xµt “ ϕipxtq and fpxµq “ f ˝ϕ´1
i px

µq,
respectively.
The tangent vector X to a curve xt at the point x “ xt0 is the mapping F pxt0q Ñ R

defined by
Xxf “

d

dt
pf ˝ xtq|t0 , for any f P F pxt0q, (2.1.1)

In terms of a local coordinate system pUi, ϕiq, this is expressed as 9xµt Bµ|t0fpx
νq, where the

dot means differentiation with respect to t. The tangent vector to xt at any point along
the curve is therefore given by

Xµ B

Bxµ
“
dxµt
dt

B

Bxµ
, (2.1.2)

which is the directional derivative along the curve. If pVj , ψjq is a second coordinate chart
such that x “ xt0 P Vj , one also may write (2.1.1) as 9yµt Bµ|t0fpy

νq. It follows directly that

8



2.1 Differentiable manifolds

the components of a tangent vector at x transform according to

Xµ ÞÑ Xν By
µ

Bxν

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

x

under the coordinate transformation xµ ÞÑ yµpxνq “ ψj ˝ ϕ
´1
i px

νq.
Obviously, at any point x the tangent vector is a linear operator on the space F pxq,

i.e., for any two functions f and g it is true that Xpf ` gq “ Xpfq `Xpgq. Furthermore,
it satisfies Leibniz’s rule, i.e., Xpfgq “ Xpfqg ` fXpgq. Under the natural addition and
scalar multiplication, the set of tangent vectors forms a vector space at any x, which is
called the tangent space TxM. From (2.1.2) it is evident that the collection tB{Bxµu forms
a basis for the tangent space, so that dimTxM “ dim M. For obvious reasons it is called
a coordinate basis.

A vector field X on M is obtained by smoothly assigning a tangent vector at any point
in M. More precisely, the function Xf , being defined pointwise by pXfqpxq “ Xxf , is
differentiable whenever f P F pMq. Vector fields are thus mappings of F pMq onto itself,
the set of which we shall denote by X pMq. They constitute an infinite-dimensional
vector space under the natural addition and scalar multiplication. Moreover, it is a Lie
algebra1 with the bracket given by rX,Y sf “ XpY fq´Y pXfq, which on a local coordinate
patch is expressed as rX,Y sµ “ XνBνY

µ ´ Y νBνX
µ. The bracket is a commutator, i.e.,

rX,Y s “ ´rY,Xs and therefore satisfies the Jacobi identity

rrX,Y s, Zs ` rrY, Zs, Xs ` rrZ,Xs, Y s “ 0.

If a collection teau, with a “ 1, . . .dim M, of vector fields on M is at any point on which
they are defined a basis for the tangent space, it is said to be a frame. The commutator
of two elements of the frame can at any point be written as a linear combination of the
frame fields, i.e.,

rea, ebs “ c c
ab ppqec, (2.1.3)

where the nonconstant c c
ab are called the structure functions of the frame. Note that the

structure functions of a coordinate basis vanish. When it is possible to define a frame on
the whole of M, the manifold is said to be parallelizable.
The total differential df of a function f is the F pMq-linear functional on the set of

vector fields X pMq that is defined pointwise by

dfxpXq “ Xxpfq, for any X P X pMq. (2.1.4)

In a local coordinate system pUi, ϕiq such that xµ “ ϕi, (2.1.4) implies dxµpBνq “ δµν .

1See §2.2 for the definition for a Lie algebra.
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2.1 Differentiable manifolds

Hence, the set tdxµu forms a dual set to the coordinate basis and spans the cotangent
space T ˚p M, which is equal in dimension to TpM. Because dfpXq “ XνdfpBνq “ XνBνf “

XνBµfdx
µpBνq, it is obvious that df “ Bµfdx

µ. Of course, not any element ωµdxµ of
the cotangent space can be written as a total differential of a function. A one-form
ω : X pMq Ñ F pMq is a smooth assignment of an element of the cotangent space
at any point along M whereby it is meant that ωpXq is differentiable whenever X is
differentiable. From now on the set of vector fields and the set of one-forms are denoted
by TM “ X pMq and T ˚M, respectively. We remark that in a local coordinate system
one finds that ωpXq “ ωµX

µ, from which it is readily concluded that a coordinate
transformation xµ ÞÑ yµpxνq induces at any point a concomitant transformation on the
components of the one-form according to ωµ ÞÑ ωνBx

ν{Byµ.
It is then possible to interpret a vector field as a mapping of one-forms into functions by

identifying Xpωq “ ωpXq, which in a local coordinate system gives meaning to the equality
Bµdx

ν “ δνµ. Such an interpretation paves the way for the introduction of differentiable
multilinear mappings

T : T ˚Mˆ . . . T ˚M
looooooooomooooooooon

r times

ˆTMˆ . . . TM
loooooooomoooooooon

s times

Ñ F pMq,

which are named pr, sq-type tensor fields and whose collection we shall label by T rs M.
Elements of T r0 M are also called contravariant tensor fields, while those of T 0

s M go by
the name of covariant tensors. The tensor product b of two tensor fields T P T r1

s1 M and
S P T r2

s2 M is the pr1 ` r2, s1 ` s2q-type tensor field defined through

pT b Sqpω1, . . . ωr1 , η1, . . . ηr2 , X1, . . . Xs1 , Y1, . . . Ys2q

“ T pω1, . . . ωr1 , X1, . . . Xs1qSpη1, . . . ηr2 , Y1, . . . Ys2q,

for any set of one-forms ptωiu, tηjuq and vector fields ptXiu, tYjuq. A tensor field T is
expanded in some local coordinate system according to Tµ1¨¨¨µr

ν1¨¨¨νs Bµ1 b ¨ ¨ ¨ Bµr b dx
ν1 b

¨ ¨ ¨ dxνs .
A mapping f : M Ñ N between two manifolds induces a mapping f˚ : F pN q Ñ F pMq

between their sets of functions, defined by

pf˚gqpxq “ gpfpxqq, for any x P M.

Since the function g on N is pulled back to a function f˚g on M, f˚g is called the pullback
of g by the mapping f . The pushforward of a vector X P TxM is the vector f˚X tangent
to N at fpxq such that

pf˚Xqfpxqpgq “ Xxpf
˚gq, for any g P F pN q.
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2.1 Differentiable manifolds

Consequently, the pullback f˚ : T ˚N Ñ T ˚M of a one-form is defined pointwise as

pf˚ωqxpXq “ ωfpxqpf˚Xq, for any X P TxM.

The pushforward and pullback are generalized in a straightforward way to act on con-
travariant and covariant tensor fields. Indeed, for T P T r0 M and S P T 0

s N we have

pf˚T qfpxqpω1, . . . ωrq “ Txpf
˚ω1, . . . f

˚ωrq, for any ωi P T ˚fpxqN
and

pf˚SqxpX1, . . . Xsq “ Sfpxqpf˚X1, . . . f˚Xsq, for any Xj P TxM.

In general it is not possible to transform pr, sq-type tensors, because the pushforward
and pullback transform in opposite directions between M and N . More precisely, the
pushforward follows the same direction as f , whereas the pullback goes the other way
around. However, if the mapping is a diffeomorphism M Ñ M one may define the
pushforward of an arbitrary mixed-type tensor field T P T rs M by

pf˚T qfpxqpω1, . . . ωr, X1, . . . Xsq “ Txpf
˚ω1, . . . f

˚ωr, f
´1
˚ X1, . . . f

´1
˚ Xsq

and
pf˚T qxpω1, . . . ωr, X1, . . . Xsq “ Tfpxqpf

´1˚ω1, . . . f
´1˚ωr, f˚X1, . . . f˚Xsq,

for any ωi P T ˚M and Xj P TM. Obviously, the pullback of a tensor field by f is equal
to its pushforward by f´1, i.e., f˚ “ f´1

˚ , and vice versa.
The product manifold MˆN is the set of elements px, yq, where x and y are points in

M and N , respectively. For every point px, yq, the tangent space Tpx,yqpMˆN q can be
identified with the direct product TxMˆ TyN as follows. Let zt “ pxt, ytq be a curve in
MˆN and let Z be the tangent to zt at t “ 0, i.e.,

Zg “
d

dt

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

0
gpztq “

d

dt

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

0
gpxt, y0q `

d

dt

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

0
gpx0, ytq “ X̄g ` Ȳ g,

where X̄ is the vector tangent to the curve pxt, y0q and Ȳ is the vector tangent to the
curve px0, ytq. We then identify Z with pX,Y q, where X and Y are the vectors tangent
to, respectively, xt and yt at t “ 0. This notation allows us to state the Leibniz rule in the
following proposition.

Proposition 2.1.1. Let f be a mapping MˆN Ñ O. If Z P Tpx0,y0qpMˆN q corresponds
to pX,Y q P Tx0M` Ty0N , then

f˚Z “ f1˚X ` f2˚Y,
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2.1 Differentiable manifolds

where f1 : x P M Ñ fpx, y0q P O and f2 : y P N Ñ fpx0, yq P O.

Proof. Let Z be the tangent vector to pxt, ytq at t “ 0. In the manner described in the
paragraph preceding the proposition we have that Z “ X̄`Ȳ , and hence f˚Z “ f˚X̄`f˚Ȳ .
It is easy to see that f˚X̄ “ f1˚X and f˚Ȳ “ f2˚Y , which proves what needed to be
demonstrated. ˝

2.1.3 Differential forms

There is a subclass of covariant tensor fields widely used in physics, so that it is appropriate
to have it reviewed in a separate discussion. These are the so-called differential forms, now
defined.
Definition. A differential form ω of degree p, or simply a p-form, is a covariant tensor
field of rank p that is totally antisymmetric, i.e., for any set of vector fields tXiu

ωpXπp1q, . . . Xπppqq “ εpπqωpX1, . . . Xpq,

where π is an element of the group of permutations of p1, . . . pq and εpπq the corresponding
sign.
Being a covariant tensor field, a differential form can be interpreted as a multilinear

antisymmetric mapping over F pMq of X pMq ˆ . . .X pMq into F pMq. We shall denote
the module of differential p-forms on M by ΩppMq. It is a short exercise to show that a
covariant tensor field is a differential form if and only if it is an eigenstate with eigenvalue
1 of the antisymmetrizer A, whose action is defined by

pAT qpX1, . . . Xpq “
1
p!

ÿ

π

εpπqT pXπp1q, . . . Xπppqq,

on any T P T 0
pM. Because A2 “ A, the antisymmetrizer is a projector from the covariant

tensor fields of rank p onto the module of differential p-forms. Therefore, and since A is
a linear operator, the elements dxµ1 ^ . . . dxµp “ p!Apdxµ1 b . . . dxµpq form a coordinate
basis for elements of ΩppMq, so that a generic p-form ω may be expanded according to

ω “
1
r!ωµ1¨¨¨µpdx

µ1 ^ . . . dxµp .

The exterior or wedge product of a p-form ω with a r-form η is the pp` rq-form ω ^ η,
defined by

ω ^ η “
pp` rq!
p!r! Apω b ηq,
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2.1 Differentiable manifolds

which in local coordinates is expressed as

ω ^ η “
1
p!r!ωµ1¨¨¨µpηµp`1¨¨¨µp`rdx

µ1 ^ . . . dxµp`r .

It is easily seen that the dimension of ΩppMq is given by
`

d
p

˘

and that there exist no
p-forms for p ą d. The exterior algebra ΩpMq “ Ω0pMq ‘ Ω1pMq ‘ ¨ ¨ ¨ΩdpMq, where
Ω0pMq “ F pMq denotes the functions on M, is therefore closed under the exterior
product.
Next, a derivative operator is defined on the exterior algebra.

Definition. Exterior differentiation is the linear mapping d : ΩppMq Ñ Ωp`1pMq that is
characterized by the following properties:
(i) For any function f P F pMq, df is the total differential;
(ii) d ˝ d ” 0;
(iii) For any ω P ΩppMq and η P ΩrpMq,

dpω ^ ηq “ dω ^ η ` p´1qpω ^ dη.

In terms of a local coordinate system, the exterior derivative of a p-form ω is given by

dω “
1
p!Bµωµ1¨¨¨µrdx

µ ^ dxµ1 ^ . . . dxµp .

There is an expression concerning differential forms that is useful to remember for future
reference. For any vector-valued one-form ω and vector fields X and Y , the following
identity holds:

dωpX,Y q “ XpωpY qq ´ Y pωpXqq ´ ωprX,Y sq. (2.1.5)

This equality is a special case from a larger class of identities that are formulated for
vector-valued differential forms of any degree and proved in, e.g., [KN96a], Prop. 3.11.
Equation (2.1.5) is easily verified by comparing the left-hand side with the right-hand side
in a local coordinate chart.
Definition. The interior product of a differential form with respect to a vector field X is
the linear mapping iX : ΩppMq Ñ Ωp´1pMq, such that:
(i) For each function f P F pMq, iXpfq “ 0;
(ii) For any ω P ΩppMq,

piXωqpX1, . . . , Xp´1q “ ωpX,X1, . . . , Xp´1q.

We shall also make use of the notation Xuω “ iXω. In a local coordinate system the
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2.1 Differentiable manifolds

interior product of a p-form may be expressed as

iXω “
1

pp´ 1q!X
µωµµ1¨µp´1dx

µ1 ^ . . . dxµp´1 .

2.1.4 One-parameter groups of transformations

An integral curve xt of a vector field X on a manifold M is a curve to which X is tangent
at xt for any value of the parameter t. Given a local coordinate chart, this means that

dxµt
dt

“ Xµpxtq. (2.1.6)

For any set of initial conditions xµ0 the system of ordinary differential equations (2.1.6)
has a unique solution [LS90]. Concretely, this expresses that given a point x0 a unique
integral curve of X through the point exists.
Definition. A one-parameter group of transformations of M is a set tφtut PR of mappings
of M, satisfying the following conditions:
(i) For each t P R, φt is a diffeomorphism of M;
(ii) For all t, s P R and x P M, φt ˝ φspxq “ φt`spxq.
By identifying φ0 with the unit element and φ´t with the inverse element of φt, it is

easily understood that a one-parameter group of transformations is an abelian group.
Each one-parameter group of transformations φt naturally induces a vector field on M as
follows. For any point x P M, a curve through x is traced out by φtpxq. The vector field
X tangent to the thus obtained curves solves the system

d

dt
fpφtpxqq “ Xfpφtpxqq for any x P M. (2.1.7)

Conversely, let X be a vector field on M and let φtpxq be an integral curve of X that passes
through x, such that φ0pxq “ x. This curve solves the set of differential equations (2.1.7)
with the initial condition φ0pxq “ x. By the uniqueness of solutions it is easily verified
that φt ˝ φs “ φt`s, so that φt is a one-parameter group of transformations that induces
X. In this context, one says that the vector field X generates the one-parameter group φt.

Let X be a vector field and let φt be a one-parameter group of transformations generated
by X. The Lie derivative of a generic mixed-type tensor field T with respect to the vector
field X is defined by

LXT “ lim
tÑ0

1
t
pT ´ φt˚T q,

which is a tensor field of the same type as T . For a differential form ω, its Lie derivative
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2.2 Lie groups and Lie algebras

can be rewritten as
LXω “ lim

tÑ0

1
t
pφ˚t ω ´ ωq,

and it may be verified that there is a useful relation between the Lie derivative, the exterior
derivative and the interior product of a differential form [KN96a]:

LXω “ d ˝ iXω ` iX ˝ dω. (2.1.8)

In terms of a local coordinate chart, it follows from the definition that the Lie derivatives
of a vector field Y and one-form ω take the forms

pLXY q
µ
“ XνBνY

µ ´ Y νBνX
µ and pLXωqµ “ XνBνωµ ` ωνBµX

ν .

This furthermore shows that the Lie derivative with respect to X of a vector field Y is
equal to the Lie bracket rX,Y s.

Proposition 2.1.2. Let φ be a transformation of a manifold M. If X generates the one-
parameter group of transformations φt, the vector field φ˚X generates the one-parameter
group φ ˝ φt ˝ φ´1.

This proposition, a proof for which can be found in [KN96a], pg. 14, implies that X
is invariant under the action of φ, that is, φ˚X “ X, if and only if φ commutes with φt,
namely, rφ, φts “ 0 for all t.
Given a transformation φ of a manifold M, we are able to conclude that for any two

vector fields X and Y on M, it is true that φ˚rX,Y s “ rφ˚X,φ˚Y s, because

φ˚rX,Y s “ lim
tÑ0

1
t
pφ˚Y ´ pφ ˝ φt ˝ φ

´1q˚φ˚Y q “ rφ˚X,φ˚Y s, (2.1.9)

where X generates φt.

2.2 Lie groups and Lie algebras

It is possible to endow manifolds with a group structure that is consistent with its
differentiable character. The resulting objects, which go by the name of Lie groups, find
vast applications in many areas of physics, where they generally represent real-world or
abstract groups of continuous transformations. In physical applications they generally
take the form of the so-called matrix groups, which will be reviewed in §2.2.2. As they
form a subclass of Lie groups, we begin with a discussion on the nature of generic Lie
group manifolds.
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2.2 Lie groups and Lie algebras

2.2.1 Generalities

Definition. A Lie group is a group which at the same time is a differentiable manifold,
such that the group composition and the inverse operation are differentiable mappings.
The dimension of the group is the dimension of the manifold.

We will denote by La : g ÞÑ ag and Ra : g ÞÑ ga, the left translation, respectively, right
translation of a Lie group G by an element a P G. These diffeomorphisms on Lie groups
allow us to consider a canonical subclass of vector fields on G. A vector field A is left
invariant if it is invariant under the action of left translations, i.e., La˚A “ A for any
a P G. Each element Ae P TeG defines a unique left-invariant vector field Aa “ La˚Ae on
G, while the inverse translation identifies a left-invariant vector field with a unique element
of the tangent space at the identity. This bijection is an isomorphism between the tangent
space TeG and the vector space of left-invariant vector fields on G, the latter of which is
denoted by g, so that dim g “ dimG. Since g is a subset of X pGq, the former inherits
from the latter the definition for the Lie bracket. It follows from (2.1.9) that g is closed
under the Lie bracket, i.e., rA,Bs is left invariant whenever A and B are elements of g.
Definition. The Lie algebra g of a Lie group G is the set of all left-invariant vector
fields on G together with the usual vector addition, scalar multiplication and Lie bracket
r¨, ¨s : gˆ gÑ g.
Every A P g generates a one-parameter group of transformations φt of G, which allows

us to define the curve at “ φtpeq that goes through the origin of G. The left-invariance
of A implies that at is a one-parameter subgroup of G. We therefore call at the one-
parameter subgroup generated by A, whose curve is a solution to the set of differential
equations 9fpatq “ Afpatq for any f P F pGq. This equation is generally given the shorthand
notation a´1

t 9atf “ Aef . The correspondence between one-parameter subgroups of a Lie
group and elements of its Lie algebra becomes manifest if we introduce the exponential
map exp : g Ñ G as follows. For a one-parameter group at generated by A, define
expA “ a1. We now show that exp tA “ at for any t P R. If c is a real number, we have
that dfpactq{dt “ c dfpactq{dpctq “ cAfpactq, which proves that act is the one-parameter
subgroup generated by cA. The left-invariant vector field B “ cA also generates bt, which
satisfies dfpbtq{dt “ cAfpbtq. From the uniqueness of the solution, we conclude that
act “ bt and exp cA “ b1 “ ac. This proves the assertion.

Each automorphism φ of a Lie group G induces an automorphism φ˚ of its Lie algebra.2

To verify this, note first that φ˚A is left-invariant whenever A is an element of g, because
φ˝La “ Lφpaq˝φ. Furthermore, φ˚ commutes with the Lie bracket, as was shown in (2.1.9).

2An automorphism of a Lie group is a diffeomorphism that respects the group structure, whereas an
automorphism of a Lie algebra is an invertible mapping that preserves the Lie bracket.
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In particular, the conjugation conja : g P G ÞÑ aga´1 P G induces the automorphism

Ada : A P g ÞÑ AdapAq “ Ra´1˚A P g.

The mapping Ad : g ÞÑ Adg “ Adpgq is the adjoint representation of G on g. Let φt
be the one-parameter group of transformations of G generated by A, corresponding to
which at “ φtpeq “ exp tA is the one-parameter subgroup of G. For any g P G, φtpgq “
φt ˝ Lgpeq “ Ratg, as Prop. 2.1.2 implies that rLg, φts “ 0. The adjoint representation
ad : A ÞÑ adA “ adpAq of g on itself is defined as

adApBq “ lim
tÑ0

1
t
pB ´Ada´1

t
pBqq “ lim

tÑ0

1
t
pB ´Rat˚Bq

“ lim
tÑ0

1
t
pB ´ φt˚Bq “ rA,Bs.

Although it is true that the Lie algebra g denotes the set of left-invariant vector fields
on G, while TeG is the tangent space at the identity, the canonical isomorphism of left
translation allows us to refer to both of them as the Lie algebra of G. We shall make use
of this natural identification and denote TeG by g as well.
Note also that a frame ea of left-invariant vector fields on G forms a basis for the Lie

algebra. The structure functions in its commutation relations (2.1.3) are constants, because
both sides of rea, ebs “ c c

ab ec are left-invariant. They are called, quite unsurprisingly, the
structure constants of g.
Definition. The Maurer-Cartan form on G is the g-valued one-form ωG : TGÑ g, defined
by ωGpXq “ Lg´1˚X for X P TgG.
The Maurer-Cartan form is left invariant, i.e., L˚aωG “ ωG for any a P G, since for

X P TgG we have that

pL˚aωGqpXq “ ωGpLa˚Xq “ L
pagq´1

˚
La˚X “ ωGpXq.

Furthermore, for each left-invariant A, ωGpAq is a constant function. Therefore, it follows
from (2.1.5) that dωGpA,Bq “ ´ωGprA,Bsq for any two A,B P g. Because ωGprA,Bsq “
rωGpAq, ωGpBqs “

1
2 rωG, ωGspA,Bq,

3 we obtain the Maurer-Cartan structural equation,
namely

dωG `
1
2 rωG, ωGs “ 0. (2.2.1)

Although the structural equation has been derived for left-invariant vector fields, it is true
for generic vector fields X and Y on G. The reason is that it is an equation of two-forms

3We refer the reader to §2.A for a summary on the notation that is used for Lie algebra-valued differential
forms.
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which act linearly on vector fields. As any vector field can pointwise be expanded with
respect to a basis of g, Eq. (2.2.1) retains its validity for all elements of X pGq. If the
Maurer-Cartan form is expanded as ωaGea, the structural equation (2.2.1) can equally be
decomposed according to

dωaG `
1
2c

a
bc ω

b
G ^ ω

c
G “ 0,

where we made use of the equality rωG, ωGs “ ωbG ^ ω
c
Greb, ecs.

Lie groups are often characterized by their action on manifolds. The following definition
generalizes the one-parameter groups of transformations on a manifold that were introduced
in §2.1.4 to Lie transformation groups.
Definition. The action of a Lie group G on a manifold M is a differentiable mapping
pa, xq P GˆM ÞÑ φapxq P M that satisfies the conditions:
(i) For each a P G, φa is a diffeomorphism of M;
(ii) For all a, b P G and x P M, φb ˝φapxq “ φabpxq, or alternatively, φb ˝φapxq “ φbapxq.
Since φa is a diffeomorphism, so that there is a unique y “ φapxq for each x, and because

φe ˝ φapxq “ φapxq, φe is the identity transformation of M. Similarly, one may conclude
that φa´1 “ φ´1

a . The action is said to be transitive if for any two points x and y, there
exists an element a of G such that y “ φapxq. If the existence of a point x, for which
φapxq “ x, implies a “ e, the action is called free. In other words, there are no fixed points
for nontrivial elements. The action is effective if φapxq “ x for all points x implies a “ e,
that is, if the only element that leaves M unchanged is the identity of G. Note that a free
action is effective but that the converse does not hold in general.
If the action of a Lie group G is given on a manifold M, each left invariant vector

field A of G induces a vector field A‹ on M as follows. Namely, the action φat of the
one-parameter subgroup at “ exp tA on M induces a vector field A‹ P X pMq, which
satisfies

d

dt
fpφatpxqq “ A‹fpφatpxqq for any x P M.

Well-known examples of Lie transformation groups are the left and right action of a Lie
group on a manifold, which are defined by, respectively, Lapxq “ ax and Rapxq “ xa for
any point x and group element a. In particular the right action is of great importance for
its role played in the theory of principal fibre bundles, which are to be reviewed in §2.3.
We therefore recall some properties that are proper to the right action of a Lie group on a
manifold.
The vector field A‹ that is induced by the right action Rat is called the fundamental

vector field generated by A, where as usual at “ exp tA. We first verify that the mapping
ρ : A P g ÞÑ A‹ P X pMq is a Lie algebra homomorphism, i.e., it is linear and rA‹, B‹s “
rA,Bs‹. Observe that the mapping ρ can be constructed explicitly as follows. For any
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x P M, let ρx : g P G ÞÑ xg P M. One may understand that ρx˚Ae “ A‹x “ ρpAqx, from
which it trivially follows that ρ is a linear operator. To show that it is a Lie algebra
homomorphism, we note that for every x

rA‹, B‹sx “ lim
tÑ0

1
t
pB‹x ´ pRat˚B

‹qxq

“ lim
tÑ0

1
t
ρx˚pBe ´Ada´1

t
pBeqq “ ρx˚rA,Bse “ rA,Bs

‹
x,

where the second equality follows from (let f P F pMq)

pRat˚B
‹

xa´1
t
qf “ pRat˚ρxa´1

t ˚
Beqf

“ Bepf ˝Rat ˝ ρxa´1
t
q “ Bepf ˝ ρx ˝ conja´1

t
q “ pρx˚Ada´1

t
pBeqqf,

As a corollary, these equalities lead to the interesting observation that

Rg˚A
‹ “ pAdg´1pAqq‹ for any A P g. (2.2.2)

Finally, if the right action of a Lie group on a manifold is free, the fundamental vector
field corresponding to a nonzero element of the Lie algebra is everywhere nonvanishing.
Indeed, if A‹ were vanishing at some point x, xat “ x for all t. Since the action is free,
this implies that at is the identity element of G, so that A must be the zero element of g.
At any point x, the Lie algebra spanned by the fundamental vector fields is isomorphic to
g.

