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We provide a simple method for writing the Dirac-Born-Infeld equations of a Dp-brane in an arbitrary
static background whose metric depends only on the holographic radial coordinate z. Using this method
we revisit the Karch-O’Bannon procedure to calculate the dc conductivity in the presence of constant
electric and magnetic fields for backgrounds where the boundary is four- or three-dimensional and
satisfies homogeneity and isotropy. We find a frame-independent expression for the dc conductivity tensor.

For particular backgrounds we recover previous results on holographic metals and strange metals.
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L. INTRODUCTION

Holography provides a new approach for investigating
strongly coupled field theories. The most important case is
given by the AdS/CFT correspondence [1] that maps gauge
theories with conformal symmetry to string/M theories
compactified into anti-de Sitter spacetimes. The AdS/
CFT correspondence was conjectured by Maldacena after
investigating N coincident branes in string/M theory in the
large-N limit. At low energies some of these configurations
describe conformal gauge theories at weak coupling, while
at strong coupling they lead to supergravity solutions in-
volving anti-de Sitter spacetimes.

For example, the holographic dual of N = 4 U(N) super
Yang-Mills theory in four dimensions is Type IIB string
theory in AdSs X S°. This duality arises from a configura-
tion of N coincident D3-branes in the large-N limit. This
example is very interesting for many theoretical reasons
(for instance integrability) and provides new insights into
the old problem of nonperturbative QCD. Another interest-
ing example is the N = 6 k-level U(N) X U(N) super
Chern-Simons gauge theory in three dimensions, whose
holographic dual is M theory in AdS, X S7/Z;. In this
case the duality arises after considering a configuration of
M2-branes in M theory. This example has inspired recent
holographic models for condensed matter physics.

An interesting problem in condensed matter systems is
to describe charge transport in strongly coupled theories.
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In holography, this is achieved by the inclusion of fermionic
charge carriers in the AdS/CFT correspondence. A very
simple method of including fermions in the AdS/CFT
correspondence consists of the inclusion of Ny Dp-branes
in the probe limit Ny << N. This was originally proposed in
the four-dimensional case [2], where N, D7-branes are
included on top of N D3-branes. The probe limit Ny < N
guarantees that the backreaction of the D7-branes on the
bulk geometry can be ignored. The fermions are interpreted
as quarks in the four-dimensional field theory, whose dual
are strings stretching from the D3-branes to the D7-branes.

In this paper we consider the problem of probe
Dp-branes in an arbitrary static background, whose metric
depends only on the holographic radial coordinate z. We
provide a simple and elegant method to write the Dirac-
Born-Infeld (DBI) equations that describe the dynamics of
the Dp-brane. Using these results we calculate the electro-
magnetic currents through holographic methods for a gen-
eral gauge field configuration. We find a nice expression
for the case when the gauge field strengths on the brane
depend only on the radial coordinate z. As an application,
we consider the case of constant electric and magnetic
fields and calculate the dc conductivity tensor when the
boundary is four and three dimensional and satisfies ho-
mogeneity and isotropy. This is done following the Karch-
O’Bannon procedure [3,4] (see also [5]), which is based on
the reality of the brane action. We check our results for
particular backgrounds, namely the D3-D7 model [2] and
the Lifshitz background [6—10]. Our results for the D3-D7
model are consistent with those of [3—5] and are interpreted
as holographic metals, while in the Lifshitz case the
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conductivity is consistent with [11] and can be interpreted
in terms of strange metals. Our results are also consistent
with a recent method proposed in [12,13], which is based
on the properties of an effective metric, called open string
metric, that arises from the DBI action.

Our paper ends with some conclusions and an Appendix
describing the Drude model and the effect of a five-
dimensional Chern-Simons term on the DBI equations
for constant electric and magnetic fields.

II. DP-BRANE DYNAMICS AND
HOLOGRAPHIC CURRENTS

Consider the dynamics of a probe Dp-brane in an
arbitrary static background of the form

ds®> = a(2) g, (2)dx"dx" + b(z)d?, 2.1

where g,,, describes a D + 1 spacetime that includes the
radial coordinate z. We will be interested in the cases
D =4 and D = 3, although the results in this section
are general.