2.2.2 Matrix groups

The vector space of linear mappings Rn Ñ Rn consists of the real nˆ n matrices, which
we denote by Mpn,Rq. Because not every matrix is invertible, Mpn,Rq is not a group
with respect to the matrix multiplication rule. By limiting our attention to those that are
invertible, we obtain the largest subspace of Mpn,Rq that is a group, which is called the
general linear group of R and denoted by

Glpn,Rq “ tg PMpn,Rq | det g ‰ 0u.

Since we shall be concerned only with R-valued matrices, we drop the reference to the
set of real numbers and simply write Glpnq. It can be shown that the general linear
group is a smooth manifold and that the matrix multiplication and inverse operations are
differentiable [Sha97], from which it follows that Glpnq is a Lie group. There is a natural
coordinate system that is given by the matrix entries gij , from which it is clear that the
general linear group is n2-dimensional.
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2.2 Lie groups and Lie algebras

The determinant of the nˆ n matrices forms a continuous mapping from Glpnq onto
R{t0u, because it is a polynomial in the matrix entries. Since its image has two disconnected
pieces, its preimage also is disconnected in the same way. The component of Glpnq that
has a positive determinant is connected to the identity and is easily seen to be a Lie group
as well. From now on we shall only consider the identity component and agree that Glpnq
refers to this group.

A tangent vectorX at g can be expanded asX “ Xi
j B

j
i |g, where the n2 real numbersXi

j

are arbitrary. Thereby we conclude that TgGlpnq »Mpnq. The left and right translation
of Glpnq on itself are given by the left and right matrix multiplication, respectively. The
pushforward of the left translation on X P TgGlpnq is then determined by

pLa˚Xqf “ Xpf ˝ Laq “ Xk
l

Bragsij
Bg l
k

B
j
i |agf “ aikX

k
j B

j
i |agf.

This shows that if Xi
j PMpnq corresponds to X P TgGlpnq, the matrix raXsij corresponds

to La˚X P TagGlpnq. In a similar way, it can be demonstrated that the right translation of
X induces the right multiplication on Xi

j , i.e., rXasij corresponds to Ra˚X P TgaGlpnq. It
follows directly that the matrix raXa´1sij is in correspondence with AdapXq P Taga´1Glpnq.
As a consequence, if A P glpnq is a left-invariant vector field on Glpnq and Aij is the

matrix corresponding to A at the identity, rgAsij is the matrix that corresponds to A at g.
Consider a second element B P glpnq for which Bi

j corresponds to Be P TeGlpnq. It is a
short exercise to show that

rA,Bsgf “ gikprABs
k
j ´ rBAs

k
jqB

j
i |ef “ rgrA,Bss

i
jB

j
i |ef,

where the commutator on the right-hand side of the second equation is the ordinary
matrix commutator. One concludes that the left-invariant vector field rA,Bs P glpnq at
the identity corresponds to rA,Bsij P Mpnq. As a result of that is there a Lie algebra
isomorphism between the set of left-invariant vector fields on Glpnq and the set of matrices
Mpnq, equipped with the matrix commutator. Since it is far more practical to use matrices
in applications, we shall identify them with the set of left-invariant vector fields, so that
in the following glpnq refers to the set of real nˆ n matrices, where the composition rule
is the matrix commutation operation.

Finally, it is useful to find out how the Maurer–Cartan form looks like on Glpnq. Assume
Xi

j is the matrix that corresponds to X P TgGlpnq. In general, the Maurer–Cartan form
sends a tangent vector into the Lie algebra by left translating it to the identity, where it is
identified with the corresponding element of the Lie algebra. Since for the general linear
group, the Lie algebra glpnq consists of the matrices making up the components of the
left-invariant vector fields at the identity, it follows that the Maurer–Cartan form should
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2.3 Principal fibre bundles

be a mapping
Xi

j B
j
i |g ÞÑ rg´1Xsij ,

where rg´1Xsij is the matrix corresponding to Lg´1˚X P TeGlpnq. Therefore, at any point
g P Glpnq, the Maurer–Cartan form is given by the glpnq-valued one-form

ωGlpnq “ rg
´1sikdg

k
j : TgGlpnq Ñ glpnq. (2.2.3)

This is the reason why the Maurer–Cartan form is sometimes written formally as g´1dg,
albeit it only makes sense for matrix Lie groups.

2.3 Principal fibre bundles

In this last section, we review the notion of principal and their associated fibre bundles.
The usefulness of fibre bundles for the description of physical phenomena can hardly be
understated, as it forms the background on which both the standard model of particle
physics and general relativity are formulated. Nevertheless, to implement a description
for the interactions these theories attempt to model, the bundle structure is not sufficient
and a geometry has to be defined on top through the introduction of connections. A
discussion on these connections and what type of geometries they create will be treated
in the following chapter. To start with the beginning, let us now define principal fibre
bundles.
Definition. A principal fibre bundle P pM, Gq over a manifold M with Lie group G

consists of a manifold P and an action of G on P , for which the following conditions are
satisfied:
(i) G acts freely on P on the right;
(ii) M “ P {G is the quotient space of P by the equivalence relation induced by the

right action of G, and the canonical projection π : P Ñ M is differentiable;
(iii) P is locally trivial, in the sense that every x P M has a neighborhood Ui such that

π´1pUiq is isomorphic with Ui ˆG, i.e., there is a diffeomorphism

ψi : p P π´1pUiq ÞÑ pπppq, γippqq P Ui ˆG,

called a local trivialization, where γi is a mapping from π´1pUiq to G, such that
γippaq “ γippqa for any a P G.

We shall call P the bundle manifold, M the base manifold, π´1pxq » G the fibre over x,
and G the structure group or typical fibre of P . For every two overlapping charts Ui and
Uj , we define the transition functions tijpπppqq “ γippqγjppq

´1 for each p P π´1pUi X Ujq.
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2.3 Principal fibre bundles

The transition functions are constant on the fibres of P , so that they are mappings

tij : Ui X Uj Ñ G.

It is directly verified that tiipxq “ e for any x P Ui, that tjipxq “ tijpxq
´1 for any x P UiXUj ,

and that tijpxqtjkpxq “ tikpxq for any x P UiXUj XUk. The transition functions owe their
name to the fact that they relate different local trivializations on overlapping charts, namely
ψ´1
j pπppq, γjppqq “ ψ´1

i pπppq, γippqq “ ψ´1
i pπppq, tijpπppqqγjppqq for any p P π´1pUi X Ujq.

When there is a manifold F on which G acts on the left, the associated fibre bundle
with the principal bundle P pM, Gq is constructed as follows. First, an action of G on the
product manifold P ˆ F is defined through

pp, fq P P ˆ F ÞÑ ppa, a´1fq, with a P G.

Consider then the quotient space E “ pP ˆF q{G of equivalence classes rp, f s “ rpa, a´1f s,
induced by the action of G on PˆF . We shall denote this quotient space by E “ PˆGF “

P rF s. The projection πE : E Ñ M is specified by

πEprp, f sq “ πppq,

a mapping that is well defined, for πppaq “ πppq. Because for any x P M, there is a
neighborhood Ui for which π´1pUiq » Ui ˆG, it is also true that

π´1
E pUiq »

Ui ˆGˆ F

G
“ Ui ˆ F and π´1

E pxq » F,

the latter of which are called the fibres of E. The local trivializations on overlapping
charts Ui X Uj are given by

ψ̃jprp, f sq “ rψjppq, f s “ rπppq, γjppq, f s “ rπppq, e, γjppqf s

” pπEprp, f sq, ϕjprp, f sqq,

ψ̃iprp, f sq “ rψippq, f s “ rπppq, γippq, f s “ rπppq, e, tijpπppqqγjppqf s

“ pπEprp, f sq, tijprp, f sqϕjprp, f sqq,

so that ψ̃´1
j pπEprp, f sq, ϕjprp, f sqq “ ψ̃´1

i pπEprp, f sq, tijprp, f sqϕjprp, f sqq, from which we
conclude that the transition functions are the same on a principal bundle P and some
associated fibre bundle E.

A cross section of a fibre bundle P over a region Ui Ă M is a mapping σ : Ui Ñ P such
that π ˝ σ is the identity mapping on Ui. Similarly, one may consider cross sections of
associated fibre bundles.
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2.3 Principal fibre bundles

Proposition 2.3.1. Let QpM, Gq be a principal bundle and let F be a manifold on which
G acts on the left. There is a one-to-one correspondence between sections of QrF s “ QˆGF

and mappings ϕ : QÑ F that are G equivariant, i.e., R˚gφ “ g´1φ.

Proof. When ϕ : QÑ F is a map that satisfies ϕpqgq “ g´1ϕpqq for any g P G, a section
of QrF s is given by σpπpqqq ” rq, ϕpqqs for each q P Q. This is indeed a section, for it is
constant on the fibres:

σpπpqgqq “ rqg, ϕpqgqs “ rq, ϕpqqs “ σpπpqqq.

Conversely, let σ be section of QrF s. Then there must be a map QÑ F so that

σpπpqqq “ rq, ϕpqqs “ rqg, g´1ϕpqqs.

Because a section is constant on the fibres, σpπpqqq “ σpπpqgqq and ϕpqgq “ g´1ϕpqq, that
is, ϕ is G equivariant. ˝
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2.A Lie algebra-valued differential forms

Appendix 2.A Lie algebra-valued differential forms

In this dissertation, we use to some extent the index-free language of Lie algebra-valued
differential forms. Once familiar, they are very powerful in keeping equations readable and
focused on their algebraic structure. For convenience of the reader who is not at home
with the notation, we gather the facts necessary to understand its use.

Consider a manifold M and a Lie algebra g. The space of g-valued differential p-forms
on M, i.e., gbΩppMq, will be denoted by ΩppM, gq. If tEaua“1... dim g is a basis for g, an
element η of ΩppM, gq can be expanded as ηabEa, which will also be written as η “ ηaEa,
and where every ηa P ΩppMq.

For any two forms η P ΩppM, gq and θ P ΩqpM, gq such that p` q ď dim M, a bracket
operation is defined by

pη, θq P ΩppM, gq ˆ ΩqpM, gq ÞÑ rη, θs “ ηa ^ θbrEa, Ebs P Ωp`qpM, gq,

where the last bracket is of course just the ordinary Lie bracket of g. This operator is a
graded commutator, namely,

rη, θs “ p´1qpq`1
rθ, ηs,

and satisfies the graded Jacobi identity (let ω P ΩrpM, gq):

p´1qrprrη, θs, ωs ` p´1qpqrrθ, ωs, ηs ` p´1qqrrrω, ηs, θs ” 0,

which can be rewritten in the alternative form

rη, rθ, ωss “ rrη, θs, ωs ` p´1qpqrθ, rη, ωss.

From this identity it follows that

rη, rθ, θss “

#

2rrη, θs, θs for odd q,
0 for even q.

The exterior derivative of differential forms can naturally be extended to act on Lie
algebra-valued differential forms, by restricting its action on the form parts, that is,

η P ΩppM, gq ÞÑ dη “ dηaEa P Ωp`1pM, gq.

It obeys a graded Leibniz rule, namely,

drη, θs “ rdη, θs ` p´1qprη, dθs.
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2.A Lie algebra-valued differential forms

Lastly, we observe that if η and θ are g-valued one-forms, then for any two vector fields
X and Y one has

rη, θspX,Y q “ rηpXq, θpY qs ´ rηpY q, θpXqs,

rη, ηspX,Y q “ 2rηpXq, ηpY qs.

In these expressions, we used the notation ηpXq “ ηapXqEa, so that the brackets on the
right-hand side reduce to the ordinary bracket of g.
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3 Cartan geometry

Having reviewed principal fibre bundles in the preceding chapter, we next discuss how
geometry is brought into play. Through the course of history geometry has undergone
a remarkable evolution— from Euclid’s axioms through Riemannian manifolds to its
present-day description in terms of connections on principal bundles [Che90]. To the broad
public, geometry remains a theory of Euclidean lengths and angles, or at best the analytical
equations as developed by Descartes. Within the standard models of physics Ehresmann
connections and Riemannian geometry are familiar concepts because of their applications
in particle physics and general relativity, respectively. The objective of this chapter is to
review the less-known structure of Cartan geometry, which generalizes the local geometry
of Riemannian spaces, i.e., Euclidean geometry, to generic Klein geometries, which describe
homogeneous spaces defined in terms of symmetry Lie groups. Such generalizations will
give us the mathematical tools to tackle the problem of formulating theories of gravity
whose local geometry is given by de Sitter space, instead of Minkowski space.

We begin by reviewing the more general Ehresmann connections, which define the
abstract geometries underlying Yang–Mills theories. Afterwards, the Klein geometry of
homogeneous spaces is introduced, followed by their nonhomogeneous generalizations in
Cartan geometry. To conclude, the relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections
is considered.



3.1 Ehresmann connections

3.1 Ehresmann connections

Let QpM, Gq be a principal G bundle over a manifold M. Because G acts freely on the
right on Q, the fundamental vector fields on the bundle space vanish nowhere. At any point
q they span the vertical subspace Vq Ă TqQ, whose dimension is equal to g. Vertical vectors
are tangent to the fibres of Q and form the kernel of the bundle projection. Furthermore,
the distribution q Ñ Vq is right invariant, i.e., Ra˚Vq “ Vqa for any a P G, because the
fundamental vector fields satisfy (2.2.2). Note, however, that a generic vertical vector field
must not be right invariant.

The vertical distribution is canonical on a principal bundle. On the other hand, at any
point q we are left with an infinite set of linear complements Hq “ TqQ ´ Vq, each of
dimension dim M “ dimQ´dimG. The geometric idea behind an Ehresmann connection
is to single out a smooth distribution q Ñ Hq that is right invariant, which is to say, a
distribution such that [Ehr51]
(i) TqQ “ Hq ` Vq,
(ii) Rg˚Hq “ Hqg, and
(iii) Hq depends differentiably on q, so that a smooth vector field X is separated into

smooth vector fields Xh and Xv, where Xh
q P Hq and Xv

q P Vq.
The subspaces Hq are said to be horizontal. Consequently, a connection singles out a
unique horizontal complement to every vertical subspace along the principal bundle, which
gives rise to a g-valued one-form as follows. Let ω be the differential form that maps a
vector field X on Q into the Lie algebra of G according to

ωqpXq “ A, where Xv
q “ A‹q .

If an Ehresmann connection is given on Q, then ω annihilates horizontal vector fields,
for they have no vertical components by construction. Furthermore, R˚gω “ Adg´1 ω,
an equality that follows from the right invariance of the horizontal distribution together
with (2.2.2). Therefore, it is possible to define an Ehresmann connection on a principal
bundle equivalently through the following connection one-form.
Definition. An Ehresmann connection ω on a principal bundle QpM, Gq is a g-valued
one-form that satisfies:
(i) ωpA‹q “ A, for each A P g;
(ii) R˚gω “ Adg´1 ω.

The horizontal subspace of TqQ is for every q defined by the kernel of ω, i.e.,

Hq “ tX P TqQ | ωpXq “ 0u.

27



3.1 Ehresmann connections

Note that the second item of this definition rightly implies that the horizontal distribution
is right invariant. Furthermore, the condition ωpXq “ 0 is a system of dimG ordinary
differential equations, thus leaving undetermined the dim M directions of the horizontal
subspaces. The advantage of the definition in terms of a one-form is that it lends itself
better to applications than the geometrically more intuitive definition given above. In
view of these applications it actually turns out to be necessary to pull back the connection
on the bundle space to a family of local connection forms on the base manifold M, since
it is in the latter that observational physics takes place.

Let tUiu be an open covering of M, for which ψi is a family of local trivializations and
tij a set of corresponding transition functions. For every chart Ui, we denote by σi the
cross section that is defined by σipxq “ ψ´1

i px, eq. The local connection form is constructed
subsequently as

ωi “ σ˚i ω : TUi Ñ g, (3.1.1)

which is a g-valued one form on Ui Ă M. The following proposition explains how the local
connection forms defined by different local trivialisations are related to each other.

Proposition 3.1.1. The local connection forms on overlapping charts Ui and Uj are
related by

ωj “ Adpt´1
ij qωi ` t

˚
ijωG. (3.1.2)

Proof. On two overlapping charts Ui and Uj , we observe that σjpxq “ σipxqtijpxq. If
X P TxM, it follows from Prop. 2.1.1 that

σj˚X “ Rtij˚σi˚X ` ρσi˚tij˚X.

To understand the right-hand side of this equation, it is useful to consider the following
diagrams, where the second represents the pushforward of the first, namely,

x pσipxq, tijpxqq σipxqtijpxq

σj

and (by Prop. 2.1.1)

X pσi˚X, tij˚Xq Rtij˚σi˚X ` ρσi˚tij˚X

σj˚

.

Next let tij˚X be equal to A P g at tijpxq. Because ρq˚Ag “ A‹qg for any q P Q and
g P G, it follows that ωpρσi˚tij˚Xq “ A “ ωGptij˚Xq. We thus find that

ωpσj˚Xq “ pR
˚
tijωqpσi˚Xq ` ωGptij˚Xq,
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3.1 Ehresmann connections

which proves the assertion. ˝

A horizontal lift of a curve xt in M is a curve x̃t in Q such that πpx̃tq “ xt and the
tangent vector to x̃t is horizontal for any t. The curve x̃t thus satisfies ωp 9̃xtq “ 0. These
conditions add up to a system of dimQ ordinary differential equations, so that there is a
unique horizontal lift of xt for each initial condition x̃0 “ q P π´1px0q.

Since it will be of use when defining the covariant derivative on associated vector bundles,
we construct a horizontal lift of a curve xt that lies within a chart Ui. If we choose a
section σi on Ui such that σipx0q “ x̃0, a curve gt exists in G for which x̃t “ σipxtqgt and
g0 “ e. Invoking Prop. 2.1.1, one finds that

dfpσipxtqgtq{dt “ Rgt˚dfpσipxtqq{dt` ρσipxtq˚dfpgtq{dt.

The lift is horizontal, so that ω annihilates the left-hand side, which implies that
ωpRgt˚σi˚ 9xtq “ ´ωpρσipxtq˚ 9gtq, where 9xt and 9gt denote the tangent vectors to xt and
gt, respectively. To simplify the right-hand side, note that if A is the element of g that coin-
cides with 9gt at a given t, then ρσipxtq˚ 9gt “ A‹σipxtqgt, and thus ωpρσipxtq˚ 9gtq “ Ae “ g´1

t 9gt.
Therefore, the lift x̃t “ σipxtqgt of xt is horizontal if and only if the curve gt solves the
system of ordinary differential equations

Adg´1
t
ωip 9xtq “ ´g

´1
t 9gt, with g0 “ e. (3.1.3)

The right G action by constant elements maps the horizontal lift x̃t trough x̃0 into a
horizontal lift x̃ta trough x̃0a. Indeed, πpx̃taq “ xt and ωpRa˚ 9̃xtq “ pR˚atωqp 9̃xtq ` a´1

t 9at,
which is equal to zero if and only if at is constant along the curve.

Because the curve xt has a unique horizontal lift through any point in the fibre above
x0, which in turn singles out a unique point in the fibre above a second point x1, a
corresponding map is induced. This mapping

xt : π´1px0q Ñ π´1px1q

is called the parallel displacement along the curve xt of the fibre at x0 to the fibre at
x1. Since horizontal lifts of xt are related by the right action of constant elements of G,
parallel transport commutes with the constant right action.

Finally, the curvature of an Ehresmann connection ω is the g-valued two-form defined as

Ω “ dω `
1
2 rω, ωs ùñ Ωi “ dωi `

1
2 rωi, ωis, (3.1.4)

where Ωi “ σ˚i Ω is the local curvature two-form, pulled back to the domain Ui of σi. The
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3.1 Ehresmann connections

curvature satisfies a Bianchi identity, namely,

dΩ` rω,Ωs ” 0 ùñ dΩi ` rωi,Ωis ” 0. (3.1.5)

On overlapping charts Ui and Uj , the curvature forms Ωi and Ωj are related by1 [Sha97]

Ωj “ Adpt´1
ij qΩi. (3.1.6)

From now on, we shall not refer explicitly to the chart Ui on which the connection and
its curvature are pulled back, so that the forms on Q and their local versions on M are
denoted by the same symbols. This is not a problem, for their domains will make clear
which we are referring to. The section σ chosen to pull back the connection and curvature
is referred to as the gauge. Obviously, any other section σ1 is a valid gauge as well. On
their common domain, two gauges are related by the corresponding transition function
g´1, i.e., σ1 “ σg´1 which is referred to as the gauge transformation. The behavior under
gauge transformations of an Ehresmann connection and its curvature on the base manifold
is determined by Eqs. (3.1.2) and (3.1.6), for tij “ g´1.

To conclude this section on Ehresmann connections on principal bundles, we introduce
parallel transport and covariant differentiation on associated vector bundles, which is a
derivative operator that is consistent with the geometry of the bundle. Let E “ QrV s be
the associated bundle with QpM, Gq, such that V is a linear representation space of G.
The fibres of E are isomorphic to V as vector spaces, whereby vector addition and scalar
multiplication is given by

c1rq, vs ` c2rq, ws “ rq, c1v ` c2ws.

If the set tEaua“1... dimV forms a basis for V , then the collection trq, Easu is a basis for the
fibre over x “ πpqq, because any element π´1

E pxq can be written as rq, vaEas “ varq, Eas,
where q P π´1pxq.

Given a curve xt and a horizontal lift x̃t, a section s “ rx̃t, vpxtqs of the vector bundle
E is parallel transported along a curve xt on M if the V -valued function vpxtq is constant.
Note that parallel transport is independent of the horizontal lift chosen. Whether a section
is parallel transported along xt therefore only depends on the Ehresmann connection ω,
and is quantified by the covariant derivative D 9xts “ rx̃t, 9vpxtqs. It follows directly that a
section is parallel transported if and only if its covariant derivative vanishes everywhere
along xt.
In order to express the covariant derivative on a local chart U Ă M, we assume that

1This relation may also be verified by reconsidering the proof for Prop 3.1.1 if we substitute Ω for ω.
More precisely, when we take into account that Ω returns zero if at least one of its arguments is vertical,
which is proven in §3.3, one obtains (3.1.6).
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3.2 Klein geometry

xt lies within U . Let σ : U Ñ Q be a section such that σpxtqgt “ x̃t with g0 “ e,
and let eapxq “ rσpxq, Eas be a frame field on U . The covariant derivative of a section
spxtq “ vapxtqeapxtq “ rx̃tg

´1
t , vpxtqs is given by (note that theG action on V is represented

by matrices)

D 9xtspxtq “ rx̃t, dpg
´1
t q{dt vpxtq ` g

´1
t dvpxtq{dts “ rσpxtq, ωp 9xtqvpxtq ` 9vts,

where we used (3.1.3). This can be further worked out to give

D 9xtpv
aeaq “ 9xµt pBµv

a ` ωabµv
bqea,

which leads to the well known expression of the covariant derivative of a field v in component
form, that is,

pDµvq
a
“ Bµv

a ` ωabµv
b. (3.1.7)

Under a gauge transformation σ Ñ σ1 “ σg´1, we have

va ÞÑ v1a “ gabv
b, ωab ÞÑ ω1ab “ gacω

c
drg

´1sdb ` g
a
cdrg

´1scb.

3.2 Klein geometry

At the time Felix Klein initiated its Erlanger Programm in 1872, of which an English
translation was published about twenty years later [Kle93], a collection of homogeneous
geometries had come to light, such as, for example, projective and hyperbolic geometry.
These geometries differed to a more or less extent from the Euclidean geometry, which
for two millennia had been the unique geometry that was described by a consistent set of
theorems. Any of the newly conceived geometries had its own theory, which, although
showing similarities in its axioms, were above all conspicuous by the degree to which they
contrasted.
It was Klein who, instead of giving too much importance to their dissimilarities, ap-

preciated the common structure that existed among these geometries. He observed that
each geometry is the study of a set of properties of configurations that belong to some
manifold S, and that these geometric properties are invariant under a Lie group G of
transformations— the principal group or Hauptgruppe— acting on the left on S. An
obvious example is given by Euclidean geometry, in which the geometric properties are
angles and lengths in three-dimensional space, and the group of transformations is the
so-called group of motions, which consists of the rotations SOp3q and the vector group of
translations R3.
Conversely, the geometric properties are characterized by their invariance under the

transformations of the principal Lie group. Given a Lie group G and a manifold S of
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3.2 Klein geometry

any dimension on which there is defined a left G action, a corresponding geometry is
defined, in which the real geometric properties are those that remain invariant under
G transformations. Thereby, Klein shifted emphasis of the geometric properties to the
principal group, which lead to a unified description for “a series of almost distinct theories,
which are advancing in comparative independence of each other” [Kle93]. In what follows
we take a closer look at Klein’s point of view on homogeneous geometries.
Definition. A homogeneous space consists of a manifold S and a Lie group G that acts on
the left of S in a transitive and effective way. The elements of G are called the symmetries
of S, while G is said to be the symmetry group of the homogeneous space.
Given a point ξ P S, Hξ denotes the subgroup of G that leaves ξ fixed, i.e., Hξpξq “ ξ.

Because S is transitive under the action of G, it can be identified with the right cosets
G{Hξ, namely,

gpξq P S é rgs P G{Hξ,

where rgs is the equivalence class induced by the relation g „ gh for any h P Hξ. At
first sight, the description of the homogeneous space in terms of its symmetry group
apparently forces one to break the symmetry by singling out a point preferred over the
others. However, one must take into account that there is nothing special about our choice
for ξ to be the origin of S, as any other point ξ1 will serve as well. The broken symmetries
are then understood to be merely hidden. To be sure, if ξ1 “ apξq were taken the origin, S
is identified with G{Hξ1 , where the isotropy group of ξ1 is related with the isotropy group
of ξ by the adjoint action, namely, Hξ1 “ aHξa

´1.
Instead of describing a geometry with an origin ξ as the pair pS, ξq and principal group

G, we may as well describe it as a pair pG,Hξq. The change of viewpoint necessitates
a choice of origin in a trivial way, since the combined set of isotropy groups of different
choices are mutually isomorphic. Nonetheless, it has a physically nontrivial meaning that
the group inclusion

i : H Ñ G,

is not canonically given, if ipHq “ Hξ denotes the isotropy group of ξ. For now, we shall
assume this subtlety understood and denote each one them by the same letter H.
Definition. A Klein geometry pG,Hq consists of a Lie group G and a closed subgroup
H Ă G, such that the space of cosets G{H is connected. The manifold S » G{H is called
the homogeneous space of the Klein geometry.

The Klein geometry is reductive if there is a direct sum decomposition as vector spaces
g “ h‘ p that is AdpHq invariant, which is equivalent to the conditions

rh, hs Ď h and rh, ps Ď p.
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3.2 Klein geometry

Note that the action of G is effective if and only if the largest subgroup of H normal in G
is trivial. The Klein geometry pG,Hq is therefore said to be effective in case the identity
elements constitute the largest subgroup of H that is normal in G.
The natural projection of G onto its right cosets gives rise to a principal H bundle

GpG{H,Hq, with the right action of H on the bundle space canonically given. The
fundamental vector fields generated by elements of h are identical to the latter. Indeed,
let A P h so that at “ expptAq is a one-parameter subgroup of H. For any function f on
G, one derives

A‹gatf “
d

dt
fpgatq “ Lg˚Aatf “ Agatf.

Summarizing, the following structure is associated with an effective Klein geometry
pG,Hq:
(i) The homogeneous space S » G{H on which G acts transitively and effectively;
(ii) A principal fibre bundle GpG{H,Hq;
(iii) There is a g-valued one-form on the bundle space, given by the Maurer-Cartan form

ωG, which satisfies
(a) The linear map ωG : TgGÑ g is an isomorphism, at any g P G;
(b) ωGpA‹q “ A, for each fundamental vector field corresponding to A P h;
(c) R˚hωG “ Adph´1qωG, for every h P H.

After having read the items just summed up, one should pause a moment to assure
himself of the power of the Kleinian point of view on homogeneous spaces. The shift from
the concrete geometric properties to the abstract Lie theoretic viewpoint allowed one to
recognize a fairly rich amount of structure associated with the geometry. It is this Lie
theoretic language that allows for a beautiful generalization to nonhomogeneous spaces,
and where the homogeneity is retained at the infinitesimal level, which forms the subject
of Cartan geometry, to be reviewed in the following section.
When the homogeneous space describes spacetime, the symmetry group is also called

the kinematic group. Homogeneous spacetimes underly a corresponding theory of special
relativity and exhibit metrical properties, which a priori are not determined by the
symmetry group. For instance, in §4.1 we shall consider de Sitter spaces with different
cosmological constants. These have the same symmetry groups but differ in their metrical
properties, depending only but crucially on the value of the cosmological constant. The
extra information required to introduce a metric on the Klein space G{H can nevertheless
be blended without effort into the Lie theoretic structure of Klein geometries, which we
sketch as follows. First note that prh ˝ ωG is an Ehresmann connection on the bundle
GpG{H,Hq, which we do not verify explicitly as it also follows as a special case from
Prop. 3.3.1. Furthermore, the space Hg “ rprp ˝ ωG|gs

´1
ppq Ă TgG is horizontal with

respect to the connection prh ˝ ωG at any g P G, and is equal in dimension to the tangent
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3.3 Cartan geometry

space TrgsG{H. Therefore, the tangent spaces to the Klein space can be identified with
the vector space p “ g{h, up to the adjoint H action,2 in accordance with the diagram

TgG

p

TrgsG{H

π

prh ˝ ωG

If an AdpHq invariant metric is defined on p, a corresponding metric is induced on the
tangent bundle of S » G{H. This metric on p can be given canonically, such as the
Cartan–Killing metric, or defined by hand, and included in the definition of the Klein
geometry. The resulting structure is called a metric Klein geometry.

3.3 Cartan geometry

The spaces of Klein geometries are perfectly homogeneous, so that they look identical
at all points and at every scale. They are adequate to describe physical objects at some
scales but generally become quite useless at other scales. For example, when viewed
at over a large enough scale our universe looks homogeneous, but such a description
clearly becomes insufficient on smaller scales, at which the distribution of matter is
nonhomogeneous [WLR99].
Before Klein developed its theory of homogeneous geometry in terms of the principal

group, a first notion of nonhomogeneity of manifolds was introduced in the form of
Riemannian spaces [Rie54]. More precisely, in Riemannian manifolds the homogeneity
of Euclidean spaces disappears, for the distance between two infinitesimally separated
points xµ and xµ ` dxµ ceases to be constant along space, while it is given by the square
root of the quadratic form gµνpxqdx

µdxν , where the two-form g is called the metric.
Such a generalization, however, did also break the Euclidean nature at the infinitesimal
level of space, since there is no canonical way to relate the geometric properties of
infinitesimal elements at different points.3 This changed when Levi-Civita developed
parallel displacement of tangent spaces along curves in space, an operation in which the
length of elements and the angles between elements are ensured to be preserved [LC16], or
in other words, an operation with respect to which the metric is covariantly constant. In
this way, it has meaning to say that the geometry is locally of a Euclidean nature, since

2This follows from Hgh “ Rh˚Hg, see also the discussion following Prop. 3.3.1.
3It is true that the tangent space can be shown to have the Euclidean metric, but this is not sufficient to
recover an infinitesimal Euclidean geometry, because one should also be able to translate the tangent
space at one point to the tangent space at a neighboring point, without modifying the geometric
properties, which in this case are the Euclidean length and angles.
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3.3 Cartan geometry

Euclidean geometry Klein geometry

Riemannian geometry Cartan geometry

Figure 3.1: Generalization scheme of geometries, where generalization runs along the
direction of the arrows. The first row includes homogeneous manifolds in which the
symmetry group of Euclidean geometry is generalized to generic Lie groups. The second
row are the corresponding nonhomogeneous geometries, which retain the homogeneity
of their model geometries at the local level, but which are more general in that they
have nonvanishing curvature and torsion. Adapted from [Sha97].

its geometric properties in the tangent space are invariant under rotations and parallel
transport. The degree to which nonhomogeneity of the Riemannian space differs from
the Euclidean geometry, namely, the degree to which an around an infinitesimal loop
parallel transported tangent Euclidean space differs from its preimage, is quantified by the
presence of curvature and torsion.
Therefore, Riemannian spaces generalize the flat Euclidean space, for which both

curvature and torsion vanish, while their local geometry remains Euclidean. On the other
hand, we discussed in the previous section how Klein geometry generalizes Euclidean
geometry to generic homogeneous spaces by defining the geometry in terms of a symmetry
Lie group. The French mathematician Élie Cartan recognized that both directions of
the generalization of Euclidean spaces could be unified in one consistent theory. Just as
Riemannian geometry is a nonhomogeneous version of its model Euclidean geometry, any
Klein geometry gives way to a nonhomogeneous Cartan geometry [Car23a, Car26, Car35],
which retains the geometric properties of the homogeneous space at the infinitesimal level.
This scheme of generalizations is summarized in Fig. 3.1.

Our review on Cartan geometry principally follows [Sha97], a must-read for those
who want an extended analysis of the subject and some of its applications. Further
mathematically rigorous discussions on Cartan geometry are found in [Kob57, AM95],
while the articles [Wis09, Wis10, WZ12] are helpful for understanding the geometric
intuition that underlies the abstract notions central to the mathematics. In the following,
we shall assume that G and H are Lie groups, such that H is a subgroup of G, and denote
their Lie algebras by g and h, respectively.
Definition. A Cartan geometry pP,Aq modeled on pg, Hq consists of a principal H bundle
P pM, Hq, on which there exists a g-valued one-formA— the Cartan connection— satisfying
the following properties:
(i) The map A : TpP Ñ g is a linear isomorphism, at any p P P ;
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3.3 Cartan geometry

(ii) ApB‹q “ B, for each fundamental vector field corresponding to B P h;
(iii) R˚hA “ Adh´1 A, for every h P H.
A Cartan geometry is said to be reductive if g “ h ‘ p, where p “ g{h, is a reductive
splitting.

The Cartan connection differs from an Ehresmann connection in the first of its defining
properties. Whereas the latter connection is valued in the Lie algebra of its structure group,
a Cartan connection is valued in a larger algebra that must be of the same dimension
as P . This is an important ingredient of Cartan geometries, because it implies that the
dimension of the base manifold is equal to the dimension of the homogeneous space of the
Klein geometry pG,Hq, i.e.

dim M “ dimG{H.

The isomorphism Ap can be inverted pointwise to give an injection of g into X pP q,
namely, A´1 : B P g ÞÑ A´1

p pBq P TpP . The H equivariance property of the Cartan
connection implies that A´1

ph “ Rh˚ ˝ A
´1
p ˝ Adh, as can be verified from the following

commuting diagram:

TpP TphP

g g

Rh˚

Ap AphAdh´1

.

Because ApB‹q “ B for each B P h and since A is a linear isomorphism, one concludes
that A´1pBq is the fundamental vector field that corresponds to B P h. At an arbitrary
point p, the restriction of the Cartan connection on the fibres yields

AppB
‹q “ B “ ωHpB

‹q,

where on the most right-hand side B‹ denotes the fundamental vector field on the Lie group
H. It is in this sense that the Cartan connection is said to restrict to the Maurer-Cartan
form on the fibres of P , i.e., A|H “ ωH .
The Cartan curvature is the exterior covariant derivative of the Cartan connection,

which is given by
F “ dA`

1
2 rA,As, (3.3.1)

and satisfies the Bianchi identity

dF ` rA,F s ” 0. (3.3.2)

The g-valued two-form F is strictly horizontal in the sense that it vanishes if at least one of
its arguments is a vertical vector field. This can be understood by observing that A restricts
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3.3 Cartan geometry

to ωH on the fibres, whose exterior covariant derivative is always zero, see (2.2.1). Explicitly,
it is verified as follows. Since F is a two-form, it is enough to check that F pXv, Y q vanishes,
where Xv is a vertical and Y a generic vector field on P . At any p P P , there is a B P h
such that Xv

p “ B‹p “ A´1
p pBq. Thence, FppXv, Y q “ dAppA

´1
p pBq, Y q ` rB,AppY qs, and

dAppA
´1
p pBq, Y q “

`

iA´1
p pBq ˝ dA

˘

p
pY q

“ ´
`

d ˝ iA´1
p pBqA

˘

p
pY q `

`

LA´1
p pBqA

˘

p
pY q,

where we used (2.1.8). Since iB‹A “ B is a constant function, the first term vanishes. If we
denote bt “ expptBq, the second term can be written as limtÑ0

1
t rpR

˚
bt
Aq

p
pY q ´AppY qs “

´ adBpAppY qq. We thus find that what was looked for:

FppX
v, Y q “ ´ adBpAppY qq ` adBpAppY qq ” 0.

A Cartan geometry is said to be flat if the Cartan curvature vanishes. An example of
a flat Cartan geometry modeled on pg, Hq is the Klein geometry pG,Hq. More precisely,
the pair pG,ωGq is a flat Cartan geometry, which can easily be verified by comparing the
definition for the latter with the structure associated with a Klein geometry discussed
in §3.2. Conversely, the space M of a flat Cartan geometry modeled on pg, Hq is in the
neighborhood of any point of M isomorphic as a Cartan geometry to an open subset of
the Klein space S » G{H [Sha97]. The Cartan curvature is thus a measure that quantifies
the nonhomogeneity of M, in comparison with the perfect homogeneity of the Klein space
S.
For the following, we restrict our attention to reductive Cartan geometries for which,

moreover, the Lie algebra g is symmetric. Concretely, there is a reductive splitting as
vector spaces

g “ h‘ p (3.3.3)

such that rh, hs Ď h, rh, ps Ď p, and rp, ps Ď h. It is the last condition that is necessarily
fulfilled in order that a reductive algebra be symmetric. When the Cartan geometry is
reductive, it is sensible to consider the corresponding decompositions of the connection
and its curvature, thus defined by

Ah “ prh ˝A
Ap “ prp ˝A

and
Fh “ prh ˝ F
Fp “ prp ˝ F,

because they transform reducibly under the right H action.

Proposition 3.3.1. The one-form Ah P ΩpP, hq is an Ehresmann connection on P ,
and the one-form Ap P ΩpP, pq is a displacement form, namely, H equivariant, i.e.,
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3.3 Cartan geometry

R˚hAp “ Adph´1qAp for each h P H, and strictly horizontal.

Proof. Because A is H equivariant and since g is reductive, it follows that R˚hAh`R
˚
hAp “

Adph´1qAh `Adph´1qAp. By rearranging this equation so that

R˚hAh ´Adph´1qAh “ Adph´1qAp ´R
˚
hAp,

we obtain an equality between an h-valued left-hand side and a p-valued right-hand side.
This only makes sense if both sides vanish, which proves the H equivariance of Ah and Ap.

Next let B‹ be the fundamental vector field that corresponds to B P h. We have that
B “ ApB‹q “ AhpB

‹q `AppB
‹q, or

B ´AhpB
‹q “ AppB

‹q.

This can only be true if both sides vanish, hence AhpB
‹q “ B and AppB

‹q “ 0, which
completes the proof. ˝

Note that for any B P p, AhpA
´1pBqq “ 0 as A is an isomorphism. Consequently, at

any p P P the subspace A´1
p ppq is horizontal with respect to the Ehresmann connection

Ah. Conversely, any element of Hp must be in A´1
p ppq, so that at A´1

p ppq “ Hp. If g is
reductive, the distribution p Ñ A´1

p ppq is right invariant and is therefore equal to the
horizontal distribution that corresponds to Ah:

Hph “ A´1
ph ppq “ Rh˚A

´1
p pAdhppqq “ Rh˚Hp,

This also implies that the tangent spaces of M can be identified with p, up to adjoint H
transformations, because π˚ : Hp Ñ TxM is right invariant. Moreover, if there is defined
an AdpHq invariant metric on p, it can be pulled back to give a metric structure on the
base manifold M.

The two-forms Fh and Fp are H equivariant and horizontal, because the same is true for
F , as has been verified above. For a symmetric Lie algebra, the definition for the Cartan
curvature (3.3.1) allows us to express them in terms of Ah and Ap, namely,

Fh “ dAh `
1
2 rAh, Ahs `

1
2 rAp, Aps, (3.3.4a)

and
Fp “ dAp ` rAh, Aps. (3.3.4b)

The h-valued Fh is called the (corrected) curvature of the geometry. In general, this is
not the same as the exterior covariant derivative of the Ehresmann connection Ah, which
is given by dAh `

1
2 rAh, Ahs only. The p-component Fp of the Cartan curvature is called

the torsion of the geometry. The Klein geometry pG,Hq is therefore a Cartan geometry
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3.4 Relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections

modeled on pg, Hq with vanishing curvature and torsion.
We also decompose the Bianchi identity (3.3.2) in an h-, respectively, p-valued component,

rendering the identities

dAh
˝ dAh

Ah ” 0, (3.3.5a)
and

dAh
˝ dAh

Ap ` rAp, dAh
Ahs ” 0, (3.3.5b)

where dAh
is the exterior covariant derivative with respect to the Ehresmann connection Ah.

The structures associated with a Cartan connection were heretofore all considered on
the bundle space P only. As we already mentioned in §3.1, it is necessary to pull back the
geometric objects to the base manifold, for it is here that physical theories are implemented
in a concrete manner. Just as an Ehresmann connection and its curvature are pulled back
by a family of gauges σ, a Cartan connection and its curvature give rise to a family of
local connection and curvature forms, defined on subdomains of M. These local forms
will be denoted by the same symbols as the corresponding forms on P . Furthermore,
from the transformation behavior of the Cartan connection and its curvature under gauge
transformations σ ÞÑ σ1 “ σh´1, one concludes that the local connection A and curvature
F transform as

A ÞÑ AdphqA` h´1˚ωH and F ÞÑ AdphqF, (3.3.6)

where h´1˚ωH “ hdh´1 if H is a matrix group. We conclude in mentioning that the
p-valued part of the local connection, i.e., Ap : TxM Ñ p is an isomorphism. This follows
from the first condition in the definition of a Cartan connection. Naturally, such an
isomorphism only makes sense for reductive Cartan geometries.

3.4 Relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections

In this final section on Cartan geometry we discuss the relationship between Ehresmann
connections and Cartan connections. To be precise, we shall review how certain Ehresmann
connections on a principal G bundle restrict to Cartan connections modeled on pg, Hq on
a reduced H bundle.
The reduction of a principal G bundle to a principal bundle with structure group H,

H being a subgroup of G, comes down to the restriction of the structure group G to
the smaller group H, as will be reviewed in §3.4.1. At various places in physics, such a
mechanism generally models a situation in which a larger symmetry group is broken down
to an enclosed group describing less symmetry. Such a reduction of symmetries may be
forced by hand or may happen by chance, which is the case in spontaneous symmetry
breaking.
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3.4 Relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections

We already saw that the notion of symmetry breaking is closely related to the Lie
theoretic description of homogeneous spaces in Klein geometry, where the isomorphism
S » G{ipHq depends on the inclusion i : H Ñ G, ipHq “ Hξ being the isotropy group of
an arbitrary point ξ in S. In a similar way, a principal G bundle reduces to a principal
H bundle by singling out a section ξ of the associated G bundle with typical fibre S.
Conceptually, the section ξ locally singles out a point ξpxq of the fibre Sx over x, which
breaks the symmetry group G of S pointwise to ixpHq “ Hξpxq. Concomitantly, some
Ehresmann connections on the G bundle restrict to Cartan connections on the reduced
H bundle. A rather rigorous discussion of this reduction process is indispensable to
understand how the accompanying breakdown of symmetry can be recovered by observing
that the choice of section ξ is completely arbitrary, an observation that will be of use
in §4.3.

3.4.1 Reduction of principal fibre bundles

Our short synthesis on the reduction of principal bundles is based on the work [KN96a,
Hus66, HJJS08], but the notation used here is slightly adapted so that it will be easier to
make connection with its role played later on in this dissertation.
Definition. Let P pM, Hq be a principal H bundle and QpM, Gq a principal G bundle
over the same base manifold M, such that ix : H Ñ G is an inclusion, i.e., an injective
homomorphism, for each x P M. Let ı : P Ñ ıpP q Ă Q be a homeomorphism such that

ıpphq “ ıppqixphq and πQ ˝ ı “ πP , where x “ πP ppq.

We then say that P is a reduction of Q and that the structure group G is reduced to the
group H » ixpHq, while Q is called an extension of P .
Note that the inclusion ix varies along M, but that each ixpHq is isomorphic with

any other, so that the definition makes sense. Because ixpHq is a subgroup of G we can
construct the space Q{ixpHq of equivalence classes rqs “ rq ixphqs, where πQpqq “ x. We
denote the canonical projection of Q onto the space of equivalence classes by

µx : q P Q ÞÑ rqs P
Q

ixpHq
.

Just as we could identify a space S that is symmetric under G with the space of cosets
G{Hξ, where Hξ is the group leaving ξ fixed, it is possible to identify the associated
bundle QˆG S with the space of equivalence classes Q{ixpHq, where ixpHq “ Hξpxq for
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3.4 Relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections

any x “ πQpqq, namely,

rq, aξs P QˆG S é rqas P
Q

ixpHq
.

This is a well-defined identification, for rqas “ rqa ixphqs é rqa, ixphqξs “ rqa, ξs.
Given a principal H bundle P pM, Hq, we always can extend it to a principal G bundle

as follows. Consider the associated fibre bundle Q “ P ˆixpHq G, where x “ πP ppq, which
consists of the equivalence classes rp, gs “ rph, ixphqgs. The manifold Q is turned into a
principal fibre bundle over M with structure group G by including the right G action,
naturally defined by rp, gsg1 “ rp, gg1s. The right action on the space of equivalence classes
Q “ P rGs is well defined, because it commutes with the left action, i.e.,

rp, gsg1 “ rph, ixphqgsg
1 “ rph, ixphqgg

1s “ rp, gg1s.

The extension is then constructed by

ı : p P P ÞÑ rp, es P Q “ P ˆixpHq G.

On the other hand, it is generally not possible to reduce a principal bundle QpM, Gq to
a principal H bundle. This is the subject of study in the following proposition.

Proposition 3.4.1. A principal bundle Q with structure group G is reducible to a principal
bundle P with structure group H, if and only if the associated bundle QrSs, where S » G{H,
admits a globally defined section.

Proof. First assume that ı : P Ñ Q is a reduction. The composed mapping σ̃ “ µx ˝ ı :
P Ñ Q{ixpHq » QrSs is constant on the fibres of P , since for every h P H

µxpıpphqq “ µxpıppqixphqq “ µxpıppqq.

Hence, the mapping σ “ σ̃ ˝ π´1
P : x P M ÞÑ σ̃ppq P QrSs is a section, because

πQrSspσpxqq “ πQrSspσ̃ppqq “ πQrSsprıppq, ξsq “ πQpıppqq “ x,

so that πQrSs ˝ σ “ idM.
Conversely, let rq, ξs be a section of QrSs. According to Prop. 2.3.1, there is a corre-

sponding G equivariant mapping ϕ : QÑ S such that ξ “ ϕpqq. Consider the subspace of
Q, given by

ıpP q “ tq P Q | q “ ϕ´1pξq if πQpqq “ πQrSsprq, ξsqu.

Denote by πP the restriction of πQ on ıpP q and let q1 and q2 be elements of π´1
P pxq for some

x P M. It follows that ξ “ ϕpq1q “ ϕpq2q and that there exists an element g P G such that
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S » G{H

P pM, Hq QpM, Gq

QˆG S

M

ı

ϕ

µx

σ

Figure 3.2: The diagram summarizes which manifolds take part in the reduction process
and how they are related by the different mappings discussed in the text. The
reductions ı are in one-onto-one correspondence with the sections σ.

q1 “ q2g. Because ϕ is G equivariant, we have that ξ “ gξ, so that g P ixpHq, where ixpHq
is the fixed group of ξ. Therefore, the structure group of ıpP q is everywhere isomorphic
with H and ı : P Ñ Q is a reduction from the structure group G to ixpHq » H. ˝

To conclude, we summarize the reduction process diagrammatically in Fig. 3.2.

3.4.2 Restricting Ehresmann to Cartan connections

Consider a reduction ı : P Ñ Q from a principal G bundle to a principal H bundle such
that the dimension of P equals G. The following proposition specifies which Ehresmann
connections on Q are pulled back by the reduction to Cartan connection on P .

Proposition 3.4.2. Let ω P ΩpQ, gq be an Ehresmann connection on Q. If

kerω X ı˚pTP q “ 0, (3.4.1)

then the one-form A P ΩpP, gq defined by

A “ ı˚ω

is a Cartan connection on P .

Proof. Because kerωp X ı˚pTpP q is zero for every p, ı˚ω “ ω ˝ ı˚ is a g-valued one-form on
P that has no kernel.
(i) Because ı is an injection and the dimension of P and G are equal, ı˚ω is an

isomorphism at every p;
(ii) Let B‹ be the fundamental vector field on P that corresponds to B P h, namely, for

each function f we have B‹f “ dfppbtq{dt, where bt “ expptBq. It follows that

pı˚B
‹qf “

d

dt
fpıppqixpbtqq, where x “ πP ppq,
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3.4 Relation between Ehresmann and Cartan connections

which is fundamental vector field on Q corresponding to B P h. It follows that
ı˚ωpB‹q “ B for each B P h.

(iii) For any p it is true that ı ˝ Rhppq “ ıppqixphq “ Rixphq ˝ ıppq, where x “ πP ppq.
Therefore,

pR˚hı
˚ωqp “

`

ı˚R˚ixphqω
˘

p
“ Adpixphqqpı˚ωqp.

By identifying ixpHq » H at any x P M, this proves that A “ ı˚ω is a Cartan connection
on P pM, Hq. ˝

We have seen above that there is a one-onto-one correspondence between reduction
ı : P Ñ Q and section from the associated bundle QrSs “ QˆG S. Therefore, a Cartan
connection on P can be thought as an Ehresmann connection on Q together with a section
of QrSs for which the corresponding reduction satisfies (3.4.1).
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4 Cartan geometry of spacetimes with a
nonconstant cosmological function

The means of Cartan geometry now at our disposal, we next present the geometry of
spacetimes that are tangentially approximated by de Sitter spaces whose cosmological
constants vary over spacetime [Jen14]. For this purpose we consider a Cartan geometry
for which the local Klein space is at each point a de Sitter space, but for which the
combined set of pseudoradii forms a nonconstant function on spacetime. We begin with
a study of de Sitter space as a metric Klein geometry, after which de Sitter–Cartan
spacetimes with a cosmological function are introduced. We show that the torsion of
such geometries receives a contribution that is not present for a cosmological constant.
The structure group of the obtained de Sitter–Cartan geometry is by construction the
Lorentz group SOp1, 3q. Invoking the theory of nonlinear realizations, we extend the class
of symmetries to the enclosing de Sitter group SOp1, 4q, and compute the corresponding
spin connection, vierbein, curvature, and torsion.



4.1 Klein geometry of de Sitter space

χ0

Figure 4.1: Two-dimensional hyperboloid illustrating a de Sitter space with two spacelike
dimensions suppressed. The constant time slices represent three-spheres S3 with
time-dependent radii.