We assume for simplicity that 3 is a compact space. We
consider the case where the Dp-brane fills the spacetime of
the internal coordinates x” and wraps a submanifold ) of
dimension p — D inside 2. In a general class of Dp-brane
models, the submanifold () is specified by fixing some
coordinates in 2 to constant values while one of the
coordinates, say #, depends on the radial coordinate z.

The induced metric on the Dp-brane takes the form

ds}, = a(2)gu(2)dx"dx" + b(z)dO? =t GyydxMdx",
(2.2)
where g, now includes a contribution arising from

do* = 0”(z)dz>.

A. The DBI action

The dynamics of a single Dp-brane is described by the
Abelian DBI action

SDBI = _/_Lp /dedde7DQ€7¢

X o= det Gy + 2ma'Fyyy),  (2.3)

where G,y is the induced metric on the probe brane, Fy
is the world volume gauge field strength and

p, = Qm) P (2.4)
is the brane tension.

We assume for simplicity, that the gauge fields have
nonzero components in the x™ directions only and these
components do not depend on the coordinates of (). Thus,
after integrating over the compact submanifold ), we
obtain the D + 1 dimensional effective action that can
be written as
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Sper = — deXdZV(Z)V_E,

where E is the determinant of the tensor defined by

Emn = gmn + B(Z)Tmnr

(2.5)

(2.6)

and

2ma’

o Y9 1, Vae ®(a(2) s (b(z) 7.

B(z)= 2.7

Here we have used the notation V, to refer to the volume of
the compact submanifold ). Note that F,,, denotes the
components of the field strength in the x™ directions.

B. DBI equations and holographic currents

The relevant fields in the effective action (2.5) are the
D + 1 dimensional gauge field A,, and the scalar field
0(z). Therefore, the variation of the action (2.5) takes the

form
0Sppr = 55315%]%( + ESE%YI’ (2.8)

where
dSPi = fdﬂxdz{am<¥w/_ng,m))aﬂg

+ [az(%J—_EEZZ%) ~ \/—_Eg—g]ae}, 2.9)

SSp = — f dedz{amK%ﬁ J—_EE“vm))aAg]

. 0
+ az[g J=EE= 8= 50]}, (2.10)

a6’

and E(6m) = Etm — Emt with EOn being the inverse of Ey,,.

Since the field variations 6A, and 66 are arbitrary, the
bulk term (2.9) leads to the DBI equations

am<—yf \/—EE(‘""’)) =0, @.11)

Y ~ agu) dy
0 (IVTEE=282) - TEZX =0, 12
Z(2 26’ 26 12

A natural prescription for the boundary electromagnetic
currents in holography is the following:
o= oS
oA,

(2.13)

= ZBdy

In our case the only contribution comes from the first term
in the boundary term (2.10), so we find

j& = — lim I:y—f\/—EE(“’Z)].

Z_’Zde

(2.14)

The relevant equation for the gauge fields is
(2.11). Decomposing these equations into € = (z, 0, i)
components we obtain
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ao(¥ \/—_EEW) + a,.(% \/—_EE(Z’i)) =0, (2.15)
—az(¥ \/—_EE(Z'O)) + a,(% \/—_EE(O'i)) =0, (2.16)

_ az<77ﬁ \/__EE(ZJ)) _ a()(% ﬁg(a»)

+ @(? \/—EE(i’f)) =0. @.17)
In the case where the gauge field strength tensor F,,
depends only on the radial coordinate z, the equation
(2.15) is automatically satisfied, while the others can be
integrated out leading to the equation

ﬁ J—EE@® = 7",
2

where j* is the holographic current associated with the
DBI action, as obtained in (2.14). This is a nontrivial
equation involving the field strengths on the lhs and the
holographic currents on the rhs.