4.1 Klein geometry of de Sitter space

Four-dimensional de Sitter space dS is a spacetime that is visualized easiest by embedding
it as the hyperboloid1 [HE73, SSV02]

ηABχ
AχB “ ´

3
Λ with Λ ą 0

in the five-dimensional vector space R1,4 parametrized by Cartesian coordinates, see
Fig 4.1. The number Λ is the cosmological constant of Einstein’s equations [Wal84], for
which there is a different de Sitter space for every positive value of the cosmological
constant. In what follows we shall discuss de Sitter space explicitly from the Lie theoretic
point of view offered by metric Klein geometry, see also [KN96b, Wis10] and §3.2. Such a
treatment allows us to relate the cosmological constant of dS to a length scale defined in
the translational part of the Lie algebra sop1, 4q. This relation will be important when we
define spacetimes with a nonconstant cosmological function in §§4.2–4.3.
The group SOp1, 4q acts transitively and effectively on de Sitter spaces with arbitrary

cosmological constants, a standard result proven in [KN96a], for example. The Lorentz
group in five dimensions is therefore also called the de Sitter group. Hence, the de Sitter
group is the symmetry group of de Sitter space and the pairs pdS, SOp1, 4qq form a set of
homogeneous spaces, namely, one for each Λ. According to §3.2, in order to describe dS in
terms of its symmetry group is it necessary to single out an origin o, which we choose to

1We use the convention ηAB “ diagp`1,´1,´1,´1,´1q; see also §4.A.
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4.1 Klein geometry of de Sitter space

be the south pole, i.e., the point with coordinates oA “ p0, 0, 0, 0,´
a

3{Λq. The isotropy
group of the south pole consists of the elements of the de Sitter group that are of the form,

ΛAB “
˜

Λab 0
0 1

¸

, where Λab P SOp1, 3q. (4.1.1)

The fixed group of the origin is manifestly isomorphic to the Lorentz group in four dimen-
sions, whereas the matrix above clearly illustrates the inclusion SOp1, 3qo “ ipSOp1, 3qq Ă
SOp1, 4q. Because the action of the de Sitter group on dS is transitive, coset elements
of SOp1, 4q{SOp1, 3qo are in one-onto-one correspondence with points of de Sitter space,
namely, there is the isomorphism

λo : rΛABs P
SOp1, 4q
SOp1, 3qo

ÞÑ χA “ ΛABoB P dS. (4.1.2)

We shall denote the inclusion SOp1, 3qo by SOp1, 3q as well, so that it has been verified that
pSOp1, 4q, SOp1, 3qq is an effective Klein geometry, wherein the Klein space is isomorphic
to the de Sitter space, i.e., SOp1, 4q{SOp1, 3q » dS. Note however that the left-hand side
of this isomorphism does not make reference to the cosmological constant of the right-hand
side. Therefore, the present description offered by Klein geometry is not sufficient if we
want to discriminate between de Sitter spaces with different values for Λ. In concordance
with §3.2 we extend the structure to a metric Klein geometry in order to introduce metrical
properties on the Klein space. To do so, it is necessary to shift focus to the infinitesimal
structure of the principal group, namely, to its Lie algebra, as follows.
To begin with, it should be observed that the Klein geometry pSOp1, 4q, SOp1, 3qq

is a symmetric space. To be precise, in concordance with the definition of symmetric
spaces [KN96b, Loo69], there is an involutive automorphism σ on SOp1, 4q induced by the
linear transformation SAB : pχa, χ4q ÞÑ p´χa, χ4q, which in the fundamental representation
acts according to

σpΛqAB “ SACΛCDSDB , SAB “

˜

´14 0
0 1

¸

.

From (4.1.1) one sees that the Lorentz subgroup is invariant under the action of σ. This
automorphism on SOp1, 4q induces a corresponding automorphism on the algebra sop1, 4q,
which obviously is given by the adjoint action as well. Because σ is involutive, the vector
space sop1, 4q can be separated in an eigenspace h with eigenvalue 1 and an eigenspace p

with eigenvalue ´1, from which it furthermore follows that

rh, hs Ď h, rh, ps Ď p, and rp, ps Ď h,
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4.1 Klein geometry of de Sitter space

for σ commutes with the Lie bracket. Since the elements of the Lorentz subgroup remain
invariant under σ, sop1, 3q Ă h. In fact, in its fundamental representation elements of the
de Sitter algebra are of the form

ωAB “

˜

ωab 0
0 0

¸

´

˜

04 ωa{l

ωa{l 0

¸

,

“
i

2ω
abrMcds

a
b ` iω

brPbs
a
4, (4.1.3)

with ωa “ ´lωa4 and ωa “ ηabω
b, and where the Mab span the Lorentz algebra while the

Pa “Ma4{l the linear complement p “ sop1, 4q{sop1, 3q, which are called the infinitesimal
de Sitter translations or transvections. It is easy to check that p is the eigenspace of σ
with eigenvalue ´1, so that h “ sop1, 3q and

sop1, 4q “ sop1, 3q ‘ p (4.1.4)

is the corresponding Cartan decomposition [KN96b].
The symmetric nature of the de Sitter algebra just verified in the fundamental repre-

sentation can be observed in a way that does not depend on the representation, when
we decompose the commutation relations (4.A.1) for sop1, 4q according to the reductive
splitting (4.1.4):

´irMab,Mcds “ ηacMbd ´ ηadMbc ` ηbdMac ´ ηbcMad, (4.1.5a)
´irMab, Pcs “ ηacPb ´ ηbcPa, (4.1.5b)
´irPa, Pbs “ ´l

´2Mab. (4.1.5c)

Similarly to the decomposition (4.1.3) in the fundamental representation, an element ω of
sop1, 4q may be decomposed according to the reductive splitting (4.1.4) as i

2ω
abMcd`iω

aPa,
which naturally is invariant under the action of the Lorentz group. To obtain an expression
for the Lorentz action on sop1, 4q that is independent of the representation employed,
it is useful to compute it first for the fundamental representation. More precisely, if
ω “ i

2ω
ABMAB is an element of the de Sitter algebra in a generic representation, we would

like to find an explicit expression for the components i
2 rAdpΛqpωqsAB in

AdpΛqpωq “ i

2 rAdpΛqpωqsABMAB

“
i

2 rAdpΛqpωqsabMab ` irAdpΛqpωqsaPa.

These components are clearly independent of the representation, so that they can be found
through computing the adjoint action in the fundamental representation. Doing so, one
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4.1 Klein geometry of de Sitter space

obtains that

rAdpΛqpωqsab “ ΛacωcdΛbd and rAdpΛqpωqsa “ Λabωa. (4.1.6)

This way, we have an expression for the adjoint action on the de Sitter algebra for any
representation, whereas the part that depends on the representation is contained in the
form of the generators Mab and Pa. Note how ωab and ωa do not mix under the adjoint
action, which reflects the reductive nature of the de Sitter algebra.
We are now in the position to implement the isomorphism between the infinitesimal

de Sitter translations p and the tangent space to dS at the origin. This isomorphism is
canonically given as the pushforward of the isomorphism between SOp1, 4q{SOp1, 3q and
de Sitter space, explicitly written out in (4.1.2). With every iξaPa P p we identify an
element of TodS given by (let f P F pdSq)

λo˚
d

dt

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

0
fpexppitξaPaqq “

d

dt

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

0
fpλopexppitξaPaqqq

“
d

dt

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

0
rλopexppitξaPaqqsA

B

BχA

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

o

f

where

λopexppitξaPaqq “ exppitξarPasABqoB “ ´

¨

˚

˚

˚

˚

˚

˝

0
0
0
0

a

3{Λ

˛

‹

‹

‹

‹

‹

‚

`
1
l

c

3
Λ

¨

˚

˚

˚

˚

˚

˝

ξ0

ξ1

ξ2

ξ3

0

˛

‹

‹

‹

‹

‹

‚

t`Opt2q.

Consequently, the isomorphism takes the explicit form given by

iξaPa P p ÞÑ
1
l

c

3
Λξ

a B

Bχa

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

o

P TodS. (4.1.7)

Observe how the precise relation between corresponding elements depends upon the length
scale l, introduced above in the algebra of de Sitter translations. We will leave the value
of l arbitrary for the moment, and first consider its role in the metrical properties of the
Klein geometry.
To provide the Klein space with a metric structure, according to §3.2 an AdpSOp1, 3qq

invariant metric must be introduced on p. Such a metric is given naturally when restricting
the Killing form of sop1, 4q to p. For any two elements X and Y in sop1, 4q, the Killing
form is given by BpX,Y q “ 4 trpXY q [Hel78]. Therefore, upon restricting this form to p
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4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

we find
Bpiξ ¨ P, iϑ ¨ P q “ 4riξ ¨ P sABriϑ ¨ P sBA “

8
l2
ηabξ

aϑb,

which is a dimensionless number. Because we would like the inner product on p to result
in a quantity with a dimension of length squared, we make use of the length scale l to
define the symmetric bilinear form η “ pl2{8qB : pˆ pÑ R, so that

ηpiξ ¨ P, iϑ ¨ P q “ ηabξ
aϑb.

The isomorphism (4.1.7) induces a corresponding metric on the tangent space at the
origin of dS. More precisely, let g “ λ´1˚

o η : TodS ˆ TodS Ñ R so that

gpξ ¨ B, ϑ ¨ Bq “
l2Λ
3 ηpiξ ¨ P, iϑ ¨ P q “

l2Λ
3 ηabξ

aϑb.

This line element should be compared with the metric on dS that is induced by the
geometry of the embedding vector space R1,4. Since the latter is given by ηabξaϑb, it is
manifest that the metrical properties of the Klein space SOp1, 4q{SOp1, 3q coincide with
the geometry of a corresponding de Sitter space with cosmological constant Λ if and only
if we set the length scale introduced in the Lie algebra of de Sitter translations p according
to [Wis10]

l “

c

3
Λ . (4.1.8)

4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

In §3 we saw how Cartan geometries generalize homogeneous model Klein spaces to nonho-
mogeneous spaces with arbitrary curvature and torsion, while preserving the homogeneity
of the model space at the infinitesimal scale of the manifold, when the latter is equipped
with an adequate Cartan connection.

In this section we construct the Cartan geometry pP,Aq that is modeled on psop1, 4q,
SOp1, 3qq, where P is a principal Lorentz bundle over spacetime M and A is an sop1, 4q-
valued Cartan connection. The homogeneous model space for this geometry is de Sitter
space, whereas the corresponding Klein geometry described in §4.1 is an example of the
Cartan geometry with vanishing curvature and torsion. The spacetime thus obtained
describes a four-dimensional nonhomogeneous universe whose geometry at the infinitesimal
scale reduces to the geometry of de Sitter space, which in this sense are called tangent de
Sitter spaces. For such a spacetime local kinematics is governed by the de Sitter group,
something that will be made concrete in §6.

The cosmological constants of the de Sitter spaces tangent to spacetime are determined by
a length scale in the de Sitter algebra wherein the Cartan connection is valued. By letting
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4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

this length scale be spacetime-dependent in an arbitrary way, with the only restriction
of forming a smooth function, we shall obtain a geometry in which the cosmological
constants of the local de Sitter spaces vary correspondingly. Doing so, there will be defined
a nonconstant cosmological function Λ on spacetime from the outset. We shall call the
Cartan geometry obtained in the manner just outlined a de Sitter–Cartan geometry [Jen14].

In the present section we focus in a rather abstract manner on the basic ingredients of a
de Sitter–Cartan geometry with a nonconstant cosmological function. More precisely, the
structure group SOp1, 3q is considered abstractly a subgroup of SOp1, 4q without explicitly
making reference to the point of dS of which it is the isotropy group, whereas the de Sitter–
Cartan connection will be decomposed according to the corresponding reductive splitting.
Such a treatment is mathematically correct but not explicit enough if we would like to
interpret the Cartan connection on the Lorentz bundle P as an Ehresmann connection on
an extended de Sitter bundle Q together with a section in the associated bundle QrdSs of
de Sitter spaces. In such an interpretation the structure group SOp1, 3q » π´1

P pxq above
each x P M is given by the isotropy group of the point in dS » π´1

E pxq singled out by the
given section. For the moment we shall not enter into further details on this issue, and
come back to it in the following section. Let us nonetheless emphasize that the geometric
structure here outlined is complete, and that the spin connection, vierbein, curvature and
torsion of this section can also be seen as gauge-fixed versions of the corresponding objects
calculated in the section hereafter, as will become clear there.

A de Sitter–Cartan geometry is thus constructed over spacetime M when we introduce
a sop1, 4q-valued Cartan connection A, which may be decomposed with respect to the
reductive splitting (4.1.4) as

A “ Asop1,3q `Ap “
i

2A
abMab ` iA

aPa. (4.2.1)

Under the local Lorentz transformation Λ the Cartan connection transforms according to
(see Eq. (3.3.6))

A ÞÑ AdpΛqA` ΛdΛ´1.

Proposition 3.3.1 implies that the sop1, 3q-valued part of A is an Ehresmann connection
for the Lorentz bundle P , i.e., a spin connection. This can also be seen directly from the
transformation behavior of its components:

Aab ÞÑ ΛacAcdΛ d
b ` ΛacdΛ c

b .

From now on we shall refer to Aab as the spin connection of the geometry. While this is
correct for the fundamental representation, it must be remembered that the spin connection
in an arbitrary representation is really given by i

2A
abrMabs

α
β.
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4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

The p-valued one-form Ap is called the coframe field and constitutes a pointwise mapping
between tangent vectors and infinitesimal de Sitter translations. This mapping induces
another map that will be denoted by the same symbol as well as given the same name of
coframe field,2 namely,

Ap : V µBµ P TM ÞÑ iV apa “ iAaµV
µpa P E “ P ˆSOp1,3q p, (4.2.2)

where papxq “ rσpxq, Pas forms a basis for π´1
E pxq at any x P U Ă M and σ : U Ñ P

is a section. For simplicity’s sake, we shall denote the coframe field by its algebraic
components Aa “ Aaµdx

µ— once again, such a notation is complete only when the
fundamental representation is considered— and which rotate as a vector under local
Lorentz transformations, i.e.,

Aa ÞÑ ΛabAb.

Using this shorthand notation, the mapping (4.2.2) is reformulated as V a “ AapV q “

AaµV
µ.

Since at any given point Aa is an isomorphism TxM Ñ π´1
E pxq » p, its inverse exists.3

Such a bundle map takes elements V a P E as its input and results in vector fields over M,
hence is of the form Aa “ A µ

a Bµ. Since V aAa “ V , we have the orthogonality condition

AaνA
µ
a “ δµν . (4.2.3)

The vector fields A µ
a Bµ constitute the so-called vierbein. We choose the vierbein to form

a set of vector fields that are dual with the coframe, i.e., AapAbq “ δab , or

AaµA
µ
b “ δab . (4.2.4)

2A comment should be made here to clarify some mathematical subtleties regarding what is meant by the
coframe field [Wis10]. The form we denoted hitherto by Ap is a pulled-back version of the p-valued part
of the Cartan connection A : TP Ñ sop1, 4q from §3.3. On the other hand, in the physical literature
the coframe field is generally a bundle map Ãp from the tangent bundle to the associated bundle
E “ P ˆSOp1,3q p, i.e., the diagram

TM E

M

Ãp

π πE

commutes. If we denote the horizontal lift of a tangent vector X by X̃, the coframe field Ãp is defined
through Ap as

Ãp : X P TxM ÞÑ rp,AppX̃qs P π
´1
E pxq » p, where p P π´1

pxq.

It is shown in [Wis10] that the inverse relation identifies an Ap on P with each coframe field Ãp on M,
so that both forms may be denoted by the same name and symbol.

3As was mentioned at the end of §3.3, the mapping (4.2.2) is an isomorphism if the first condition in the
definition for a Cartan connection holds. If this condition is relaxed, such that the dimensions of P and
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4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

Although denoting the coframe Aa and vierbein Aa by the same letter might seem
somewhat confusing, there is good reason to do so. To see this we first note that the
mapping (4.2.2) induces a metric structure on M. Indeed, the Killing form η on p can be
pulled back to give a symmetric bilinear form g on M, i.e., for every two tangent vectors
V and W we define gpV,W q “ ηabA

apV qAbpW q,4 so that

gµν “ ηabA
a
µA

b
ν .

This metric is automatically nonsingular and of Lorentzian signature. As usual, its inverse
is denoted by gµν . Spacetime indices may then be raised or lower by g, while the same can
be done for algebraic indices with η. From the orthogonality conditions (4.2.3) and (4.2.4),
we then see that the coframe and vierbein really are the same object with its indices raised
or lowered. Therefore, we shall use the name coframe and vierbein interchangeably.

The vierbein identifies with every vector tangent to spacetime a unique infinitesimal de
Sitter translation. Intuitively speaking this signifies that displacements in spacetime are
generated by de Sitter translations: a tangent vector singles out a direction in which we
are to move in spacetime, while the corresponding infinitesimal de Sitter translation is the
actual physical displacement. These generators satisfy the commutation relations (4.1.5c),
so that the commutator of two infinitesimal translations in a de Sitter–Cartan spacetime
is proportional to a Lorentz rotation. The constant of proportionality is essentially the
cosmological constant of the tangent de Sitter spaces. To understand this one should
remember from §4.1 that the subspace of de Sitter translations p Ă sop1, 4q with length
scale l can be identified with the tangent spaces of a de Sitter space with cosmological
constant Λ, according to (4.1.7). Moreover, it was shown that the metrical properties of
dS implied by the Killing form on p under the identification (4.1.7) coincide with those
implied by the embedding pseudo-Euclidean space, if and only if l “

a

3{Λ, see (4.1.8).
Accordingly, at any point the vierbein constitutes a mapping of the space tangent to
spacetime onto a tangent space of the de Sitter space with cosmological constant

Λ “ 3
l2
. (4.2.5)

Because the Cartan connection is at any point valued in a copy of the de Sitter algebra, the
corresponding length scales defined pointwise in p can be chosen to form an arbitrary smooth
function l on spacetime. In particular, its first order derivatives may be nonvanishing.
Consequently, we have obtained a de Sitter–Cartan geometry that at any point x is
approximated by a de Sitter space whose cosmological constant Λpxq is spacetime-dependent

g remain equal, without Ap : TpP Ñ g being an isomorphism, however, one obtains the definition for a
generalized Cartan geometry [Wis10]. Then (4.2.2) cannot be assumed to be an isomorphism and the
corresponding metric structure on M will be degenerate.

4See §3.2.
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4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

in a nontrivial way. The combined set of these constants will be called the cosmological
function Λ, which in general is nonconstant:

dΛ ‰ 0.

With the objects at hand it is possible to define local Lorentz and spacetime covariant
derivatives. The covariant derivative of sections of E with respect to the spin connection
is given by

DµV
a “ BµV

a `AabµV
b. (4.2.6)

Correspondingly, an affine covariant derivative ∇ “ d` Γ is defined by

Γρνµ “ A ρ
a DµA

a
ν .

The vierbein is then covariantly constant with respect to the total covariant derivative, i.e.,
DµA

a
ν ´ ΓρνµAaρ “ 0. It follows directly that the metric is covariantly constant,5 namely,

∇ρgµν “ 0.

The Cartan curvature of a de Sitter–Cartan geometry is decomposed as

F “ Fsop1,3q ` Fp “
i

2F
abMab ` iF

aPa (4.2.7)

with respect to the splitting (4.1.4). The sop1, 4q-valued two-form F transforms covariantly
under local Lorentz transformations, i.e., F ÞÑ AdpΛqF . This implies that the curvature
F ab and torsion F a rotate as vectors under the action of the Lorentz group:

F ab ÞÑ ΛacF cdΛ d
b and F a ÞÑ ΛabF b.

The symmetric nature of the de Sitter algebra allows us to write the curvature and
5A different conclusion can be drawn if one defines the algebraic covariant derivative as

DµV
a
“ BµV

a
`AabµV

b
´ Bµ ln l V a “ DµV

a
´ Bµ ln l V a.

There is an extra term compared with the standard expression 4.2.6, which explicitly takes into account
that the generators Pa “Ma4{l change along spacetime. Correspondingly, an affine covariant derivative
∇̃ “ d` Γ̃ is defined by

Γ̃ρνµ “ A ρ
a DµA

a
ν “ A ρ

a DµA
a
ν ´ Bµ ln l δρν .

The vierbein is then covariantly constant with respect to these connections, i.e., DµA
a
ν ´ Γ̃ρνµAaρ “ 0.

On the other hand, one may verify that the metric is not covariantly constant, namely,

∇̃ρgµν “ Bρ ln l2 gµν .

This conclusion is in concordance with the results of [WZ14]. Note that this equation is completely
equivalent with ∇ρgµν “ 0, when it is considered that Γ̃ “ Γ´ d ln l.
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4.2 de Sitter–Cartan geometry

torsion as functions of the spin connection and vierbein. To that end we must make use
of (3.3.4) and (4.1.5), after which we find that

F ab “ dAab `A
a
c ^A

c
b `

1
l2
Aa ^Ab (4.2.8a)

“ dAA
a
b `

1
l2
Aa ^Ab,

and
F a “ dAa `Aab ^A

b ´
1
l
dl ^Aa (4.2.8b)

“ dAA
a ´

1
l
dl ^Aa,

where dA denotes the exterior covariant derivative with respect to the spin connection Aab.
The expressions (4.2.8) for the curvature and torsion in a de Sitter–Cartan geometry

differ at two places from the corresponding two-forms in a Riemann–Cartan geometry,
which are given by dAAab and dAAa, respectively [Tra06]. The curvature has an extra
term that accounts for the curvature of the local de Sitter spaces. Due to this term, a
flat de Sitter–Cartan geometry describes a de Sitter space. In order to see this let us
rewrite (4.2.8a) into an expression for the spin curvature

dAA
a
b “ F ab ´

1
l2
Aa ^Ab.

In a homogeneous de Sitter–Cartan geometry F ab vanishes and M is identical to the
model de Sitter space. This is indeed confirmed by the equation for the spin curvature,
since for a homogeneous geometry its Ricci scalar is given by

RrdAAabs “ AbuAaudAA
ab “ ´

12
l2
“ ´4Λ.

In addition, there is a term in the expression (4.2.8b) for the torsion which is new
compared with the torsion dAAa of a Riemann–Cartan spacetime. The presence of this
contribution has its origin in the spacetime-dependence of the length scale l in the algebra
of de Sitter transvection p, and comes about as follows. The torsion is the p-valued
two-form Fp “ dAp ` rAsop1,3q, Aps.6 The first term in this expression is expanded as

dAp “ dpiAaPaq “ i dAaPa ´ i

ˆ

dl

l
^Aa

˙

Pa,

since Pa “Ma4{l. By use of the relation (4.1.8) between l and the cosmological function

6See Eq. (3.3.4b).
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4.3 SOp1, 4q invariant de Sitter–Cartan geometry

Λ, the last term of the torsion can be rewritten as

´d ln l ^Aa “ 1
2d ln Λ^Aa,

which shows that this contribution depends on the relative infinitesimal change of the
cosmological function along spacetime rather than on its absolute change.
The Bianchi identities (3.3.5) for the given de Sitter–Cartan geometry reduce to

dA ˝ dAA
a
b ” 0, (4.2.9a)

and
dA ˝ dAA

a `Ab ^ dAA
a
b ” 0, (4.2.9b)

which are identical to the corresponding identities for a Riemann–Cartan geometry [Tra06].
The transformations that are consistent with the given geometry are local Lorentz

transformations and spacetime diffeomorphisms, the latter being unphysical as they merely
relabel spacetime coordinates [EZ06]. In contrast, we see from (4.2.1) and (4.2.7) that the
spin connection and vierbein, and the torsion and curvature form irreducible multiplets
with respect to elements of SOp1, 4q. For example, a local infinitesimal pure de Sitter
translation 1` iεpxq ¨P leads to the following variations of the spin connection and vierbein,

δεA
a
b “

1
l2
pεaAb ´ εbA

aq and δεA
a “ ´dεa ´Aabε

b `
dl

l
εa, (4.2.10)

while for the curvature and torsion it is found that

δεF
a
b “

1
l2
pεaFb ´ εbF

aq and δεF
a “ ´εbF ab .

Due to the reductive nature of sop1, 4q, these geometric objects are well defined up to local
Lorentz transformations only. Since local translational symmetry may play an important
role in theories of gravity, there is the need to extend the structure group to SOp1, 4q,
while preserving the presence of these different objects, necessary to construct geometric
theories of gravity. This will be discussed for the given de Sitter-Cartan geometry in the
following section.

4.3 SOp1, 4q invariant de Sitter–Cartan geometry

In order to extend the structure group from SOp1, 3q to SOp1, 4q, such that the geo-
metric objects obtained by the decomposition of a Cartan connection and curvature
according to the reductive splitting (4.1.4) are well defined, we nonlinearly realize the de
Sitter–Cartan connection of §4.2. The formalism of nonlinear realizations was originally
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developed to systematically study spontaneous symmetry breaking in phenomenological
field theory [CWZ69, CCWZ69, Vol73], see also [SS69], in which linearly transforming
irreducible multiplets become nonlinear but reducible realizations, when the symmetry
group is realized nonlinearly by one of its subgroups. Nonlinear realizations have been
applied to gravity in [ISS71, BO75], whereas Stelle and West [SW79, SW80] made use
of the formalism to realize connections on spacetime in a nonlinear way. Further discus-
sion on the role of nonlinear realizations in gravitational theories may be found in, for
example, [Wis12, TT04, Tre08, HB13].
There is compelling reason why one may expect that nonlinear realizations have their

importance in theories of gravity. As we explained in §3.4, a Cartan connection on a
principal Lorentz bundle P may be thought of as an Ehresmann connection on a principal
SOp1, 4q bundle Q over M that is reduced to P . In essence this is a symmetry breaking
process [Wis12], for the reason that it corresponds to singling out a section ξ of the
associated bundle QrdSs “ QˆSOp1,4q dS of tangent de Sitter spaces, thereby reducing the
structure group SOp1, 4q pointwise to SOp1, 3qξ, the isotropy group of the point ξpxq in
the local de Sitter space π´1

QrdSspxq » dS, see also [GG09]. Most importantly, the reduction
is not canonical, i.e., the section ξ can be chosen arbitrarily, and the broken symmetries
are nonmanifestly restored by realizing them nonlinearly through elements of the Lorentz
group. Consequently, decomposing a nonlinear de Sitter-Cartan connection according to
the reductive splitting of sop1, 4q gives way to true geometric objects, well defined with
respect to all elements of SOp1, 4q. These objects, which include a spin connection and
vierbein, are indispensable for constructing metric theories of gravity. In short, starting
with an SOp1, 4q-connection which encodes the kinematical group of spacetime at the
infinitesimal level, its nonlinear SOp1, 3q realization results in the geometric fields with
which gravitational theories can be built.

In order to present this section in a self-dependent manner we first review the formalism of
nonlinear realizations of the de Sitter group, after which it is applied to Cartan connections
to obtain the nonlinear de Sitter-Cartan geometry with a cosmological function.

4.3.1 Nonlinear realizations of the de Sitter group

Apart from the literature cited above we would like to refer the reader to [Zum77] and the
Appendices of [WB92], on which the present review is based.

Within some neighborhood of the identity, an element g of SOp1, 4q can uniquely be
represented in the form

g “ exppiξ ¨ P qh̃, with h̃ P SOp1, 3q.

Hence, the coordinates ξa parametrize a region of the coset space SOp1, 4q{SOp1, 3q so
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4.3 SOp1, 4q invariant de Sitter–Cartan geometry

that they constitute a set of coordinates for that region of the de Sitter space. Note
that the elements h̃ by definition constitute the fixed group of the origin ξa “ 0. The
parametrization allows us to define the action of SOp1, 4q on de Sitter space by

g0 exppiξ ¨ P q “ exppiξ1 ¨ P qh1 with h1 “ h̃1h̃´1, (4.3.1)

and where ξ1 “ ξ1pg0, ξq and h1 “ h1pg0, ξq are in general nonlinear functions of the
indicated variables.

To verify that the elements h1pg0, ξq form a nonlinear realization of SOp1, 4q we compute

g1 exppiξ1 ¨ P q “ exppξ2 ¨ P qh2pg1, ξ
1q,

g1g0 exppiξ ¨ P q “ exppξ3 ¨ P qh3pg1g0, ξq

“ exppξ2 ¨ P qh2pg1, ξ
1qh1pg0, ξq.

It then follows that

h3pg1g0, ξq “ h2pg1, ξ
1qh1pg0, ξq; ξ

g0
ÞÝÑ ξ1

g1
ÞÝÑ ξ2,

which manifestly proves how the group SOp1, 4q is realized by its Lorentz subgroup.
Remark that one has to keep track of the transformation of the coset parameters under
the group composition. This is the trade-off for realizing the de Sitter transformations by
elements of the smaller Lorentz group: the latter have become nonlinear functions of the
ξa.
If σ is a linear representation of SOp1, 4q on some vector space V , a corresponding

nonlinear realization is constructed as follows. Let QrV s be the associated vector bundle
of QpM, SOp1, 4qq with typical fibre V and denote by ψ some arbitrary section of it. On
a local chart, the field ψ transforms according to ψpxq ÞÑ ψ1pxq “ σpgpxqqψpxq. Given a
section ξ of the associated bundle of de Sitter spaces QrdSs, the nonlinear realization of ψ
is pointwise defined as

ψ̄pxq “ σpexpp´iξpxq ¨ P qqψpxq. (4.3.2)

Under a local SOp1, 4q transformation ψ̄ rotates according to

ψ̄1 “ σph1pξ, g0qqψ̄, (4.3.3)

that is, only with respect to its Lorentz indices. The field ψ belonging to a linear irreducible
representation of SOp1, 4q thus gives way to a nonlinear but reducible realization. The
price paid for getting irreducible SOp1, 3q representations is their complex nonlinear
transformation behavior.
For elements of the Lorentz subgroup, i.e., if g0 “ h0 P SOp1, 3q, the transforma-
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tions (4.3.1) and (4.3.3) are linear. To see this, we first rewrite (4.3.1) trivially as
h0 exppiξ ¨P qh´1

0 h0 “ exppiξ1 ¨P qh1. Because h0 exppiξ ¨P qh´1
0 “ exppiξ ¨Adph0qpP qq and

since the de Sitter algebra is reductive, it follows that

exppiξ1 ¨ P q “ h0 exppiξ ¨ P qh´1
0 and h1 “ h0 ,

whereas ξ transform linearly as a Lorentz vector, see §4.1.
In principle, this concludes the review on the mathematical framework underlying

nonlinear realizations. The remaining part of this subsection will be devoted to computing
ξ1pg0, ξq and h1pg0, ξq explicitly when g0 is an infinitesimal pure the Sitter translation, i.e.,
g0 “ exppiε ¨ P q, with Opε2q “ 0, so that g0 “ 1` iε ¨ P .

If we denote δg0 “ iε ¨ P , the Taylor series expansion around the identity element of the
transformed coset parameters ξ1 is given by

ξ1pg0q “ ξ1p1q ` Bgξ
1pgq|1δg0 `Opδg2

0q “ ξ ` δξ,

which induces the following variation on the coset elements:

exppiξ1 ¨ P q “ exppiξ1 ¨ P q|1 ` Bg exppiξ1 ¨ P q|1δg0 `Opδg2
0q

“ exppiξ ¨ P q ` δexppiξ ¨ P q.

Note that the variation in the coset elements depends solely on the variation of the coset
coordinates under local de Sitter transformations. Furthermore, up to first order in δg0 we
have that h1 “ ph̃` δh̃qh̃´1 “ 1` δh. Equation (4.3.1), which determines the variations
of ξ and h due to g0 “ 1` iε ¨ P , can then be rewritten in its infinitesimal form as

expp´iξ ¨ P q iε ¨ P exppiξ ¨ P q ´ expp´iξ ¨ P q δexppiξ ¨ P q “ δh. (4.3.4)

In order to solve (4.3.4) for δξ and δh one first uses the information that sop1, 4q is
symmetric. We explained in §4.1 that the symmetric nature of the de Sitter algebra meant
there exists an automorphism such that sop1, 3q and p are eigenspaces with eigenvalues 1,
respectively, ´1. Applying this automorphism to (4.3.4) and eliminating δh leads to

expp´iξ ¨ P q δexppiξ ¨ P q ´ exppiξ ¨ P q δexpp´iξ ¨ P q
“ expp´iξ ¨ P q iε ¨ P exppiξ ¨ P q ` exppiξ ¨ P q iε ¨ P expp´iξ ¨ P q.

When we use the identities (4.B.1) and (4.B.2) this equation takes on the form

1´ expp´iξ ¨ P q
iξ ¨ P

^ iδξ ¨ P ´
1´ exppiξ ¨ P q

iξ ¨ P
^ iδξ ¨ P
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“ expp´iξ ¨ P q ^ iε ¨ P ` exppiξ ¨ P q ^ iε ¨ P,

which can be solved for δξ, that is,

iδξ ¨ P “
iξ ¨ P coshpiξ ¨ P q

sinhpiξ ¨ P q ^ iε ¨ P. (4.3.5)

This gives us the transformed coset parameters ξ1pεq “ ξ ` δξpεq due to an infinitesimal
pure de Sitter translation as prescribed by (4.3.1).
Consequently, one finds h1pξ, εq “ 1` δhpξ, εq upon substituting (4.3.5) for (4.3.4) and

solving for δh, i.e.,
i

2δh ¨M “
1´ coshpiξ ¨ P q

sinhpiξ ¨ P q ^ iε ¨ P. (4.3.6)

The right-hand sides of the expressions (4.3.5) and (4.3.6) must be interpreted as power
series in the adjoint action of the de Sitter algebra, cf. §4.B. In order to get explicit
solutions for these variations we must compute these infinite series of nested commutators,
which are given by (4.1.5). This is the final task that hence remains to be done.

The power series for the relevant hyperbolic functions are given by7 [AS68]

coshpiξ ¨ P q “
8
ÿ

n“0

piξ ¨ P q2n

p2nq! , (4.3.7a)

sinhpiξ ¨ P q “
8
ÿ

n“0

piξ ¨ P q2n`1

p2n` 1q! , (4.3.7b)

and

cschpiξ ¨ P q “ piξ ¨ P q´1
`

8
ÿ

n“1

c2n
p2nq!piξ ¨ P q

2n´1. (4.3.7c)

Invoking the identity (4.B.3a) we compute the right-hand side of (4.3.5):

iξ ¨ P ^ cschpiξ ¨ P q ^ coshpiξ ¨ P q ^ iε ¨ P

“

´

1`

8
ÿ

n“1

c2n
p2nq!piξ ¨ P q

2n
¯

^

„

cosh z
ˆ

iε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

`
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2



“ cosh z
´

1`
8
ÿ

n“1

c2n
p2nq!z

2n
¯

ˆ

iε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

`
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2

“ cosh z z csch z
ˆ

iε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

`
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2

7The coefficients in the power series for the hyperbolic cosecant are c2n “ 2p1´ 22n´1
qB2n with Bi the

i-th Bernoulli number, see [AS68].
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“ iε ¨ P `
´z cosh z

sinh z ´ 1
¯

ˆ

iε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε iξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

, where z “ l´1pξaξaq
1{2.

Hence, the variation of the coset coordinates due to an infinitesimal pure de Sitter
translation with transformation parameters εa is given by8

δξa “ εa `
´z cosh z

sinh z ´ 1
¯

ˆ

εa ´
ξaεbξ

b

ξ2

˙

. (4.3.8)

The right-hand side of (4.3.6) is computed in a similar way resulting in the variations

δhab “
1
l2

cosh z ´ 1
z sinh z pεaξb ´ εbξaq. (4.3.9)

The infinitesimal Lorentz transformation 1` i
2δh

abMab is the nonlinear realization of the
infinitesimal de Sitter translation 1` iεaPa : ξ ÞÑ ξ ` δξ.

4.3.2 Nonlinear de Sitter–Cartan geometry

Now that it is clear how irreducible representations of the de Sitter group can be turned
into fields transforming nonlinearly only with respect to their Lorentz indices, we shall use
this framework to nonlinearly realize SOp1, 4q Ehresmann connections. We thus consider
an SOp1, 4q bundle Q over spacetime M and a corresponding Ehresmann connection A
on M. Under local SOp1, 4q transformations, A transforms as

A ÞÑ g0Ag
´1
0 ` g0dg

´1
0 “ Adpg0qpA` dq, (4.3.10)

while its curvature F “ dA` 1
2 rA,As transforms covariantly, i.e.,

F ÞÑ g0Fg
´1
0 “ Adpg0qF. (4.3.11)

In order to realize A and F nonlinearly we explained in §4.3.1 that it is necessary
to single out a section ξ of the associated bundle QrdSs of de Sitter spaces. Then, in

8The computation of (4.3.8) made use of the power series expansion of the hyperbolic cosecant. For a
real argument the series only converges on the domain p´π, πq. How can we trust the solution (4.3.8)?
Note that (4.3.5) can be rewritten as

piξ ¨ P q´1 sinhpiξ ¨ P q ^ δξ ¨ P “ coshpiξ ¨ P q ^ ε ¨ P,

which when worked out gives us

z´1 sinh z
´

δξ ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ δξξ ¨ P

ξ2

¯

`
ξ ¨ δξξ ¨ P

ξ2 “ cosh z
´

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ εξ ¨ P

ξ2

¯

`
ξ ¨ εξ ¨ P

ξ2 .

This result relies on the power series expansion of the hyperbolic sine, which converges for every value of
its argument. It is readily checked that (4.3.8) satisfies the above equation, which confirms its validity.
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concordance with the prescription (4.3.2) to construct nonlinear realizations, it follows
from (4.3.10) that the nonlinear connection must be defined as [SW80]

Ā “ Adpexpp´iξ ¨ P qqpA` dq. (4.3.12)

Under local de Sitter transformations, the sop1, 4q-valued one-form Ā transforms according
to

Ā ÞÑ Adph1pξ, g0qqpĀ` dq.

Because elements of SOp1, 4q are nonlinearly realized as elements of SOp1, 3q, Ā is a Cartan
connection on a reduced Lorentz bundle, and the reductive decomposition Āsop1,3q ` Āp

is invariant under local de Sitter transformations. It is then sensible to define the spin
connection and vierbein through these projections, namely, as ω “ Āsop1,3q and e “ Āp,
respectively.
The spin connection ω and vierbein e can be expressed in terms of the section ξ and

the projections Asop1,3q and Ap of the linear SOp1, 4q connection. These relations follow
from (4.3.12), in which the different objects appear according to

i

2ω
abMab ` ie

aPa “ Adpexpp´iξ ¨ P qq
´ i

2A
abMab ` iA

aPa ` d
¯

.

To carry out the computation of the right-hand side, we first rewrite it with the help of
the identities (4.B.1) and (4.B.2) in the form

expp´iξ ¨ P q ^
` i

2A
abMab ` iA

aPa
˘

`
1´ expp´iξ ¨ P q

iξ ¨ P
^ dpiξ ¨ P q.

This expression has to be worked out and terms must be collected in two parts— one valued
in the Lorentz algebra sop1, 3q and a second taking values in the subspace of transvections
p. That such a decomposition can be done explicitly follows from the symmetric nature of
the de Sitter algebra: for any two elements X and Y in h or p, the element X ^ Y is in h

or p. By using the identities (4.B.3), it is found successively that

expp´iξ ¨ P q ^ i

2A
abMab “

i

2
`

Aab `
cosh z ´ 1
l2z2 ξcpξ

bAac ´ ξaAbcq
˘

Mab

` i
`

z´1 sinh zAabξb
˘

Pa,

expp´iξ ¨ P q ^ iAaPa “
i

2

ˆ

sinh z
l2z

pAaξb ´Abξaq

˙

Mab

` i

ˆ

Aa ` pcosh z ´ 1q
ˆ

Aa ´
ξbAbξ

a

ξ2

˙˙

Pa,
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and

1´ expp´iξ ¨ P q
iξ ¨ P

^ dpiξ ¨ P q “
i

2

ˆ

cosh z ´ 1
l2z2 pdξaξb ´ dξbξaq

˙

Mab

` i

ˆ

sinh z
z

ˆ

dξa ´
ξbdξbξ

a

ξ2

˙

`
ξbdξbξ

a

ξ2 ´
dl

l
ξa
˙

Pa.

Collecting these different contributions and separating terms according to whether they
are valued in sop1, 3q, respectively p, one gets the expressions for the spin connection ωab
and vierbein ea, namely,

ωab “ Aab ´
cosh z ´ 1
l2z2

`

ξapdξb ´A
c
bξcq ´ ξbpdξ

a `Aacξ
cq
˘

´
sinh z
l2z

pξaAb ´ ξbA
aq (4.3.13a)

and

ea “ Aa `
sinh z
z

pdξa `Aabξ
bq ´

dl

l
ξa

` pcosh z ´ 1q
ˆ

Aa ´
ξbAbξ

a

ξ2

˙

´

ˆ

sinh z
z

´ 1
˙

ξbdξbξ
a

ξ2 . (4.3.13b)

These expressions are almost identical to the corresponding objects found by Stelle and
West [SW80]. The difference to note is that we have a new term in the expression (4.3.13b)
for the vierbein, namely, ´d ln l ξa. This term is present because it is possible that the
internal de Sitter spaces are characterized by cosmological constants that are not necessarily
equal along spacetime. More precisely, one has to take into account the possibility that
the in p defined length scale is a nonconstant function, see Sec. 4.2. On the other hand,
the results of [SW80] specialize for the case that the local de Sitter spaces have the same
pseudo-radius at any point in spacetime. When l is a constant function one naturally
recovers the results of [SW80].

Under the action of local de Sitter transformations, the linear curvature F rotates in the
adjoint representation, see (4.3.11). Because the adjoint action commutes with exterior
differentiation, see (3.1.6), one deduces that the nonlinear Cartan curvature F̄ is equal to
the exterior covariant derivative of the nonlinear connection, i.e.,

F̄ “ Adpexpp´iξ ¨ P qqpF q “ dĀ`
1
2 rĀ, Ās, (4.3.14)

which complies with the structure of a Cartan geometry. The nonlinear Cartan curvature
is an sop1, 4q-valued two-form on spacetime, which we decompose once again according
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to F̄ “ F̄sop1,3q ` F̄p. Since F̄ transforms— in general nonlinearly— with elements of
SOp1, 3q, the reductive splitting is invariant under local de Sitter transformations. This
suggests that F̄sop1,3q and F̄p must be considered the genuine curvature and torsion of the
Cartan geometry, which are denoted by R, respectively T .

Similar to the computation of the spin connection and vierbein is it possible to write the
curvature R and torsion T as a function of ξ, Fsop1,3q and Fp. Indeed, the definition (4.3.14)
implies that

i
2R

abMab ` iT
aPa “ Adpexpp´iξ ¨ P qq

´ i

2F
abMab ` iF

aPa

¯

,

after which the right-hand side must be worked out and written as sum of an sop1, 3q-valued
and a p-valued part. This computation is to a large extent identical to the derivation
of (4.3.13a) and (4.3.13b) and results in

Rab “ F ab ´
cosh z ´ 1
l2z2 ξcpξaFbc ´ ξbF

a
c q ´

sinh z
l2z

pξaFb ´ ξbF
aq, (4.3.15a)

and

T a “
sinh z
z

ξbF ab ` cosh z F a ` p1´ cosh zqξbF
bξa

ξ2 . (4.3.15b)

Moreover, from (4.3.14) it follows that

Rab “ dωω
a
b `

1
l2
ea ^ eb and T a “ dωe

a ´
1
l
dl ^ ea.

These equations, which express the curvature and torsion in terms of the spin connection
and vierbein, are the ones to be expected for a Cartan geometry. Because the exterior
covariant derivative of F̄ is always zero, there are two Bianchi identities that are formally
the same as those given by (4.2.9), i.e.,

dω ˝ dωω
a
b ” 0 and dω ˝ dωe

a ` eb ^ dωω
a
b ” 0.

When the section ξ is gauge-fixed along spacetime, and for convenience at any point be
chosen the origin of the tangent de Sitter spaces, i.e., ξapxq “ 0, all the expressions reduce
to those of §4.2. This is to be expected, because the broken symmetries are not considered,
and the geometry is described simply by a SOp1, 4q Ehresmann connection for which only
SOp1, 3q-transformations— the isotropy group of ξa “ 0— are taken into account. This
has precisely been the way in which the de Sitter–Cartan geometry of §4.2 was set up. In
this sense, the linear geometry is a gauge-fixed case of the nonlinear geometry discussed in
this section. On the other hand, the de Sitter–Cartan geometry of §4.2 can also be seen
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as one which describes the formal structure, whereas the different geometric objects of
this section are explicit examples of quantities making up such a structure.

Therefore, the different secondary objects introduced in §4.2, such as covariant differen-
tiation, the coframe fields and a metric tensor, among others, and the relations that exists
between these objects, are also valid for the nonlinear de Sitter–Cartan geometry of this
section.
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Appendix 4.A The Lorentz group SOp1, d ´ 1q

The vector space R1,d´1 is defined as the vector space Rd together with the nondegenerate
symmetric bilinear form

η : px, yq P Rd ˆRd ÞÑ ηabx
ayb P R, where ηab “ diagp`1,´1, . . .´ 1q.

The Lorentz group SOp1, d´ 1q in d dimension consists of the elements Λ of Glpdq that
fix η, so that

Λab P SOp1, d´ 1q ðñ ΛcaΛdbηcd “ ηab,

which have a determinant equal to 1, if we only consider elements of Glpdq that are con-
nected to the identity. Note that rΛ´1sab “ Λ a

b . For infinitesimal Lorentz transformations
Λa

b “ δab ` ωab, the matrices ωab “ ln Λa
b are elements of the Lie algebra sop1, d ´ 1q,

which satisfy ωab “ ´ωba. This implies that the dimension of the Lorentz algebra is equal
to dpd´ 1q{2.
The generators of the algebra sop1, d ´ 1q may therefore be denoted as Mab “ ´Mba,

where the subscript now enumerates the linearly independent elements, and should not
be confused with the representation indices of the fundamental representation. A generic
linear representation is generated by the corresponding matrices rMabs

α
β. The Lorentz

transformations are given by the matrix exponential of linear combinations of the generators,
i.e.,9

Λpωq “ expp i2ω
abMabq, with Mab “ ´2i B

Bωab
ln Λpωq.

For example, in the fundamental representation one finds that rMcds
a
b “ ´ipηdbδ

a
c ´

ηcbδ
a
dq, which is consistent with i

2ω
cdrMcds

a
b “ ωab. The generators in the fundamental

representation allow us to calculate the commutation relations for sop1, d´ 1q, which by
definition are independent of the representation. They are given by

´irMab,Mcds “ ηacMbd ´ ηadMbc ` ηbdMac ´ ηbcMad . (4.A.1)

Appendix 4.B Nonlinear realizations

This appendix gathers background and a couple of intermediate results that were omitted
in discussing nonlinear realizations for the de Sitter group in §4.3.1.
To make notation less cluttered, we shall denote the adjoint action of a Lie algebra on

itself by
X ^ Y “ adXpY q “ rX,Y s P g.

9A conventional factor of 2 is introduced to account for double counting in the sum.
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Note that the symbol ^ for the adjoint action of a Lie algebra is exclusive to this section
and to §4.3.1, and should not be confused with the wedge product of differential forms,
which is exclusive to the other sections throughout the dissertation.

Repeated use of the adjoint action will be written as

Xk ^ Y “ adkXpY q “ rX, rX, . . . rX,Y s . . .ss,

so that for a power series fpXq “
ř

k ckX
k

fpXq ^ Y “
ÿ

k

ckX
k ^ Y

denotes a corresponding series of adjoint actions. Given a second function gpXq “
ř

l dlX
l,

one obtains

gpXq ^ fpXq ^X “
ÿ

kl

ckdladlXpadkXpY qq

“
ÿ

kl

ckdlX
k`l ^ Y “ gpXqfpXq ^ Y,

because of the linearity of the adjoint action. From this result it follows that the equation
fpXq ^ Y “ Z can be solved for Y “ fpXq´1

^ Z. Note that the inverse function is
supposed to be expressed as a power series. Furthermore, one uses the convention that
1^X “ X ‰ r1, Xs.
The following two identities are useful in carrying out the calculations of the present

section and §4.3.1. The first is Hadamard’s formula, namely,

exppXqY expp´Xq “ exppXq ^ Y. (4.B.1)

The other is the Campbell-Poincaré fundamental identity, which is given by

expp´Xq δexppXq “ 1´ expp´Xq
X

^ δX. (4.B.2)

We now verify the identities (z “ l´1ξ and ξ “ pηabξaξbq
1{2)

piξ ¨ P q2n ^ ε ¨ P “ z2n
ˆ

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε ξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

; n ě 1, (4.B.3a)

piξ ¨ P q2n`1
^ ε ¨ P “

1
2 l
´2z2npξaεb ´ ξbεaqMab; n ě 0, (4.B.3b)

piξ ¨ P q2n ^ δh ¨M “ δhabl´2z2n´2ξcpξbMac ´ ξaMbcq; n ě 1, (4.B.3c)
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and

piξ ¨ P q2n`1
^ δh ¨M “ δhabz2npξaPb ´ ξbPaq; n ě 0, (4.B.3d)

which were used in some of the computations carried out in §4.3.1. Equation (4.B.3a)
follows when we consider

iξ ¨ P ^ ε ¨ P “ iξaεbrPa, Pbs “ l´2ξaεbMab;
piξ ¨ P q2 ^ ε ¨ P “ iξcPc ^ l

´2ξaεbMab

“ l´2ξaεbξcpηacPb ´ ηbcPaq

“ l´2ξ2
ˆ

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε ξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

;

piξ ¨ P q4 ^ ε ¨ P “ l´2ξ2piξ ¨ P q2 ^

ˆ

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε ξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

“ l´2ξ2piξ ¨ P q2 ^ ε ¨ P

“ pl´2ξ2q
2
ˆ

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε ξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

;

...

piξ ¨ P q2n ^ ε ¨ P “ pl´2ξ2q
n
ˆ

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε ξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

.

This gives (4.B.3a) for z “ l´1ξ, while (4.B.3b) readily follows as well:

piξ ¨ P q2n`1
^ ε ¨ P “ piξ ¨ P q ^ z2n

ˆ

ε ¨ P ´
ξ ¨ ε ξ ¨ P

ξ2

˙

“ l´2z2nξaεbMab “
1
2 l
´2z2npξaεb ´ ξbεaqMab.

In a similar manner Eqs. (4.B.3c) and (4.B.3d) are found by10

piξ ¨ P q ^ δh ¨M “ δhabξcp´iqrMab, Pcs “ δhabpξaPb ´ ξbPaq;
piξ ¨ P q2 ^ δh ¨M “ 2δhabiξ ¨ P ^ ξaPb

“ 2δhabξaξcp´iqrPb, Pcs
“ 2δhabl´2ξaξ

cMcb “ δhabl´2ξcpξbMac ´ ξaMbcq;
piξ ¨ P q4 ^ δh ¨M “ 2δhabl´2ξbξ

cpiξ ¨ P q2 ^Mac

“ 2δhabl´2ξbξ
cl´2ξdpξcMad ´ ξaMcdq

“ 2δhabl´2z2ξdξbMad

10We use the notation δh ¨M “ δhabMab.
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“ δhabl´2z2ξcpξbMac ´ ξaMbcq;
...

piξ ¨ P q2n ^ δh ¨M “ δhabl´2z2n´2ξcpξbMac ´ ξaMbcq;
piξ ¨ P q2n`1

^ δh ¨M “ 2δhabl´2z2n´2ξdξcξbp´iqrMac, Pds

“ 2δhabl´2z2n´2pξbξaξ ¨ P ´ ξ
2ξbPaq

“ δhabz2npξaPb ´ ξbPaq.
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5 Teleparallel gravity

This chapter marks the beginning of the second part of the thesis, in which we utilize
de Sitter–Cartan geometry to generalize the gravitational interaction for a nonvanishing
cosmological function. In the present chapter we review teleparallel gravity, a theoretical
representation different from general relativity for exactly the same physics. We shall see
that the mathematical structure of teleparallel gravity is given by a nonlinear Riemann–
Cartan geometry without curvature [JP16]. This will inspire us to build in §6 the
generalization for a cosmological function on top of de Sitter–Cartan geometry.