(2.18)

1. The contribution from a ©-term

In the D = 4 case, the boundary field theory is four
dimensional and may include a ®-term of the form'
Se = errP f did*°xOF ,,F ,,, (2.19)

where ©® = O(r, x) is a four-dimensional axion field
and F,, = d,A, —d,A, is the four- dimensional field

strength.
Integrating by parts (2.19), we obtain

So = 2eHP0 f dtd*5{0,[OA,F,, ]+ A,(8,0)F,, .
(2.20)

This term provides a contribution to the holographic
current,

o
A =250 _peurno(a,0)F,,.  (221)

54,

C. The method of B-expansion

The method proposed in this paper consists of a series
expansion in the parameter B(z) for the relevant quantities
appearing on the DBI equations, namely the determinant £
and the inverse tensor £™".

Consider the matrix representation of the metric ¢ and
the field strength F. Then the tensor E,, has a matrix
representation given by
+ BF=3(1+X),

A

E= (2.22)

o>

'A ©-term may arise from instanton configurations in QCD-
like theories and break parity symmetry; see for instance [14].
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where we have defined X := B2~ ! F. Note that this matrix

is matrix linear in 3. Recalling some properties of the
determinant, we can write E in terms of X,

E = det(E) = det(g)det (1 + X)

= det () exp {Tr[In (1 + X)]}. (2.23)

On the other hand, the tensor E™" corresponds to the
inverse matrix £~ and can also be represented in terms
of X s

El'=01+X)1g (2.24)

Now we consider a series expansion in X for the determi-
nant E and the inverse tensor £"". For the determinant we

first expand the matrix In (1 + X) and take the trace

TeIn (1 + )] = —% Tr(R2) — % Tr(R)

- é Tr(X®) + - - -, (2.25)

where we used the identity Tr(X") = 0 for odd values of .
Substituting (2.25) into (2.23) we get

1 1 .
E = det (g){l —5 Tr(X?) — 1 Tr(X*)

+ % [Tr(2)] — é Tr(£5) + %[Tr()?z)][Tr()?“)]

1 02
LS T + } (2.26)

The traces appearing in the expansion can be written in a
tensorial form,

TI'(XZ) = _BZ‘Tmn:me
Tr()?é‘) = B4fmnfnpquj:qm’
Tr(X6) = B6\Tmnfnpqufqrf”fxm’ U

Then we conclude that
[B-expansion,

(2.27)

the determinant has the

— 5 BZ mn ! mn
E = det(g){l + 7:]__‘ .,an + Z.’F pq.Tmnpq
BG
+ a\T'mnpqrs:}:'mnpq” + .. .}’ (2.28)

where
Fonpg 7= FonFpg = FopFng + FingFups
Fompars = FonF pgrs = FonpFugrs + FngFuprs
= FurFupas ¥ FnsFupgr =

It is easy to check that the covariant tensors F
Finnpqrs are antisymmetric in the index.?

(2.29)

mnpg and

>The antisymmetry of these tensors implies that they admit a
representation in terms of Levi-Civita symbols. We will not use
that representation in this paper, though.
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The expansion (2.28) involves only even powers of 8. It
can also be truncated according to the dimension D + 1 of
the spacetime relevant to the effective action. This is due to
the antisymmetry of the tensors appearing in the expan-
sion. Consider for instance the cases D =4 or D = 3,
where the effective bulk theory is five or four dimensional,
respectively. In those cases the antisymmetry of the tensor
F mnpqrs defined in (2.29) implies that this tensor vanishes.
This is also true for the tensors appearing at higher order
in B. Therefore, for D = 4 and D = 3, the B-expansion
(2.28) reduces to a polynomial or order 3*.

Now consider the matrix representation (2.24) of the
inverse tensor E™". Expanding (1 + X)~! in a geometric
series and using (2.27), we get the following expansion:

Emn — gmn _ Bj:mn + BZ:].*le.‘pn _ Bb’j_‘mp:]]qu_‘qn
+ B4j:'ln)flj:'qu:'qrj:'m — BSj:'mpj:’qu:‘qrj:'”j:'m
b (2.30)

We are also interested in the antisymmetric tensor E") =
Emn — E"m The terms in the expansion (2.30) that contain
even powers of 8 are symmetric in m < n. Therefore, the
tensor £ takes the form

E(m,n) — _ZB:]:'mn — 2ﬁ3:}:'mpj:'qu:‘qn
— 2B FF p FF o T+

If we multiply the expansion (2.31) with the determinant
given in (2.28), we obtain the expansion

(2.31)

EEMmn = det (g,){_zlgj:'mn _ B3:}:‘qu:‘mnpq

5
_B f pq T rs FMPAE £ } (2.32)

1. The DBI effective action and DBI equations

The B-expansion of the determinant E allows us to find a
useful expansion for the effective DBI action given in (2.5).
In (2.5) the Lagrangian density is proportional to JV-E.
Using the B-expansion in (2.28), we find that

V—E = /~80(z x), (2.33)
with Q(z, x) given by
BZ 4
Q(Z; )C) = {1 + TTmn.Tmn + E:anqumnpq
6 1/2
+ %:}:‘mnﬁlirsji‘mnpq” 4. } . (2.34)

As a consequence of (2.33) and (2.32), we find that

/_EE(m,n) 23 vV {j:mn 182 :}:‘pq:]_‘mnpq
0(z x)
LB

4fpz,fmf’"””‘f” -}

(2.35)
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This is a very useful expansion. In the general case, where
the field strengths depend not only on z but also on time
and spatial coordinates, we can use (2.35) in (2.11) to
rewrite the DBI equations as

oul v’ Q“(Z,_x S o B F i
~]}=o.

+ %f,,quffmf"f” +

The DBI equations written in the form (2.36) show
explicitly the expansion in B, which is equivalent to an
expansion in the string length squared a'. This is useful
if we want to truncate the DBI equations in the limit of
small 8. In many brane models the product y8? is inde-
pendent of z, so that in the limit of small 8 the DBI
equations reduce to Maxwell equations in a curved space-
time with metric g,,,(z).

The traditional way of solving DBI equations is to
choose first a gauge field ansatz and then work with an
effective determinant. The advantage of Eq. (2.36) is that
they are valid for a general class of gauge field configura-
tions, including time- and space-dependent field strengths.

As a simple application of the method described above,
we will consider the case the field strengths F,,, depend
only on the radial coordinate z. This case is relevant to
describe the physics of constant electric and magnetic
fields in the boundary. In this case we can integrate out
(2.36) and obtain

(2.36)

2
s o £
LB

4

e FonFag ot + -} 237)
This equation is equivalent to (2.18) and will be used in the
next section to calculate the conductivity in the presence of
constant electric and magnetic fields.

III. DC CONDUCTIVITY IN 3 + 1 DIMENSIONS

Now we consider the problem of charge transport in a
3 + 1 dimensional strongly coupled field theory in the
presence of constant electric and magnetic fields. The
way of describing this system in holography is by consid-
ering a five-dimensional effective DBI action of the form
(2.3) with a gauge field of the form

A= o, Al =@ Ei+sBxi G
For simplicity, we also assume that the metric is homoge-
neous and isotropy in the spatial directions X in the sense
that g1, = g2 = 33 '= gx(2).

As discussed in the previous section, the DBI equations
in the case where the field strengths depend on the radial
coordinate z only can be written as (2.37). For the ansatz
(3.1) the Eq. (2.37) take the form
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- 200 = TR+ B PIBI0Lfy
+ B(g™)HE X B) - (3.} (3.2)
;(B)J = J=geg=g™{[1 + B2gCg™|EIXa.f
— B2g%g™[(E - 0.f)E — (8.fo)E X B]
+ B(g™)X(B - 0.f)B}, (3.3)
where
0(z) ={Qy(2) + B2g=g™[1 + B2(g™)?IBI*1(9.f,)?
+ Bngzgxx[l + B2g00gxxlg~|2]|azf|2
— Bg%g%(g™) [~ 2(d.fo)(E X B) - (3.f)
+(E-a.f)1+ B*g=(g™P (B - 0. )2} (34
and
00(z) = 1 + B g™ EI> + (¢)2|BI*]
+ g% (g™ (E - B (3.5)