5.1 Introduction

Physically equivalent to general relativity in its description of the gravitational interaction,
teleparallel gravity is mathematically and conceptually rather different from Einstein’s
opus magnum. Although the precise implementation of general relativity differs from the
one of teleparallel gravity, their geometric structures are related by switching between
certain subclasses of Riemann–Cartan spacetimes.
General relativity being the standard model for classical gravity, it is naturally well

known that the fundamental field is the ten-component metric, which is accompanied
by the zero-torsion Levi-Civita connection. In the absence of gravity the connection
only represents inertial effects in a certain reference frame, which is characterized by its
curvature equaling zero. Subsequently, Einstein naturally incorporated gravity by allowing
for connections that have curvature. This way inertial effects and gravity are locally



5.1 Introduction

completely equivalent, while mathematically inseparable, albeit the equivalence cannot be
maintained over any finite region of spacetime.
This metrical formulation makes no distinction between local Lorentz and coordinate

transformations. Conceptually, however, they arguably are very different. Whereas the
former represent physical transformations between observers moving at different velocities,
the latter just redefine the way one labels spacetime [EZ06]. The distinction is preserved in
principle if the metric and spacetime connection are replaced by a corresponding vierbein
and spin connection. This way one obtains the vierbein formalism of general relativity, a
formulation even mandatory when fermions are to be coupled to gravity [Dir58, BW57].
The geometry that underlies this description is that of a Riemann–Cartan spacetime
without torsion, see §5.2.

There is another possibility to generalize the geometry of Minkowski space to incorporate
the dynamics of the gravitational field. In special relativity the vierbein represents a class
of idealized observers, whereas the spin connection quantifies the inertial effects due to their
reference frames. This representation retains its validity in the presence of gravity, when it
is torsion instead of curvature that is turned on by gravitating sources. Since the curvature
remains zero, the spin connection keeps its role of representing inertial effects only, which
can be transformed away globally by singling out a class of inertial observers. If the vierbein
gives rise to a metric equivalent to the one of general relativity, the teleparallel equivalent
theory of general relativity, or simply teleparallel gravity, is obtained. The fact that inertial
and gravitational effects are logically separated in teleparallel gravity historically has been
of importance, for it allows for a clear-cut definition of a true energy-momentum tensor
for the gravitational field [Møl61, dAGP00a]. This will be further clarified in §§5.3–5.5
when we review the basics of teleparallel gravity.

It is interesting to note that teleparallel gravity originally was devised to form a gauge
group for the Poincaré translations [HN67, Cho76]. Although the gauge structure of
teleparallel gravity unmistakably bears similarities with the one of the Yang–Mills type
theories that describe the electromagnetic, the weak, and the strong interaction, there
are also important discrepancies. The geometries that encode the interactions of the
standard model are abstract, in the sense that they are unrelated to the tangent structure
of spacetime, so that the gauge fields are represented by certain Ehresmann connections,
see §3.1. Because gravity changes the geometry of spacetime itself, it is not surprising that
the mathematical structure is to be different. In §5.3 we shall argue that the geometric
structure underlying teleparallel gravity is that of a nonlinear Riemann–Cartan geometry,
and that its interpretation as a translational gauge theory can be understood from the
particular properties of such a geometry.
This understanding will have its importance when we aim at generalizing teleparallel

gravity for the presence of a cosmological function in §6, where we deform the group
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governing the local spacetime kinematics from the Poincaré to the de Sitter group. Indeed,
since the gauge paradigm does not appear to allow for such a generalization— a point to
which we shall come back later— it will be necessary to leave the gauge picture for what
it is when generalizing teleparallel gravity for de Sitter kinematics.

5.2 Riemann–Cartan geometry

The geometric structure that underlies teleparallel gravity is a Weitzenböck geome-
try [Wei23], i.e., a Riemann-Cartan spacetime with vanishing curvature but nonzero
torsion. In order to establish a notation and reference that will be used throughout this
chapter, we here gather some properties regarding such a geometry.
A Riemann-Cartan spacetime is a manifold M that comes with a Cartan geometry

modeled on pisop1, 3q, SOp1, 3qq, namely, it is the base manifold of a principal Lorentz
bundle and is provided with an isop1, 3q-valued Cartan connection. Consequently, it is a
nonhomogeneous spacetime with arbitrary curvature and torsion, and where the degree
of nonhomogeneity is compared to the homogeneous affine Minkowski space M . Such a
geometry can be obtained as a special case from the de Sitter–Cartan geometry discussed
in §4.2. More precisely, upon considering the limit of a diverging length scale lÑ8 in the
commutation relations (4.1.5), one recovers the characterizing relations for the Poincaré
algebra isop1, 3q through an Inönü–Wigner contraction [IW53, Gil02], namely,

´irMab,Mcds “ ηacMbd ´ ηadMbc ` ηbdMac ´ ηbcMad, (5.2.1a)
´irMab, Pcs “ ηacPb ´ ηbcPa, (5.2.1b)
´irPa, Pbs “ 0. (5.2.1c)

The contraction limit corresponds to the vanishing of the cosmological constant1 of
the homogeneous Klein space dS, which becomes Minkowski space. When we perform
the contraction at all points of a de Sitter–Cartan spacetime simultaneously, each of
the tangent de Sitter spaces reduces to the affine Minkowski space, and one obtains a
Riemann–Cartan spacetime. Correspondingly, the geometric quantities that characterize a
Riemann–Cartan spacetime are recovered by evaluating this limit in the respective objects
for a de Sitter–Cartan spacetime.

Hence, in concordance with the results of §4.2, there is the following structure associated
with a Riemann–Cartan geometry. The basic ingredients are the spin connection ωabµ
and the vierbein eaµ, the latter of which is now valued in the abelian algebra of Poincaré

1See (4.1.8).
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translations t “ spantPau. Their curvature and torsion are denoted by

Ba
b “ dωab ` ω

a
c ^ ω

c
b (5.2.2a)

and
Ga “ dea ` ωab ^ e

b. (5.2.2b)

The expression (5.2.2b) for the torsion can be solved for the spin connection, which
gives the Ricci theorem

ωabµ “ ω̊abµ `K
a
bµ , (5.2.3)

where ω̊abµ “ 1
2e
c
µpΩ a

bc ` Ω a
b c ` Ω a

c bq is the Levi-Civita spin connection, with

Ωabc “ ebueaudec “ e µ
a e

ν
b pBµecν ´ Bνecµq

the coefficients of anholonomy, and where

Ka
bµ “

1
2pG

a
µb `G

a
µ b `G

a
b µq, or Gaµν “ Ka

bµe
b
ν ´K

a
bν e

b
µ. (5.2.4)

The object denoted by K is called the contortion of ωabµ. Note that the contortion is an
sop1, 3q-valued one-form that transforms covariantly under local Lorentz transformations,
which can be deduced from (5.2.3) and (5.2.4). From (5.2.3) it also follows that the
Levi-Civita spin connection is the unique spin connection that has no torsion, while the
expression for the coefficients of anholonomy proves that ω̊ is determined completely by
the vierbein and its first order derivatives.

Subsequently, it is straightforward to define algebraic and spacetime covariant differenti-
ation by D “ d` ω and ∇ “ d` Γ, respectively, which are interrelated by

Γρνµ “ e ρ
a Dµe

a
ν and ωabµ “ eaρ∇µe

ρ
b .

A metric structure is readily constructed as well by contracting the vierbeins, i.e., gµν “
eaµeaν , a symmetric tensor that is covariantly constant, namely, ∇ρgµν “ 0.
The Bianchi identities for a generic Riemann–Cartan geometry are given by

dBa
b ` ω

a
c ^B

c
b ´ ω

c
b ^B

a
c ” 0

and
dGa ` ωab ^G

b ` eb ^B a
b ” 0.

It will turn out to be useful to define the sop1, 3q-valued two-form

Qab “ dKa
b ` ω

a
c ^K

c
b ´ ω

c
b ^K

a
c ´K

a
c ^K

c
b . (5.2.5)
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This quantity measures the difference between the curvature of the spin connection ω and
the curvature of the Levi Civita spin connection, i.e., B̊ “ dω̊ω̊, namely,

Ba
b “ B̊a

b `Q
a
b, (5.2.6)

which is verified directly from (5.2.3). Furthermore, the Bianchi identities can be reformu-
lated in terms of Q as

dQab ` ω
a
c ^Q

c
b ´ ω

c
b ^Q

a
c

´Ka
c ^Q

c
b `K

c
b ^Q

a
c `K

a
c ^B

c
b ´K

c
b ^B

a
c ” 0 (5.2.7a)

and
eb ^Q a

b ´ e
b ^B a

b ” 0. (5.2.7b)

Riemann–Cartan spacetimes are the fundamental mathematical structure that underly
various theories for the gravitational interaction at the classical level. In its most general
form it allows for both curvature and torsion, a setting that is considered in the Einstein–
Cartan–Sciama–Kibble (ECSK) theory [Car24, Car23b, Kib61, Sci64]; for an extensive
account on the inclusion of torsion in general relativity, see [HVDHKN76].
If one demands the spin connection to have no torsion, the resulting geometry is a

Riemann spacetime, see Fig. 5.1. This structure is the one considered in (the vierbein
formalism of) Einstein’s general relativity. It is physically nonequivalent to ECSK theory,
because the geometric objects ω̊ and e have a combined set of ten off-shell gravitational
degrees of freedom, whereas the torsion introduces extra components in the ECSK model.
When it is not the torsion that is required to vanish, but the curvature is set equal to

zero, the Weitzenböck spacetime is obtained. The spin connection is pure gauge, i.e.,

ωabµ “ ΛacBµΛ c
b , where Λab P SOp1, 3q. (5.2.8)

It is interesting to note that the combined set of degrees of freedom of the spin connection
and vierbein in a Weitzenböck spacetime is the same as in a Riemann geometry. Not only
is it interesting; it is fundamental for what follows as it opens up the possibility for a
theory of gravity that is equivalent to general relativity, but where the spin connection
does not depend on any gravitational degrees of freedom. This theory goes by the name
of teleparallel gravity, which indeed is equivalent to general relativity in its description of
gravitational phenomena, a statement to be clarified in §5.5.
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5.3 Fundamentals of teleparallel gravity

Riemann–Cartan
B ‰ 0 and G ‰ 0

Riemann
B ‰ 0 and G ” 0

Weitzenböck
B ” 0 and G ‰ 0

Figure 5.1: This diagram summarizes how a Riemann–Cartan geometry with arbitrary
curvature and torsion reduces to a Weitzenböck, respectively, Riemann geometry, when
the curvature, respectively, torsion is turned off.

5.3 Fundamentals of teleparallel gravity

In the following paragraphs we briefly review the fundamentals of teleparallel gravity. For
an extensive account on the subject we would like to refer the reader to [AP12, dAGP00b,
AP04]. Our discussion is based mainly on these references, although we adapt our point of
view in order to make the relation with a nonlinear Riemann–Cartan geometry manifest.

In concordance with observational facts we as usual model spacetime as a four-dimensional
manifold allowing for events to be specified by one time and three space coordinates. If
we furthermore take into account that in the absence of gravity inertial observers at any
spacetime point are related by Lorentz transformations, while observers at different points
can be linked by Poincaré translations, we would like to maintain such notions at regions
in spacetime sufficiently small when gravity is present.2 This kind of local kinematics is
implemented when we provide spacetime with an isop1, 3q-valued Ehresmann connection
A, which we decompose in a Lorentz and translational part, see (4.2.1).3 We already
observed recurrently4 that such a splitting in practice requires us to single out a point of
the Klein space, which for the case here discussed is Minkowski space. As for the de Sitter
connection, the splitting withstands local Lorentz transformations but not local Poincaré
translations 1` iεpxq ¨ P , for (see also (4.2.10))

δεA
a
b “ 0 and δεA

a “ ´dεa ´Aabε
b. (5.3.1)

Note that, as opposed to Aa, the form Aab is invariant under translations, so that it is a

2Promoting the global symmetries of special relativity to such local ones is really an assumption, because
it is possible that turning on gravity alters the kinematical group that governs physics locally. It is
nonetheless the most natural assumption, although we will relax it in de Sitter teleparallel gravity in
view of the dark energy problem, see §6.

3For the moment we set the curvature of A equal to zero, until we specify how to introduce the gravitational
degrees of freedom.

4See, e.g., §4.1
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5.3 Fundamentals of teleparallel gravity

true spin connection. We therefore define

ωab “ Aab (5.3.2)

as the spin connection of teleparallel gravity.
Next consider the associated bundle of tangent Minkowski spaces QrM s “ QˆISOp1,3qM .

Because A is a flat connection, i.e., dA` 1
2 rA,As “ 0, spacetime M is geometrically identical

to the model Minkowski space, such that one may identify M and Mx “ π´1
QrMspxq for all

x P M simultaneously. We do so in an explicit manner as follows. Let ξa be a Cartesian
coordinate system for M , after which we set xµ “ δµa ξ

a, while for every Mx the point of
tangency ξapxq is chosen so that it corresponds in value to xµ P M. This way xµ “ δµa ξ

a

is a (Cartesian) coordinate system for spacetime, while ξapxq forms a section of QrM s.
With some imagination it may be seen that such a choice reflects a single identification of
(Minkowski) spacetime and all the tangent Minkowski spaces. The tangent space TxM of
spacetime is consequently identical with the tangent space TξMx, where the corresponding
map is the vierbein eaµ “ δaµ, since Bµ “ δaµBa. We are of course free to change coordinate
system and under the arbitrary transformation δµa ξa ÞÑ xµpξq, the coordinate basis changes
according to Bµ ÞÑ Bµξ

aBa, so that the vierbein assumes the form eaµ “ Bµξ
a.

There still remains some arbitrariness in the way we identify the tangent Minkowski
spaces Mx with spacetime. Firstly, each one of them can undergo a Lorentz rotation, i.e.,
ξapxq ÞÑ Λabpxqξbpxq. In order for the vierbein to rotate covariantly under local Lorentz
transformations, we introduce a connection term, i.e., eaµ “ Bµξa`Aabµξb. This connection
term does not introduce gravitational degrees of freedom, as it only accounts for inertial
effects. To be precise, it is of the form Aab “ Λa

cdΛ c
b . Lastly, the tangent Minkowski

spaces can be acted upon by local Poincaré translations. An infinitesimal translation
1 ` iεpxq ¨ P changes the section ξapxq ÞÑ ξapxq ` εapxq. These transformations are of
fundamental importance in teleparallel gravity, for they are the gauge transformations on
which its construction as a gauge theory of gravity for the translation group R1,3 is based.
Because a Lorentz vector does not change components under a translation, the vierbein
should remain invariant. Therefore, we must include Aa in its definition:

ea “ dξa `Aabξ
b `Aa. (5.3.3)

From (5.3.1) it follows that ea is invariant under local Poincaré translations.
The curvature and torsion then take the form

Ba
b “ F ab (5.3.4a)

and
Ga “ F ab ξ

b ` F a, (5.3.4b)
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5.3 Fundamentals of teleparallel gravity

where the two-forms F ab and F a are the exterior covariant derivatives of Aab and Aa,
respectively, with respect to Aab. Because the spin connection is assumed to represent
inertial effects only, its curvature (5.3.4a) vanishes, hence the torsion of the geometry
is determined entirely by the quantity F a “ dAA

a. This object itself is nonzero only if
Aa ‰ dεa `Aabε

b for every choice of εa, namely, it cannot be set to zero everywhere by a
local Poincaré translation. The form Aa is therefore generally given the role of gravitational
gauge potential, whereas the torsion is said to be its field strength, in some analogy with
Yang-Mills type gauge theories. The analogy is not complete since the torsion is not given
by the exterior covariant derivative of the gauge field with respect to itself, which here
would be dAa.

Then what is the mathematical structure underlying teleparallel gravity? We argue it is
a nonlinear Riemann–Cartan geometry for which the curvature Ba

b of the spin connection
is set to zero [JP16]. This can be concluded by considering the limit of an everywhere
diverging length scale l for the geometric objects of a de Sitter–Cartan geometry. To be
explicit, the spin connection (5.3.2) and vierbein (5.3.3) are clearly recovered from the
corresponding objects (4.3.13), while the curvature and torsion (5.3.4) follow from (4.3.15).
To specialize for the geometry of teleparallel gravity we just set Ba

b “ F ab “ 0, a condition
manifestly consistent with local ISOp1, 3q transformations. From this point of view
the field Aa is the t-valued part of a linear ISOp1, 3q connection, while the vierbein is
the t-valued projection of the nonlinear Riemann–Cartan connection Ā. Furthermore,
the invariance of the vierbein ea and the torsion T a under local infinitesimal Poincaré
translations follows from the fact that they transform nonlinearly with the Lorentz rotation
generated by (see (4.3.9))

lim
lÑ8

δhab “
1
l2

cosh z ´ 1
z sinh z pεaξb ´ εbξaq “ 0,

that is, with the identity transformation. The implied invariance of the vierbein and
torsion under these local translations is a crucial ingredient to allow for the interpretation
of teleparallel gravity as a gauge theory. Indeed, playing the role of covariant derivative
and field strength, respectively, they must transform with the adjoint representation of
the gauge group, which is the trivial representation due to abelian nature of isop1, 3q.
Because the set of de Sitter translations do not constitute a group, it does not appear

feasible to construct teleparallel gravity with local kinematics regulated by SOp1, 4q
through the gauge paradigm. By observing that the structure underlying teleparallel
gravity is a nonlinear Riemann–Cartan geometry, it is natural to incorporate local de Sitter
kinematics by generalizing for a nonlinear de Sitter–Cartan geometry with a cosmological
function. This strategy will be deployed in §6.
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5.4 Equations of motion

Now that the geometric structure that underlies teleparallel gravity has been laid out, let
us review the equations of motions for a classical test particle moving in a gravitational
field, after which we discuss the equations of motion for the gravitational field itself.

5.4.1 Particle mechanics

The action that determines the motion of a point particle with nonzero rest mass m in a
gravitational field is defined by pc “ 1q [dAP97]

S “ ´m
ż

dτ, (5.4.1)

where integration runs along a world line xµpτq traced out by the particle between given
start and end events, and where dτ2 “ gµνdx

µdxν , i.e., τ is the proper time of the particle.
By the principal of least action the physical path taken by the particle is the one that
extremizes (5.4.1). The equations of motion are thus given by δS “ 0, where the variation
is due to an arbitrary infinitesimal deformation of the world line δxµpτq that nonetheless
vanishes at the start and end events.

Because the four-velocity uµ “ dxµ{dτ satisfies dτ2 “ uµuµdτ
2, we have that uµuµ “ 1

and dτ “ uµdx
µ “ uae

a, where the vierbein is given by (5.3.3). It is readily verified that
δdτ “ uaδe

a so that
δS “ ´m

ż

uaδpA
a ` dξa `Aabξ

bq.

The variations of the different terms are actually given by the Lie derivatives in the
direction δxµ, i.e., for a zero- and one-form we have, respectively,

δξa “ Bµξ
aδxµ and δAab “ Aabµdδx

µ ` BρA
a
bµδx

ρdxµ.

Furthermore, if we integrate by parts terms that contain dδxµ, then the resulting surface
terms vanish, as the world line variations there are equal to zero. A straightforward
computation leads to

δS “
ż

dτδxµ
„ˆ

dua
dτ

´Abaρubu
ρ

˙

`

Bµξ
a `Aabµξ

b `Aaµ
˘

´ uau
ρξb

`

BµA
a
bρ ´ BρA

a
bµ `A

a
cµA

a
cρ ´A

a
cρA

a
cµ

˘

´ uau
ρ
`

BµA
a
ρ ´ BρA

a
µ `A

a
bµA

b
ρ ´A

a
bρA

b
µ

˘



.

The last two lines of the integrand can be rewritten as´uauρpξbF abµρ´F aµρ q “ ´uauρGaµρ.
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When the variation of the action is demanded to vanish we obtain the equations of motion
that determine the particle’s world line, i.e.,

uρDρu
a “ ubu

ρGbµρe
aµ “ Ka

bρu
buρ. (5.4.2)

In teleparallel gravity the spin connection does not have curvature, i.e., Ba
b “ 0, so

that F ab vanishes as well, while Ga is equal to F a. We remark as a side note that the
calculation above remains valid for a generic Riemann–Cartan geometry. Therefore, the
equations of motion (5.4.2) also retain their form, as long as one keeps in mind that
Ga is the nonlinear torsion (5.3.4b). The equality Ga “ F a in a Weitzenböck spacetime
is important for considering teleparallel gravity from the gauge theoretic point of view,
because this way the equations of motion take the form of a force equation wherein the
right-hand side of (5.4.2) consists of a field strength F a that corresponds to the gauge
field Aa, in analogy with the Lorentz force equation in classical electrodynamics.

Observe that a particle in a gravitational field does not follow geodesics of the Weitzen-
böck connection, since geodesics are solutions of (5.4.2) with the right-hand side set to zero.
The contortion gives rise to a gravitational force that accelerates the particle away from
the path it would follow in the absence of gravitating sources. As will be discussed in §5.5,
the physical path taken by the particle dictated by (5.4.2) is identical to the one prescribed
by general relativity. In particular, the world line does not depend on the particle’s mass,
for the weak equivalence principle is equally assumed in postulating the action (5.4.1).
However, it has been shown in [APV04b] that generalizations of teleparallel gravity can be
formulated in which the weak equivalence principle breaks down. On the other hand, it is
well known that such a generalization is not reconcilable with the Riemannian spacetime
of general relativity.5

5.4.2 Gravitational field equations

Although we have found a set of equations that determines the motion of a test particle in
the presence of a gravitational field, it remains to be specified how the latter is produced
by gravitating sources. In other words, we need to formulate equations of motion for
the gravitational field itself, that is, for the vierbein. As has been mentioned before,
the presence or not of gravity is encoded in the torsion of the geometry. Therefore, the
action for the gravitational field should be the spacetime integral of a scalar made up of
at least the torsion. Furthermore, the field equations that follow from the action must
be equivalent to those of general relativity, so that they both predict equivalent physical

5At the present state of experimental affairs this is not really an argument of much value in favoring
teleparallel gravity over general relativity, for there seem to be no indications whatsoever that the weak
equivalence principle be false [WSGA12].
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behavior. This means that the actions of teleparallel gravity and general relativity are the
same— or that the corresponding Lagrangians are equal up to the covariant divergence of
a four-vector.
The action for the gravitational field in teleparallel gravity is given by pc “ ~ “ 1q

Stg “
1

2κ

ż

d4x eLtg, (5.4.3)

where the Lagrangian is defined as

Ltg “
1
4G

a
µνG

µν
a `

1
2G

a
µνG

bµ
λe

λ
a e

ν
b ´G

a
µνG

bµ
λe

ν
a e

λ
b (5.4.4)

“ Kµρ
νK

ν
ρµ ´K

µ
ρµK

νρ
ν .

We introduced the number κ “ 8πG with G the gravitational constant and denoted
e “ det eaµ. In §5.5 we shall verify that this action is completely equivalent to the one of
general relativity.

The physical vierbein is the one that extremizes (5.4.3), i.e., the one that solves δS “ 0,
where the action is varied with respect to an infinitesimal shift in the components of the
vierbein. The variation goes as

δS “ 1
2κ

ż

d4x
`

δeLtg ` e δLtg
˘

.

To further work out the first term in the integrand we use the formula that expresses the
variation of the determinant of a matrix in terms of the variations of its components, i.e.,

δe “ e e µ
a δe

a
µ.

In order to simplify the second contribution in the integral one assumes that the variation
of the vierbein goes to zero at infinity, such that surface integrals vanish. One obtains

ż

d4x e δLtg “

ż

d4x e

„

BLtg
Beaµ

´
1
e
Bρ

ˆ

e
BLtg
BBρeaµ

˙

δeaµ.

Combining these results and demanding δS to be zero for any variation in the vierbein
gives us the field equations for teleparallel gravity, namely,

Bρ

ˆ

e
BLtg
BBρeaµ

˙

´ e
BLtg
Beaµ

´ e e µ
a Ltg “ 0. (5.4.5)

When one substitutes the Lagrangian (5.4.4) for Ltg in the field equations, their explicit
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form is found:

BρpeW
ρµ

a q ´ e ωbaρW
ρµ
b ` eGbρaW

ρµ
b ´ e e µ

a Ltg “ 0, (5.4.6)

where we introduced the superpotential

W µν
a ” G µν

a `Gνµa ´G
µν
a ´ 2e ν

a G
λµ
λ ` 2e µ

a G
λν
λ, (5.4.7)

which is a tensor that is antisymmetric in its two spacetime indices. The calculation that
leads to these results is summarized in §5.A.
The field equations may also be written as

DρpeW
ρµ

a q ` e t µa “ 0,

where we defined the tensor

t µa “ GbρaW
ρµ
b ´ e µ

a Ltg. (5.4.8)

Because of the antisymmetry in the last two indices of the superpotential, and since the
curvature of ω vanishes, we have that DµDρpeW

ρµ
a q “ 1

2 rDρ, DµspeW
ρµ

a q “ 0, which in
turn implies that

Dµpe t
µ
a q “ 0. (5.4.9)

The tensor t µa is thus covariantly conserved and can be interpreted as the energy-momentum
tensor of the gravitational field [dAGP00a]. Furthermore, in a class of inertial frames the
spin connection vanishes everywhere and the covariant derivative reduces to the ordinary
derivative. For the corresponding inertial observers the quantities

qa “

ż

d3x e t 0
a (5.4.10)

are charges conserved in time, because6

B0qa “ ´

ż

d3x Bipe t
i
a q “ 0,

as the fields are assumed to vanish at spatial infinity.
From the point of view of noninertial observers the quantities (5.4.10) are not conserved

in time. As they are accelerating, the observed gravitational field acquires energy and
momentum, so that the nonconservedness of qa is of course very natural— and completely
equivalent to noninertial electrodynamics, for example. The charges conserved for such

6The superscript i indexes spacelike coordinates.
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observers are just the ones derived from t µa ´ω
b
aρW

ρµ
b , which can be verified directly from

the field equations (5.4.6). The second term can be interpreted as the energy-momentum
density due to the coupling of gravity to the inertial effects resulting from the noninertial
reference frame.