Note that Qy(z) does not depend on the functions f,,(z) and

f(2).
Taking the scalar product of (3.3) with E, B and E X B,
respectively, we get the following equations:

ggz) E-j=—J"geg“g"{(E- 3.f)
+ g™ E-B)Y(B-d.f)}, (3.6)
X005 =~ (1 + e IEP
+ B2(¢™)2IBIAIB - 9.f)
— B2g0g™(E - B)(E - 9.}, (3.7)
0(2)

(EX B)- j= J=gg“g"{~[1 + B2g™g"|EI*]
X (E X B) - (3,f)
— B2g%g™|E X B[?0,fo)

vB*
(3.8)

A. Solutions of the DBI equations

We can solve the system (3.6) and (3.7) as a function of
0O(z). The result is
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J7gg g B o.f
- ﬁg(QZ)( {B + p*g"g™(E - B)E}- |
_._ 0@ i
YB*Qy(x) "

\/—_ggZZgXXE ' aZf_)
0@
YBZQO(Z)
. 0@ .
' ¥B*Q(2) I
Similarly, we can solve (3.2) and (3.8) as a function of
Q(z). The solutions are given by

J=8g“¢ (EXB)-a.f

(3.9)

[QO(Z);‘ E- (gxx)z(é ' é)jB]

(3.10)

:_& 22 szg‘xéZ‘O
’}’BZQ()(Z){ B> () 1°)
+[1+ B2g™)IBIPIE X B) - j}
0() .
= ——" 3.11
YB 0,0 G-1h
J=88%8%9.fo
0(z)
_ 1+ 2,00 ,xx E2
7'BZQ(Z){ [1+ B2g%g™|E])°
+ IBZgOngx(E‘ X E) . ]}
0(x) -
= ——" . 3.12
7B 0" G142
Using these results in (3.3), we get
J=ggeg 1 + B2gCg | Ello, f
— Q(Z) _ = 00 xx : E",
7’}/32Q0(Z){ Qo(2)j + g™ jE
— B(g™)2joE X B — ()2 jpB}. (3.13)

Finally, using the solutions in the expansion for Q(z)
[Eq. (3.4)], we find a solution for Q(z),

0(z) = ?’BZQO(Z)
xx)3 00 ( pxx)4 )
\/QO(Z)X(Z) 1+ 8% oo) EP] ]% [1+‘32g((;%gx)x|E|z]]B
(3.14)
where
BZgOO(gxx)Z

x(@) = y*Bt+

[1+ B2g%g™|E’]
X 117 + B2g%g™(j - E)*]. (3.15)

Note that Q(z) has now been expressed in terms of
the physical quantities of the system, namely the charge
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density j°, the electromagnetic current j and the electric
and magnetic fields E and B.

B. The Karch-O’Bannon procedure and the
conductivity tensor in a general frame

The on-shell DBI action can be written as

- f d*xdzy(2)/~50(2),

with Q(z) given by (3.14).

The Karch-O’Bannon procedure proposed in [3] and
further developed in [4,5] consists of imposing the reality
constraint on the on-shell DBI action. In a general class of
backgrounds, the metric blows up at the boundary, while
the component g, vanishes at the horizon. Under these
circumstances, it is not difficult to see from (3.5) and (3.15)
that the functions Q(z) and x(z) should have a zero at a
point z = z, and z = z,, respectively. Using the identity

(3.16)

2,00 xx| 22 2 xxz(E'E)z
[1+ B°g%g IEl][1+B(g ) 72 ]
E X B|?
= QO(Z) IBZ(gxx)Zl |Z|2 | ’ (3.17)

we conclude that 1+ B2gMWg™|El2<0 at z=z,.
Therefore, in order to avoid an imaginary action, we find
from (3.14) that j, and jp must vanish at z = z,. Since 1 +
B2g" g™ E? is also positive at the boundary, it should have
a zero at 7 = zz2, which is closer to the boundary than z..
Analyzing all the possible localizations of z, with respect
to z, and z» leads to the conclusion that z, = z. (for more
details see [5]).

In summary, we find from the reality constraint on the
action that at some point z = z., the following equations
must be satisfied:

Qy = 1 + Bg"g |EI* + B(g™)|BI?
+ B*g"(g™)(E - B

=0, (3.18)

s=—Bj B+ p2eWg™(E-B)j-E]=0, (3.19)

Jo = B{—[1 + B2gWg™|EIP]j0 + B2gPg™] - (E X B)}

=0, (3.20)

2 ,00( ,xx)\2
— 284 4 B°g™(g™) 1712 + B2g%0 g™ (f - E)
X=7rpB T +,82g00g“|E|2][] B*8"g™(j - E)*]
= 0. 3.21)

From Egs. (3.18), (3.19), and (3.20) we get
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1+ ﬁZ(gxx)2|E|2 — _BZgOngx[lg'P + BZ(gxx)Z(E . B’)2],

(3.22)

FEXB) = B2(g™P|E X BI*j° (3.23)
[1+ B*(g™)*|BI*]

jB=—p*%"g™(E-B)j-E. (3.24)

The spatial current ; can be decomposed into projections
on E, Band E X B as

>

Jj= {{G- BB~ (j-B)(E-B)IE

|E X B|?
+[G-BIEP?—(j-E)E-B)]B+j-(E X B)E X B}.
(3.25)
Using (3.23), (3.24), and (3.25) we get
jo B (BBt B R(E B
[1+B%(g™)?BI*]
— ¢ jOE X B}, (3.26)

Using (3.21) and (3.26) we can solve j - E. Assuming j
E =0, we get

JrE= = (e T+ B IBRIR B+ B
(3.27)

Writing the current as j; =
tensor

o;;E;, we get the conductivity

gxx
g;i= >
"1+ BB

X {[\/(gmﬁ[l B IBRIY B+ B |

X [8,; + B(g™)2B,B,] + B2g™) e,]kBk} (3.28)

This result is consistent with the one obtained in [3,5] for
the D3-D7 brane model. In that case the induced metric can
be written as

dshy _ _iﬂ
R 2 (1+%)

H

1 4
df* + (1 + )d;%2
7 74

1
+ [—2 + (8, 0)2] 7% + cos26(z)d Q3. (3.29)
The black brane horizon is related to the field theory
temperature by z;; = +/2/(aT). The dilaton is just e=® =
¢.'!, and the AdS radius is given by R = (4771)/4+/a’ with
A = g,N,.. Then, comparing to (2.5), we obtain
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2 !
R

v(z) = — VSstcos 39(z) =
g

N
4
Z
Z b4

Our result (3.28) is also consistent with that obtained
recently in [12,13], using the method of open string metric.

36(2),

(3.30)

8xx (Z) =

C. The Drude limit and holographic metals

As observed in [3,5], the Drude limit is obtained by
neglecting the effects of pair production (large mass limit)
and higher powers in the electric field. In our framework,
this corresponds to the limit vy — 0 and gy, — 0. Then
(3.28) reduces to

i0 B.B.
ol = J—[ i eiikﬂ], (3.31)
TouMU ] M= M
where
1

B

As shown in Appendix A, this is exactly the Drude
conductivity that describes a metallic behavior for particles
with density j° and mass M. Note that in the case of a black
brane the induced metric contains a horizon defined by
goo = 0. Then in the Drude limit the point z = z,. coincides
with the horizon zy. In particular, for the D3-D7 brane
model we get from (3.30)

J_ T2, (3.33)

\/— 2
where A = 47 . As discussed in [3,5], this result can also
be obtained by computing the drag force on the charge
carriers in the holographic metals.

The temperature dependence in (3.33) is typical of
metals. In the next section we will consider backgrounds
with Lifshitz symmetry, where the conductivity has a
different dependence on temperature.