5.5 Equivalence with general relativity

Although teleparallel gravity and general relativity employ different geometric objects to
describe the gravitational interaction, the predictions they yield are equivalent on the
domain where general relativity applies.

The equations of motion for a test particle moving under the influence of a gravitational
field, given in (5.4.2), can be rewritten trivially as

uρBρu
a ` pωabρ ´K

a
bρ qu

buρ “ 0.

We explained in §5.2 that the Levi-Civita spin connection is equal to the difference
ω̊ “ ω ´K. Therefore, if the flat Weitzenböck geometry is replaced with a Riemannian
spacetime, the equations of motion take the form

uρBρu
µ ` Γ̊µρλu

λuρ “ 0,

where we used the vierbein to eliminate the Lorentz index in favor of a spacetime index.
This is of course the geodesic equation for a Riemannian geometry, and it is well known to
determine the world line for a particle moving in a gravitational field according to general
relativity [Wal84].
Although both teleparallel gravity and general relativity predict the same world line

followed by a particle that interacts with a gravitational field eaµ, the difference in form of
the respective equations of motion indicates that they conceptually speaking have a distinct
point of view on the interpretation of the gravitational interaction. General relativity
geometrizes the gravitational interaction in the sense that the Levi-Civita connection is
determined by the gravitational field. This way, inertial and gravitational effects get mixed
up in the same mathematical object, although they are distinguishable physically, when
going beyond the infinitesimal structure of spacetime. In teleparallel gravity, on the other
hand, the equations of motion (5.4.2) take the form of a force equation with the contortion
playing the role of gravitational force, while the connection encodes inertial effects only.
It is no coincidence that both sets of equations of motion lead to the same solution for

the particle’s worldline. This is so because the generating action of teleparallel gravity was
chosen to be equivalent to the one of general relativity, i.e., the particles elapsed proper
time. A priori, this equivalence is only formally true, since the metric of general relativity
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5.5 Equivalence with general relativity

and the metric derived from the vierbein of teleparallel gravity may not be the same. In
order to show that both theories give rise to the same metrical structure one must verify
whether their field equations— and therefore also their solutions— are equivalent. We do
so in the remaining paragraphs of this section by proving the total equivalence between
the actions for the gravitational field in general relativity and teleparallel gravity.
The Lagrangian of general relativity is the Ricci scalar of the Levi-Civita connection,

i.e.,
Lgr “ ´B̊ “ ´B̊ab

µν e
µ
a e

ν
b ,

where B̊ is the exterior covariant derivative of the Levi-Civita spin connection ω̊ with
respect to itself. Let ω be the Weitzenböck spin connection and K its contortion. The
Ricci theorem (5.2.3) implies that B̊ “ B´Q “ ´Q, where we observed that B “ dωω “ 0
and the two-form Q is defined as in (5.2.5). One thus finds that Lgr “ Q “ Qabµνe

µ
a e

ν
b .

We therefore calculate

Q “ BµK
µν
ν ´Dµe

µ
a K

aν
ν ´Dµe

ν
b K

µb
ν ´ BνK

µν
µ `Dνe

µ
a K

aν
µ

`Dνe
ν
b K

µb
µ ´K

µ
ρµK

ρν
ν `K

µ
ρνK

ρν
µ

“ 2BµKµν
ν ` Γµρµe ρ

a K
aν
ν ` Γνρµe

ρ
b K

µb
ν ´ Γµρνe ρ

a K
aν
µ

´ Γνρνe
ρ
b K

µb
µ ´K

µ
ρµK

ρν
ν `K

µ
ρνK

ρν
µ

“ 2BµKµν
ν ` 2Γ̊µρµKρν

ν ` 2Kµ
ρµK

ρν
ν ` 2Γ̊νρµKµρ

ν ` 2Kν
ρµK

µρ
ν

´Kµ
ρµK

ρν
ν `K

µ
ρνK

ρν
µ

“
2
e
BµpeK

µν
ν q `K

ν
ρµK

µρ
ν ´K

µ
ρµK

νρ
ν .

It follows from (5.4.4) that
Ltg “ Lgr ´

2
e
BµpeK

µν
ν q. (5.5.1)

We thus conclude that the actions of teleparallel gravity and general relativity are equivalent
up to a surface integral at spacetime infinity. Such a surface term is usually ignored by
assuming that the fields at infinity go to zero sufficiently quick. Since the actions are
equivalent, the same is true for the corresponding gravitational field equations. As a result,
the metric structure determined by teleparallel gravity is the same as the one determined
by general relativity for a given current of energy-momentum.
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5.A Calculation of gravitational field equations

Appendix 5.A Calculation of gravitational field equations

In this section we derive the field equations (5.4.6) for the vierbein in teleparallel gravity.
These equations follow when computing (5.4.5) for the Lagrangian (5.4.4). We therefore
calculate in succession the partial derivatives of Ltg with respect to the vierbein and its
first order spacetime derivatives, respectively.
We thus begin with

BLtg
Becσ

“
1
4
BGaµν
Becσ

G µν
a `

1
4G

a
µν

BG µν
a

Becσ
`

1
2
BGaµν
Becσ

Gbµλe
λ
a e

ν
b

`
1
2G

a
µν

BGbµλ
Becσ

e λ
a e

ν
b `

1
2G

a
µνG

bµ
λ

Bpe λ
a e

ν
b q

Becσ

´
BGaµν
Becσ

Gbµλe
ν
a e

λ
b ´G

a
µν

BGbµλ
Becσ

e ν
a e

λ
b ´G

a
µνG

bµ
λ

Bpe ν
a e

λ
b q

Becσ
.

In furtherance of the calculation we first compute:

BGaµν
Becσ

“ ωacµδ
σ
ν ´ ω

a
cνδ

σ
µ ,

Bgρλ
Becσ

“
Bpeaρeaλq

Becσ
“ ecλδ

σ
ρ ` ecρδ

σ
λ ,

Bgρλ

Becσ
“ ´gσρe λ

c ´ g
σλe ρ

c .

Subsequently, one also needs the equalities

Be λ
a

Becσ
“ ´e σ

a e
λ
c ,

BG µν
a

Becσ
“

“

ηabω
b
cαg

αµgσν `G σµ
a e ν

c `G
µ

aλ e λ
c g

σν
‰

´
“

µØ ν
‰

,

BGbµλ
Becσ

“ gρµωbcρδ
σ
λ ´ g

σµωbcλ ´G
b
ρλe

µ
c g

σρ ´Gbρλe
ρ
c g

σµ.

We then make use of these intermediate results to work out BLtg{Be
c
σ, which after some

algebra is found to be given by

BLtg
Becσ

“ ωacµW
µσ

a `GaµcW
σµ

a , (5.A.1)

where we used the notation W as defined in (5.4.7).
It is a simpler exercise to find the derivative of the Lagrangian with respect to the first
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order derivatives of the vierbein. One only needs the expression

BGaµν
BBρecσ

“ δρµδ
σ
ν δ

a
c ´ δ

ρ
νδ
σ
µδ

a
c .

This is sufficient since the derivative operator annihilates the metric gµν “ eaµeaν and we
can freely raise and lower spacetime indices. Using this information, it is readily found
that

BLtg
BBρecσ

“W ρσ
c . (5.A.2)

Finally, when the expressions (5.A.1) and (5.A.2) are substituted for (5.4.5), the field
equations for the vierbein, i.e., Eq. (5.4.6), are recovered.

84



6 de Sitter teleparallel gravity

We formulate a theory of gravity in which the local kinematics of physics is regulated
by the de Sitter group [JP16]. More precisely, we generalize teleparallel gravity for the
cosmological function being built on top of a de Sitter–Cartan geometry. The cosmological
function is given its own dynamics and naturally emerges nonminimally coupled to the
gravitational field in a manner akin to teleparallel dark energy models or scalar-tensor
theories in general relativity. New in the theory here presented, the cosmological function
gives rise to a kinematic contribution in the deviation equation for the world lines of
adjacent free-falling particles. While having its own dynamics, dark energy manifests itself
in the local kinematics of spacetime.

6.1 Introduction

In the preceding chapter we saw how teleparallel gravity models the gravitational interaction
in a manner that is in complete equivalence with general relativity from a physical point
of view. As is well known, these theories are consistent with the strong equivalence
principle [Wei72, AP12], which states that

all test fundamental physics (including gravitational physics) is not affected,
locally, by the presence of a gravitational field [DCLS15].

This means that if we set up an experiment taking place in a region of spacetime sufficiently
small and record the results, it is always possible to perform the same experiment in



6.1 Introduction

a region absent of gravity and change reference frame such that the same results are
obtained. In theory, sufficiently small might be synonymous to infinitesimal, namely, the
equivalence is exact only if the experiment performed in the presence of gravity takes place
in the tangent structure of spacetime. Alternatively, the equivalence principle implies
that gravitational effects at a given event can be turned off by considering a certain local
Lorentz transformation.

Furthermore, both teleparallel gravity and general relativity incorporate the assumption
that the local kinematics of spacetime is regulated by the Poincaré group. These consid-
erations are the rationale behind Riemann-Cartan geometry underlying both theories of
gravity, a fact we verified in §5, while their only difference being the way they accommodate
the gravitational degrees of freedom among the geometric objects available.
Be that as it may, there is significant experimental evidence that our universe momen-

tarily undergoes accelerated expansion [PR03, Wei08]. The substance that drives such a
stretching of spacetime is generally conjectured to be dark energy, which is a term used for
the cosmological constant, or a component that acts like one [PR03]. From a conceptual
point of view, there are at least two objections that may be posed against the dark energy
picture in teleparallel gravity or general relativity. Firstly, the cosmological constant must
be a spacetime constant, which follows directly from the gravitational field equations, and
it is thus excluded that this form of dark energy may explain possibly different rates of
expansion in space and time. This problem is sometimes circumvented by introducing a
scalar field with a self-interaction potential, which mimics a cosmological constant when
the potential is assumed to vary relatively slowly in spacetime. This brings us to a second
point of scepticism, as the new exotic matter is brought on the scene in a manner rather
reminiscent of ad hoc hypotheses, without good reason why one form over another should
be considered.
The presence of dark energy indicates that the large-scale kinematics of spacetime

is approximated better by the de Sitter group SOp1, 4q [ABAP07]. We shall take this
evidence to heart and conjecture that local kinematics is governed by the de Sitter group.
Looked at from a mathematical standpoint, this amounts to have the Riemann–Cartan
geometry replaced by a Cartan geometry modeled on de Sitter space, see §4. The
corresponding spacetime is everywhere approximated by de Sitter spaces, whose combined
set of cosmological constants in general varies from event to event, hence resulting in the
cosmological function.
In the present chapter we propose an extended theory of gravity as we generalize

teleparallel gravity for such a de Sitter–Cartan geometry. Quite similar to the cosmological
constant in teleparallel gravity or general relativity, we model the dark energy driving
the accelerated expansion by a cosmological function Λ of dimension one over length
squared. Fundamentally different, however, the cosmological function alters the kinematics
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6.2 Fundamentals of de Sitter teleparallel gravity

governing physics around any point, such that spacetime is approximated locally by a
de Sitter space of cosmological constant Λ. To be exact, a congruence of particles freely
falling in an external gravitational field exhibits a relative acceleration, not only due to
the nonhomogeneity of the gravitational field, but also because of the local kinematic
properties of spacetime that are determined by the cosmological function.
It is opportune to observe that the strong equivalence principle remains formally the

same, by which we mean that an observer always can change reference frame so that inertial
effects balance gravitational forces at a given event. This is not in contradiction with
our assertion that kinematics is locally governed by the de Sitter group. The kinematics
reveals itself in the relative acceleration between a congruence of particles, which can
be observed only in experiments taking place over regions including different points of
spacetime. The tangent space at any spacetime event is identified with the tangent space
of the local de Sitter space, which thus continues to be a vector space of signature two.

6.2 Fundamentals of de Sitter teleparallel gravity

Following the arguments exposed in the introduction, we construct de Sitter teleparallel
gravity on top of a nonlinear de Sitter–Cartan geometry. The mathematical structure of
this geometry was discussed in §4, to which extensive reference will be made during the
remainder of this chapter. For the sake of clarity, there will be some repetition of content
in the following sections, although details or derivations of formulae are usually omitted,
as the reader is invited to consult them in §§4.2–4.3.

To begin with we mention that spacetime continues to be modeled by a four-dimensional
manifold, for the necessity to label events by four coordinates is not a property we wish to
alter when introducing the cosmological function. An essential and new ingredient with
respect to teleparallel gravity, on the other hand, is that the presence of a cosmological
function Λ is supposed to change the kinematics that governs physics over a sufficiently
small region of spacetime. More precisely, the value of the cosmological function at a given
event determines the cosmological constant of the approximating de Sitter space, which
therefore can be thought of as being tangent to spacetime.1

The corresponding change in the kinematical group from the Poincaré group to the de
Sitter group lies at the heart for replacing the isop1, 3q-valued connection A of teleparallel
gravity in §5.3 with a similar connection that is valued in the de Sitter algebra sop1, 4q.
In order to decompose A in two pieces, of which one takes values in sop1, 3q and another
is valued in the infinitesimal de Sitter translations p, we must fix a point in de Sitter
space dS— or, more precisely, we must fix a section ξ of the associated bundle of de Sitter

1The problem of finding the precise value for Λ along spacetime in de Sitter teleparallel gravity will be
addressed when we discuss the gravitational field equations in §6.4.
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6.2 Fundamentals of de Sitter teleparallel gravity

spaces QrdSs “ QˆSOp1,4q dS, because the splitting may be considered pointwise along
spacetime. We already verified in (4.2.10) that such a splitting is not preserved under
local de Sitter translations 1` iεpxq ¨ P :

δεA
a
b “

1
l2
pεaAb ´ εbA

aq and δεA
a “ ´dεa ´Aabε

b `
dl

l
εa.

In contrast with the transformations (5.3.1) for a Riemann–Cartan geometry in teleparallel
gravity, the sop1, 3q-valued part Aab is not invariant under translations and cannot be
taken as the spin connection.

In order to obtain a true spin connection ω and vierbein e, i.e., objects that retain their
usual meaning, independent of the section ξ chosen to decompose the de Sitter algebra, we
nonlinearly realize A. This is completely equivalent to the manner in which we constructed
ω and e for teleparallel gravity in §5.3, the only distinction being that ξpxq is at any x
a point in the local de Sitter space dSx “ π´1

QrdSspxq, instead of a Minkowski space, so
that the vierbein is a mapping from the tangent space at x to the tangent space at ξpxq,
i.e., ea : V µ P TxM ÞÑ eaµV

µ P TξdSx. The spin connection and vierbein were computed
in §4.3, i.e., they are given by (4.3.13). Their curvature and torsion are then expressed
in (4.3.15).
Furthermore, we verified in §4.3 that the curvature R and torsion T are related to the

spin connection and vierbein through

Rab “ Ba
b `

1
l2
ea ^ eb (6.2.1a)

and
T a “ Ga ´ d ln l ^ ea, (6.2.1b)

were we denoted the exterior covariant derivatives of ωab and ea, respectively, by

Ba
b “ dωab ` ω

a
c ^ ω

c
b (6.2.2a)

and
Ga “ dea ` ωab ^ e

b, (6.2.2b)

which is consistent with the notation chosen in (5.2.2). It is then manifest that the
Ricci theorem (5.2.3) holds, i.e., ωabµ “ ω̊abµ `K

a
bµ , where ω̊abµ is the Levi-Civita spin

connection and Ka
bµ is given by (5.2.4), namely,

Ka
bµ “

1
2pG

a
µb `G

a
µ b `G

a
b µq, or Gaµν “ Ka

bµe
b
ν ´K

a
bν e

b
µ.

We shall continue to call K the contortion, although one must keep in mind that G is
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6.2 Fundamentals of de Sitter teleparallel gravity

not the torsion for a de Sitter–Cartan geometry whenever the cosmological function is
nonconstant, as can be seen from (6.2.1b). Furthermore, the Levi-Civita connection is the
connection for which the two-form G vanishes, such that the torsion of ω̊ is nonzero in a
de Sitter–Cartan geometry, namely, T̊ a “ ´d ln l ^ ea.

In §4.2 we already observed that the algebraic covariant derivative of p-valued forms on
spacetime may be defined as

DµV
a “ BµV

a ` ωabµV
b. (6.2.3)

Subsequently, spacetime covariant differentiation is introduced as ∇ “ d` Γ, such that
∇µV

ρ “ e ρ
a DµV

a. It thus follows that

Γρνµ “ e ρ
a Dµe

a
ν ,

and that the vierbein is covariantly constant, i.e., Dµe
a
ν ´ Γρνµeaρ “ 0. Additionally,

one may provide spacetime with a metric structure by constructing the symmetric tensor
gµν “ eaµeaν , which is covariantly constant:

∇ρgµν “ 0. (6.2.4)

Finally, we remark that the Bianchi identities are the same as those for a Riemann–
Cartan geometry, which were written down in (5.2.7).

Whilst this outline concludes our review of de Sitter–Cartan geometry as the mathematical
framework we shall employ to model teleparallel gravity with a cosmological function,
there remains to be specified how precisely it intends to accommodate the kinematics due
to Λ and the dynamical degrees of freedom of the gravitational field and the cosmological
function. These issues are addressed in the remainder of this section.
To begin with, it is postulated that a gravitational field is present if and only if the

exterior covariant derivative (6.2.2b) of the vierbein has a value not equal to zero. This
characterization to indicate whether or not there are gravitational degrees of freedom is
formally the same as in teleparallel gravity, which may be argued to be natural. A priori,
we would like to generalize for a different kinematics only and not alter the geometrical
representation of the dynamics of the gravitational field. Nevertheless, this does not mean
that the dynamics itself remains unaltered. On the contrary, we shall see in §6.4 how the
presence of a cosmological function modifies the gravitational field equations.
In further similarity with teleparallel gravity, the spin connection does not bear any

gravitational degrees of freedom. Being a connection for local Lorentz transformations, it
naturally continues to represent fictitious forces existing in a certain class of frames. The
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final and most important issue that must be settled in specifying for the geometry is then—
How are the local kinematics, whose defining group in the presence of the cosmological
function is SOp1, 4q, accounted for?
The question is given an answer by postulating that the curvature (6.2.1a) vanishes at

every spacetime event, i.e.,

Ba
bµν “ ´

Λ
3 pe

a
µebν ´ e

a
νebµq. (6.2.5)

The curvature of the spin connection hence equals the curvature of the Levi-Civita
connection on a de Sitter space with cosmological constant given by Λ, which varies from
point to point. If the cosmological function goes to zero over the whole of spacetime, the
spin connection becomes the Levi-Civita connection for Minkowski space, or in the presence
of torsion, the Weitzenböck connection of teleparallel gravity. The prescription (6.2.5) is
therefore consistent with teleparallel gravity, which is recovered in the contraction limit
Λ Ñ 0. The prescription (6.2.5) to implement the kinematics in the geometric framework
is of great importance, for the kinematic effects will be observable as fictitious forces
between adjacent free-falling particles, something which will be clarified in the following
section.

6.3 Particle mechanics and kinematic effects

The geometric framework and fundamentals now well understood, we are equipped to
implement de Sitter teleparallel gravity. In this section we establish the motion of a test
particle moving in the presence of a given gravitational field and cosmological function.
Thereafter, we determine in §6.4 how the gravitational field and cosmological function
themselves are sourced by a certain distribution of matter energy-momentum.

The motion of a particle of nonzero rest mass m in the presence of a gravitational field
and cosmological function is determined by the action pc “ 1q

S “ ´m
ż

uae
a, (6.3.1)

where ua “ eaµdx
µ{dτ is the four-velocity of the particle. Hence, as usual (6.3.1) is

proportional to the particle’s proper time τ . Note that integration goes along a curve that
connects two given events, and that the physical world line traced out by the particle is
the curve that extremizes (6.3.1).

To be explicit, one looks for the world line xµpτq such that the Lie derivative in arbitrary
directions δxµpτq of (6.3.1) vanishes. The variations are set to zero at the end events,
since the latter are fixed by construction. Because δuaea “ 0, we only need the expression

90



6.3 Particle mechanics and kinematic effects

for the Lie derivative of the vierbein, i.e.,

δea “ eaµdδx
µ ` Bρe

a
µδx

ρdxµ. (6.3.2)

The variation of the action can then be worked out without much effort, which consequently
leads to the result

δS “ m

ż

dτδxµ
„ˆ

dua
dτ

´ ωabρubu
ρ

˙

eaµ

´ uau
ρpBµe

a
ρ ´ Bρe

a
µ ` ω

a
bµe

b
ρ ´ ω

a
bρe

b
µq



.

When this variation is required to vanish for arbitrary δxµ, one obtains the particle’s
equations of motion, thus given by

uρDρu
a “ Ka

bρu
buρ. (6.3.3)

Before we discuss this result in further detail, we dedicate a couple of lines on its
derivation. Observe that the variation of the vierbein has been substituted directly
for the Lie derivative (6.3.2), instead of first replacing the vierbein with the expression
eapAa, Aab, ξ

a, lq given in (4.3.13b), and subsequently taking the Lie derivative. The latter
procedure was followed when the particle’s equations of motion for teleparallel gravity
were derived in §5.4. It does not matter which procedure one chooses, because they are
equivalent to each other. This is so, since the expression eapAa, Aab, ξa, lq constitutes a
one-form, hence must satisfy (6.3.2). It is a significantly simpler computation to take
the Lie derivative directly of ea, compared to first opening up the expression and then
applying the variation. For the sake of completeness, we have included the alternative
and more complex computation in §6.A, which confirms (6.3.3). In §5.4 as well, one could
have calculated the particle’s equations of motion by taking the Lie derivative from the
vierbein, instead of first using (5.3.3), although the gain in efficiency would have been
marginal.2

The equations of motion (6.3.3) are identical in form to the ones (5.4.2) governing
particle mechanics in teleparallel gravity, i.e., when the cosmological function vanishes.
In particular, (6.3.3) complies with the weak equivalence principle, yet a breakdown
of the latter most likely could be coped with along the lines it is done in teleparallel
gravity [APV04a]. Despite the fact it is not immediately obvious from (6.3.3), a nonzero
cosmological function has an impact on the motion of particles. The first change is rather

2When teleparallel gravity is formulated as a gauge theory for the Poincaré translations, first using (5.3.3)
and then taking the variations may be preferred from a conceptual point of view, since the field Aa is
considered the fundamental gauge potential.
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indirect and stems from a modification in the gravitational field equations, thus altering
the value of the contortion for a given distribution of energy-momentum that sources
gravity.

The second change reflects the alteration in kinematics, now regulated by the de Sitter
group. In order to clarify this, we consider a one-parameter family xσpτq of solutions
of (6.3.3), parametrized by σ. Hence, these curves are the world lines of a string of
neighboring test particles, moving in an external gravitational field and in the presence of
a cosmological function. The solutions constitute a two-dimensional surface, to which the
vector fields

u “
d

dτ
“
dxµ

dτ
Bµ and v “

d

dσ
“
dxµ

dσ
Bµ

are tangent. For every value of σ, the vector field u is the four-velocity of the particle with
world line xσpτq, hence satisfies (6.3.3). The field v is tangent to constant τ slices, i.e.,
vpτq “ limhÑ0

1
h rxσ`hpτq ´ xσpτqs, and thus connects two infinitesimally separated test

particles during their motion in a gravitational field. The vector field [Car04]

aa “ uµDµpu
νDνv

aq

is therefore the relative acceleration between the world lines, measured by a free-falling
observer.

In order to get a useful expression for the relative acceleration a, we first note that the
definitions of u and v trivially imply that the commutator ru, vs vanishes. Further, one
has that

uµDµv
a ´ vµDµu

a “ uµvνGaµν ,

while it follows that

uµDµpu
νDνv

aq “ uµDµpv
νDνu

a ` uλvνGaλνq

“ uµBµv
νDνu

a ` uµvνDµDνu
a ` uµDµpu

λvνGaλνq

“ vµBµu
νDνu

a ` uµvνubBa
bµν ` u

µvνDνDµu
a

` uµDµpu
λvνGaλνq,

where the last equality depends on the identity rDµ, Dνsu
a “ ubBa

bµν . The third term in
the last line can be written as

uµvνDνDµu
a “ vνDνpu

µDµu
aq ´ vνBνu

µDµu
a.

When we substitute for this identity and the particle’s field equations (6.3.3) are invoked
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as well, we find a final expression for the relative acceleration, namely,

aa “ uµvνubBa
bµν ` v

µDµpK
a
bνu

buνq ` uµDµpu
λvνGaλνq, (6.3.4)

where Ba
bµν is the curvature (6.2.5) of the local de Sitter spaces. The first term is therefore

present only when the cosmological function is nonzero.
Equation (6.3.4) is a chief result of de Sitter teleparallel gravity, for it describes what the

phenomenology is of the local de Sitter kinematics. The last two terms are dynamical in
nature and come from a nonhomogeneous gravitational field. The first term originates in
the cosmological function Λ, as can be seen from (6.2.5), and is caused by the kinematics.
This contribution manifests itself in that two particles separated by the infinitesimal va

deviate as if they were moving in a de Sitter space with cosmological constant Λ. Hence,
two neighboring free-falling particles have world lines that deviate, not only because they
move in a nonhomogeneous gravitational field, but also because of the kinematics that is
determined by the cosmological function. According to this approach, dark energy has its
origins in the cosmological function and reveals itself as a kinematic effect.

6.4 Dynamics of the gravitational field and the cosmological
function

Having specified the particle mechanics caused by a gravitational field and cosmologi-
cal function in the foregoing section, we now prescribe the dynamics of the latter two
themselves.
The gravitational action we shall consider is a reasonable generalization of the action

for the gravitational field in teleparallel gravity. Remember that the Lagrangian (5.4.4)
for teleparallel gravity is the function

Ltg “
1
4G

a
µνG

µν
a `

1
2G

a
µνG

bµ
λe

λ
a e

ν
b ´G

a
µνG

bµ
λe

ν
a e

λ
b ,

where Ga is the exterior covariant derivative of the vierbein. The geometry underlying
teleparallel gravity is a Riemann–Cartan geometry, in which Ga is the torsion of the
structure. Because the torsion for a de Sitter–Cartan geometry in the presence of a
cosmological function is given by T a “ Ga ´ d ln l ^ ea, it appears a natural proposition
to define the Lagrangian LdStg for de Sitter teleparallel gravity to be the same function of
T a as Ltg is a function of Ga. We thus postulate the Lagrangian

LdStg “
1
4T

a
µν T

µν
a `

1
2T

a
µν T

bµ
λ e

λ
a e

ν
b ´ T

a
µν T

bµ
λ e

ν
a e

λ
b .

In order to restate this function as a Lagrangian for the gravitational field and the
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cosmological function, we substitute the torsion for Ga ` 1
2d ln Λ ^ ea, after which a

straightforward calculation shows that

LdStg “ Ltg ´
3
2Bµ ln Λ Bµ ln Λ´ 2GµνµBν ln Λ. (6.4.1)

The action for de Sitter teleparallel gravity is thus given by pc “ ~ “ 1q

SdStg “
1

2κ

ż

d4x e

ˆ

Ltg ´
3
2Bµ ln Λ Bµ ln Λ´ 2GρµρBµ ln Λ

˙

, (6.4.2)

where κ “ 8πGN and e “ det eaµ.
The action (6.4.2) reminds, on the one hand, of the scheme in which scalar-tensor theories

modify gravity in the framework of general relativity [BD61, Dic62, Ber68, SF10, Tsu10], or,
on the other hand, of teleparallel dark energy, where a scalar field is coupled nonminimally to
teleparallel gravity [GLSW11, GLS12, XSL12]. To be precise, it specifies for a gravitational
sector modeled by teleparallel gravity— for a spin connection with curvature (6.2.5)—
that interacts with the cosmological function due to a nonminimal coupling between the
trace of the exterior covariant derivative of the vierbein and the logarithmic derivative of
Λ. A theory quite similar in structure was discussed in [Ota16]. Despite the similarity,
there is a crucial discrepancy it has in common with any of the other modifications of
general relativity or teleparallel gravity that introduce nonminimal couplings to scalar
fields. Usually, these fields are added to the theory in a manner rather reminiscent of ad
hoc hypotheses, and are not an essential feature of the spacetime geometry. In de Sitter
teleparallel gravity by contrast, the scalar field is the cosmological function, which forms
an integral part of the geometric structure and, moreover, quantifies the kinematics locally
governed by the de Sitter group in the sense of §6.3.
Note that the cosmological function appears in the action only through its logarithmic

derivative, which is a direct consequence of (6.2.1b). Factors of Bµ ln Λ are naturally
dimensionless, which renders a correct overall dimension for the action. Because spacetime
coordinates are numbers and the dimension of the vierbein components is that of length,
i.e., reaµs “ L, while

rκs “ L2, res “ L4, rgµνs “ L´2, and rGρµρs “ L´2,

one confirms that SdStg indeed has dimension of ~ “ 1.
The field equations for the vierbein are obtained by demanding that the functional (6.4.2)

attains an extremal value as function of the vierbein, which is the case if

Bρ

ˆ

e
BLdStg
BBρeaµ

˙

´ e
BLdStg
Beaµ

´ e e µ
a LdStg “ 0. (6.4.3)
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Substituting for the Lagrangian (6.4.1), these equations take the form

0 “ Bρ
ˆ

e
BLtg
BBρeaµ

˙

´ e
BLtg
Beaµ

´ e e µ
a Ltg

´ 2Bρ
ˆ

e
BGλσλ
BBρeaµ

Bσ ln Λ
˙

`
3
2e
BpBρ ln Λ Bρ ln Λq

Beaµ

` 2eG
λσ
λ

Beaµ
Bσ ln Λ` 3

2e e
µ
a Bρ ln Λ Bρ ln Λ` 2e e µ

a G
λσ
λBσ ln Λ. (6.4.4)

The first three terms of the right-hand side make up the field equations (5.4.5) for
teleparallel gravity. In §5.A we computed that they reduce to the left-hand side of (5.4.6),
a result that can be recycled here. Us thus rests the task to compute the remaining terms
of the expression above, an exercise that is synthesized in §6.B. The gravitational field
equations are hence found to be given by

DρpeW
ρµ

a q ` e t µa ´ 2eGρµρe ν
a Bν ln Λ´ 2e e µ

a ˝ln Λ

` 2e e ρ
a ∇ρB

µ ln Λ´ 3e e ρ
a Bρ ln Λ Bµ ln Λ` 3

2e e
µ
a Bρ ln Λ Bρ ln Λ “ 0, (6.4.5)

where ˝ is the d’Alembertian operator gµν∇µBν “ ∇µB
µ, while W ρµ

a and t µa are the
superpotential (5.4.7), respectively, the gravitational energy-momentum current (5.4.8).
The equations (6.4.5) thus determine the components of the vierbein, but they do not

fix a value for the cosmological function. We thus need a differential equation that needs
to be solved by Λ. In de Sitter teleparallel gravity the cosmological function is given its
own dynamics, i.e., it is attributed its own field equation δΛSdStg “ 0. We compute

δSdStg “ ´
1

2κ

ż

d4x e
`

3gµρBρ ln Λ δBµ ln Λ` 2Gρµρ δBµ ln Λ
˘

.

Because δBµ ln Λ “ Bµδln Λ, it follows that

δSdStg “
1

2κ

ż

d4x
!

δln Λ
”

3Bµ
`

e Bµ ln Λ
˘

` 2Bµ
`

eGρµρ
˘

ı

´ Bµ

”

`

3e Bµ ln Λ` 2eGρµρ
˘

δln Λ
ı)

.

The second line can be integrated into a surface term that vanishes, since the variation
δln Λ is assumed to be zero at the boundary.3 If we demand that the variation be equal to

3It may not be directly clear that δln Λ vanishes at the boundary. What if the cosmological function goes
to zero as well? Note, however, that δln Λ “ ´ 1

2δln l “ ´
1
2 l
´1δl. As long as l does not go to zero at

the boundary— which would correspond to an infinite cosmological function— a vanishing variation δl
at infinity results in the well-defined condition that δln Λ|8 “ 0.
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zero, the field equation for Λ is found, namely,

Bµpe B
µ ln Λq ` 2

3BµpeG
ρµ
ρq “ 0,

which we rewrite as

˝ln Λ`GµρµBρ ln Λ “ ´2
3p∇µG

ρµ
ρ `G

µ
ρµG

νρ
νq. (6.4.6)

The coupling of matter fields to the gravitational sector is carried out by taking the
sum of the matter action

Sm “

ż

d4x eLm

and the action (6.4.2) for the gravitational field and cosmological function. The energy-
momentum current δpeLmq{δe

a
µ of matter is a source for the gravitational field equa-

tions (6.4.5), but does not appear in the equation of motion (6.4.6) for the cosmological
function. According to this scheme, energy-momentum generates gravity, which in turn
sources the cosmological function.

6.5 Concluding remarks

We formulated a theory of gravity consistent with local spacetime kinematics regulated
by the de Sitter group, namely, de Sitter teleparallel gravity. It was made plain in §5.3
that teleparallel gravity, a theory physically equivalent to general relativity, has the
mathematical structure of a nonlinear Riemann–Cartan geometry. This inspired us to
generalize for de Sitter kinematics by considering de Sitter–Cartan geometry in the presence
of a nonconstant cosmological function Λ.
The theory has the structure of a gravitational sector described by teleparallel gravity

that couples nonminimally to the cosmological function. Dynamical degrees of freedom of
the gravitational field are present if and only if the exterior covariant derivative of the
vierbein does not vanish. Further, the cosmological function has its own dynamics, sourced
by the trace of the exterior covariant derivative of the vierbein, but not directly by the
matter energy-momentum current. It is thence similar in form to teleparallel dark energy,
or scalar-tensor theories in the framework of general relativity.
A crucial difference between these models and the theory here proposed is that the

cosmological function modifies the local kinematics of spacetime. Indeed, at every spacetime
point we put forward that the curvature of the spin connection is equal to the curvature
of the Levi-Civita connection of a de Sitter space with cosmological constant given by the
value of the cosmological function. We saw that such a choice gives rise to a kinematic
contribution in the deviation equation for the world lines of adjacent free-falling particles,
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that is, they undergo a relative acceleration that is kinematic in origin. This result is
arguably the one of most importance of this chapter, for it specifies in exactly what manner
the kinematics due to the cosmological function are to be observed. Hence, dark energy
may be interpreted as a kinematic effect or, alternatively, as the cosmological function
causing this effect.
It is interesting to note that there exists a link between the dynamics and kinematics

of the theory, in the sense that the value of the cosmological function is determined
dynamically by its interaction with the gravitational field, while the resulting value
determines the local spacetime kinematics, which in its turn affects the motion of matter.
The theory thus gives a precise model that prescribes how the kinematics of high energy
physics may be modified locally and becomes spacetime-dependent [Man02]. Although
there is a connection between them, dynamics and kinematics remain logically separated
in the geometric representation of de Sitter teleparallel gravity. Nontrivial dynamics gives
way to the torsion of the de Sitter–Cartan geometry being nonzero, whereas the value of
the curvature of the spin connection encodes the inertial effects of a given frame and the
local de Sitter kinematics. This is a natural generalization of the geometric representation
of teleparallel gravity, which is recovered when the cosmological function vanishes.
To conclude we comment that if the specific dynamical model for de Sitter teleparallel

gravity in §6.4 were to be falsified by observational data, one naturally would be forced to
find alternative Lagrangians for the gravitational field and cosmological function, but the
paradigm of representing dark energy in the kinematics of spacetime according to §6.2
would remain a valid track to be considered further.
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6.A Explicit calculation of a particle’s equations of motion

Appendix 6.A Explicit calculation of a particle’s equations of
motion

In §6.3 the equations of motion (6.3.3) were derived for a test particle of mass m moving
in an external gravitational field. They were found after a short calculation, since we
applied the Lie derivative directly on the vierbein, rather then first substituting it for the
expression (4.3.13b) for eapAa, Aab, ξa, lq. Here, we shall work out the second equivalent
approach as it generalizes the calculation of the particle’s equations of motion (5.4.2) in
teleparallel gravity.
We thus need to compute δS “

ş

uaδe
a, where the vierbein is replaced by (4.3.13b),

which we rewrite here as

ea “ cosh z Aa ´ pcosh z ´ 1qξbA
bξa

ξ2

`
sinh z
z

pdξa `Aabξ
bq ´

dl

l
ξa ´

ˆ

sinh z
z

´ 1
˙

ξbdξ
bξa

ξ2 .

The variation is a Lie derivative, from which it follows that δS equals
ż

ua

"

δcosh z Aa ` cosh z δAaρdxρ ` cosh z Aaρdδxρ ´ δcosh z ξbA
bξa

ξ2

` pcosh z ´ 1q
„

2δξ
ξ

ξbA
bξa

ξ2 ´
δξbA

bξa

ξ2 ´
ξbδA

b
ρξ
a

ξ2 dxρ ´
ξbA

bδξa

ξ2

´
ξbA

b
ρξ
a

ξ2 dδxρ


` δ
´sinh z

z

¯

pdξa `Aabξ
bq `

sinh z
z

pdδξa ` δAabρξ
bdxρ

`Aabδξ
b `Aabρξ

bdδxρq `
δldl

l2
ξa ´

dδl

l
ξa ´

dl

l
δξa ´ δ

´sinh z
z

¯ξbdξ
bξa

ξ2

`

´sinh z
z

´ 1
¯

„

2δξ
ξ

ξbdξ
bξa

ξ2 ´
δξbdξ

bξa

ξ2 ´
ξbdδξ

bξa

ξ2 ´
ξbdξ

bδξa

ξ2

*

,

where, furthermore,

δAaρ “ BµA
a
ρδx

µ, δAabρ “ BµA
a
bρδx

µ,

and
δz “ δpl´1ξq “ ´l´2δl ξ ` l´1δξ, with δl “ Bµl δxµ, δξa “ Bµξ

aδxµ.

We also used that for an exact one form dξa, the Lie derivative commutes with the exterior
derivative, in the sense that δdξa “ dpδxµBµξ

aq “ dδξa, which can be verified explicitly.
Subsequently, boundary terms resulting from the integration vanish, because the world
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line is held fixed at the end events. We then obtain for the variation of the action:
ż
„

´ dua

"

cosh z Aaµ ´ pcosh z ´ 1q
ξbA

b
µξ
a

ξ2 `
sinh z
z

pBµξ
a `Aabµξ

bq

´
Bµl

l
ξa ´

´sinh z
z

´ 1
¯ξbBµξ

bξa

ξ2

*

δxµ ` uaδx
µdxρ

"„

sinh z
z

Aabρ

´

Bµξ
b

´ ξb
ξcBµξ

c

ξ2

¯

` cosh z pBρξa `Aabρξbq
ξcBµξ

c

ξ2 ´ Bρξ
a ξbBµξ

b

ξ2 ´ cosh z
´

Bρξ
a

`Aabρξ
b ´ ξa

ξbBρξ
b

ξ2

¯

Bµl

l
` Bρξ

a Bµl

l
´ 2pcosh z ´ 1qξa ξbBρξ

b

ξ2
ξcA

c
µ

ξ2

` pcosh z ´ 1qBρξa
ξbA

b
µ

ξ2 ` pcosh z ´ 1qξa
BρξbA

b
µ

ξ2 ` z sinh z ξcBµξ
c

ξ2

´

Aaρ

´ ξa
ξbA

b
ρ

ξ2

¯

´ z sinh z
´

Aaρ ´ ξ
a ξbA

b
ρ

ξ2

¯

Bµl

l



´

„

ρØ µ

*

` uaδx
µdxρ

"

´

„

Bρl

l

sinh z
z

´

Bµξ
a `Aabµξ

b ´ ξa
ξbBµξ

b

ξ2

¯

`
Bρl

l

Bµl

l
ξa ` cosh z BρAaµ

´ pcosh z ´ 1qξa
ξbBρA

b
µ

ξ2 `
sinh z
z

BρA
a
bρξ

b



`

„

ρØ µ

*

.

The terms between the first pair of curly brackets add up to give the vierbein, while it may
be verified that the sum of terms between the second pair of curly brackets is equivalent to

„

ωabρe
b
µ ´

sinh z
z

AabρA
b
cµξ

c ´
Bρl

l
ξa
ξbBµξ

b

ξ2 ´ cosh z AabρAbµ

´ pcosh z ´ 1qξa
Abcρξ

cAbµ
ξ2 ´ z sinh z Aaρ

ξcA
c
µ

ξ2



´

„

ρØ µ



.

This allows us to further work out δS, namely,
ż
„

´ duae
a
µδx

µ ` uaδx
µdxρ

"„

ωabρe
b
µ ´

sinh z
z

ξc
´

BρA
a
cρ `A

a
bρA

b
cµ

`
1
l2
AaρAcµ

¯

´ cosh z
´

BρA
a
µ `A

a
bρA

b
µ ´

Bρl

l
Aaµ

¯

´ p1´ cosh zqξ
aξb
ξ2

´

BρA
b
µ `A

b
cρA

c
µ ´

Bρl

l
Abµ

¯

´
Bρl

l

ˆ

cosh z Aaµ ´ pcosh z ´ 1q
ξbA

b
µξ
a

ξ2

`
sinh z
z

pBµξ
a `Aabµξ

bq ´
Bµl

l
ξa ´

´sinh z
z

´ 1
¯ξbBµξ

bξa

ξ2

˙

´

„

ρØ µ

*
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“

ż

δxµ
„

´ duae
a
µ ` uaω

a
bρe

b
µdx

ρ ´ uaω
a
bµe

b
ρdx

ρ ´ uadx
ρ

ˆ

sinh z
z

ξcF acρµ

` cosh z F aρµ ` p1´ cosh zq
ξaξbF

b
ρµ

ξ2

˙

´
Bρl

l
eaµuadx

ρ `
Bµl

l
eaρuadx

ρ



.

In these last two lines one may recognize the expression (4.3.15b) for the torsion, i.e.,

T a “
sinh z
z

ξbF ab ` cosh z F a ` p1´ cosh zqξbF
bξa

ξ2 .

It follows that

δS “
ż

dτδxµ
"

´ eaµ

ˆ

dua
dτ

´ ωbaρubu
ρ ` uρ

Bρl

l
ua

˙

` T aµρ uau
ρ `

Bµl

l

*

.

Setting δS “ 0 and using (6.2.1b), (6.3.3) is recovered.

Appendix 6.B Verification of gravitational field equations

In the following paragraphs it is to be confirmed that the field equations (6.4.5) for the
vierbein are correct, in the sense that they follow from the equations (6.4.4).

The first three terms of (6.4.4) were already calculated in 5.A, and shown to be equal
to the left-hand side of (6.4.3), i.e.,

Bρ

ˆ

e
BLtg
BBρeaµ

˙

´ e
BLtg
Beaµ

´ e e µ
a Ltg

“ DρpeW
ρµ

a q ` eGbρaW
ρµ
b ´ e e µ

a Ltg. (6.B.1)

To calculate the five remaining terms of (6.4.4) we make use of the auxiliary results

BGλσλ
BBρeaµ

“ e µ
a g

σρ ´ e ρ
a g

σµ,

Bgλσ

Beaµ
“ ´gµλe σ

a ´ gµσe λ
a ,

and
BGλσλ
Beaµ

“ ´Gµσa ` e
µ
b g

λσωbaλ ´ e
λ
b g

µσωbaλ ´G
λµ
λe

σ
a ´Gλaλg

µσ.

Substituting for these expressions shows that the last five terms of (6.4.4) equal

´ 2Bρpe e µ
a g

σρBσ ln Λ´ e e ρ
a g

σµBσ ln Λq ` 2e gρσe µ
b ω

b
aρBσ ln Λ
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´ 2e gµσe ρ
b ω

b
aρBσ ln Λ´ 2eGρµρe σ

a Bσ ln Λ´ 2eGρaρgµσBσ ln Λ
´ 2eGµσaBσ ln Λ´ 3e gµρe σ

a Bρ ln Λ Bσ ln Λ` 2e e µ
a G

ρσ
ρBσ ln Λ

´
3
2e e

µ
a Bρ ln Λ Bρ ln Λ. (6.B.2)

The first four terms equal ´2Dρpe e
µ
a g

σρBσ ln Λq ` 2Dρpe e
ρ
a g

σµBσ ln Λq, which can be
worked out further by noting that Bµe “ e Γ̊ρρµ and that the vierbein is covariantly
constant:

´ 2e Γ̊ρρνe µ
a g

σνBσ ln Λ` 2eΓµρνe ρ
a g

σνBσ ln Λ` 2e e µ
a ΓσρνgρνBσ ln Λ

` 2e e µ
a ΓνρνgρσBσ ln Λ´ 2e e µ

a g
σνBνBσ ln Λ` 2e Γ̊ρρνe ν

a g
σµBσ ln Λ

´ 2eΓνρνe ρ
a g

σµBσ ln Λ´ 2e e ν
a ΓσρνgρµBσ ln Λ´ 2e e ν

a ΓµρνgρσBσ ln Λ
` 2e e ν

a g
σµBνBσ ln Λ

“ 2eKµ
ρν e

ρ
a g

σνBσ ln Λ` 2e e µ
a ΓσρνgρνBσ ln Λ´ 2e e µ

a K
σ
ρν g

ρνBσ ln Λ
´ 2e e µ

a g
σνBνBσ ln Λ´ 2eKν

ρν e
ρ
a g

σµBσ ln Λ´ 2e e ν
a ΓσρνgρµBσ ln Λ

` 2e e ν
a K

σ
ρν g

ρµBσ ln Λ` 2e e ν
a g

σµBνBσ ln Λ,

where we also used the Ricci theorem (5.2.3). With the help of this result, the sum of the
right-hand side of (6.B.1) and (6.B.2) becomes

DρpeW
ρµ

a q ` eGbρaW
ρµ
b ´ e e µ

a Ltg ` 2e pKµ σ
a `Kσµ

a qBσ ln Λ
´ 2eGµσaBσ ln Λ´ 2eGρµρe σ

a Bσ ln Λ´ 2e e µ
a g

σνpBνBσ ln Λ´ ΓρσνBρ ln Λq
` 2e e ν

a g
σµpBνBσ ln Λ´ ΓρσνBρ ln Λq ´ 3e e ρ

a Bρ ln Λ Bµ ln Λ

`
3
2e e

µ
a Bρ ln Λ Bρ ln Λ.

Because Kµ σ
a `Kσµ

a “ Gµσa, we finally rewrite the above expression as

DρpeW
ρµ

a q ` eGbρaW
ρµ
b ´ e e µ

a Ltg ´ 2eGρµρe ν
a Bν ln Λ´ 2e e µ

a ˝ln Λ

` 2e e ρ
a ∇ρB

µ ln Λ´ 3e e ρ
a Bρ ln Λ Bµ ln Λ` 3

2e e
µ
a Bρ ln Λ Bρ ln Λ,

which is equal to the right-hand side of (6.4.5).

101



7 Conclusions and outlook

In this thesis we investigated the possibility to generalize classical gravity in a manner
that deforms the group governing the local kinematics of physics from the Poincaré
group ISOp1, 3q to the de Sitter group SOp1, 4q, so that the local de Sitter spaces are
characterized by cosmological constants that form a nonconstant cosmological function
on spacetime. This generalization is motivated by noting that the accelerated expansion
of the universe implies that the large scale structure of spacetime is approximated by a
de Sitter space rather than a Minkowski space. From this point of view the observed
present-day cosmological constant is the cosmological function for a homogeneous and
isotropic universe.
We first recognized that the mathematical framework appropriate to implement such

deformed kinematics is contained in Cartan geometry. The precise geometry consists
of a spacetime that is equipped with a Cartan connection valued in the de Sitter Lie
algebra, namely, a Cartan geometry which is modeled on de Sitter space. The cosmological
constants of the local de Sitter spaces were shown to be related to a length scale defined in
the translational part of the de Sitter algebra, i.e., in the subspace of de Sitter transvections.
Because the Cartan connection is valued pointwise in copies of the de Sitter algebra, we
managed to account for a nonconstant cosmological function when the set of length scales
is allowed to become an arbitrary differentiable function on spacetime. This led to a new
contribution proportional to the logarithmic derivative of the cosmological function in
the torsion of the de Sitter–Cartan geometry. This geometry is by definition covariant
with respect to local Lorentz transformations, but the structure group was enlarged to
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the encompassing de Sitter group by constructing a nonlinear realization of the Cartan
connection.
With the right mathematical framework at our disposal we set out to formulate a

generalization of teleparallel gravity in the presence of a cosmological function. The result
was referred to as de Sitter teleparallel gravity. Equivalently to teleparallel gravity with a
vanishing cosmological function, gravitational degrees of freedom continued to be repre-
sented by the exterior covariant derivative of the vierbein. We saw how the cosmological
function gave origin to a kinematic contribution in the deviation equation for the world
lines of adjacent free-falling particles, thereby shedding light on the phenomenology of the
local de Sitter kinematics. The action we postulated for the dynamics of the theory is a
natural generalization of the action for teleparallel gravity and resulted in a coupled system
of equations of motion for the gravitational field and the cosmological function. What sets
de Sitter teleparallel gravity apart from theories with similar dynamical structures is that
the cosmological function determines to what degree the kinematics of physics is ruled by
the de Sitter group. In this sense the cosmological function is a true generalization of the
cosmological constant in Einstein’s equations: dark energy manifests itself as a kinematic
effect.
The new paradigm here presented to replace the Poincaré group with the de Sitter

group as the set of transformations that govern local kinematics is further motivated by
prospective problems to conciliate special relativity with the existence of an invariant
length parameter at the Planck scale. Namely, the concomitant replacement of special
relativity with an SOp1, 4q invariant special relativity allows for the existence of an invariant
length parameter proportional to Λ´2, while preserving the constancy of the speed of
light [ABAP07]. Because the cosmological function is not restricted to be constant, its
value can evolve with cosmological time, so that this model may be suitable to describe
the evolution of the universe, which requires different values of the cosmological term
at different epochs. For example, a huge cosmological term could drive inflation at the
primordial universe. Afterwards, the cosmological term should decay to a small value in
order to allow the formation of the structures we see today. Then, to account for the
late–time acceleration in the universe expansion rate, the value of the cosmological term
should somehow increase [AJP`15].
It goes without saying that the ideas implemented in this thesis constitute just a new

scenario for studying cosmology, and further research needs to be conducted. For example,
the field equations for the gravitational field and the cosmological function must be solved
for a homogeneous and isotropic universe in order to find the time evolution of the scale
factor and the cosmological function. Whether the dynamical model here presented is
consistent with observed dark energy behavior may be verified in a model-independent way,
i.e., cosmographically [Vis05], by comparing the calculated values for low order derivatives
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of the present-day scale factor with their observed values. Such cosmographic requirements
previously have been applied to put constraints on the functional form of modified gravity
Lagrangians, see, e.g., [CLS15]. Furthermore, if the Newtonian limit of the field equations
were to be obtained, one could verify their predictions for the galactic rotation curves’
dependence on the galactocentric radius. Because the cosmological function couples to
the gravitational field, it might contribute to the effective mass inside the galactic disk
and hence form a component of the dark matter supposedly responsible for the observed
flat rotation curves of galaxies. Another interesting question to be answered is how the
kinematic contribution due to the cosmological function in the deviation equation for
free-falling particles will leave its trace in the Raychaudhuri equation and what will be the
implications thereof for the motion of particles in a gravitational field.
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