IV. DC CONDUCTIVITY IN 2+1 DIMENSIONS

In 2 + 1 dimensions the magnetic field is a scalar, so the
gauge field ansatz takes the form

A2 =folz), Azx)

- .1 .
=f(z)—Et+§Beijx,»xj, (41)
where %; is the unit vector in the spatial directions
i= (1, 2) and €;; is the Levi-Civita symbol. Since the field
strengths depend only on the z coordinate, we can use

(2.37) to get the DBI equations
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o YBTg

=050 g™ + B*(g™)*B*]a.fo
+ BAgAE - 0./)B) 4.2)
-j= %):_g g=g™{[1 + B2 g 1EMo. f
— B¢ ((E - 0.f)E — B(a.fo)ET) (4.3)
where £ = &;,E,%; and Q(z) is given by
0(z) = {Qo(2) + B2g=g™[1 + B*(g™)*B*1(9.f0)*
+ Bg=g 1 + B2g%g | EPlo fI?
— Bgrg™ (¢ [~20.fo(E - 0./)B
+(E- 0,172, (4.4)
with
Q(2) = 1 + Bg"g™|EP + BA(g™)?B%. (4.5

Following a procedure similar to that described in the
previous section, we solve (4.2) and (4.3) in terms of Q(z).
We find in this case

0(z) 207
— 2z 003 — -1+ 2,00 xxEZ 0
J—8g%g"a.fo 7,82Q0(z){ [1+ B2gYg™|EI*])
+ Bg"g"Bj - E}
0() -
== 7 4.6
7,33Q0(Z)JO (4.6)
> - Q(z).) >
—goWgWE .9 f=—=""Jj.F, 4.7
V—88%¢8 J= 732 4.7

— 22 xx-:, F_ _ Q(Z)
VR 0 = e @)

— B*(g™)*BIEI}*},

{[1 + p2g=g"B*)j - E

(4.8)

\/'_—g'gzzgxx[l + BZgOngxlélz:lazf

= - &[Qo(z)f + B2 Q(2)(j - E)E

%BZQO(Z)
+ B(g™)?joBE].

Finally, using the results (4.6), (4.7), (4.8), (4.9), and (4.4)
we find a solution for Q(z) in terms of the current and
electromagnetic fields,

4.9)

Q(Z) FYB2 QO (Z) ,

v )2
\/Qo(Z)X(Z) W]O

(4.10)

where
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BZgU()gxx

[1 + B¢ EI"]

+ B*¢%e™(j - E)*].

A. The conductivity tensor

x(@) = y*B*+

X [1712 (4.11)

Following the Karch-O’Bannon procedure, described in
Sec. III, we find that the reality constraint of the on-shell
DBI action leads to the following conditions at z = z,:

Qo = 1 + B2gWg™|EP + B2(g™)*B> =0, (4.12)

Jo = B{—[1+ B2g0g™|E|?]j0 + g™ g™Bj - E} = 0,
(4.13)

B2g00gxx

234 4 _ [l'-’lz + 32,00 xx(?,E)Z] =0
B (15 320 ] JIF+ B8 g™
(4.14)
From Egs. (4.12) and (4.13), we get
1+ Bz(g”)sz _ _’BZgOngx|E|2’ (4.15)
. 2 BZ(gxx)ZlE_)'PBjO
E= . 4.16
N P (10
The current can be decomposed as
> E E + E)E
i [(j- E)E + (j- E) ] @.17)
|EI?
Using (4.15), (4.16), and (4.17), we obtain
2 XX
j= B (NG BE - ¢"BPE. @18)

[+ BAe™PBY

Using (4.14) and (4.18) we solve jE Assuming
JjE =0, we get

> pr__8
jrE=-22 \/(gxx)z[l + BAg)*BAly? B + (0%
(4.19)
Writing the current as j; = o;E;, we get the conduc-

tivity tensor

o — (&™)
Y[+ B(gY)*B?]

< Wewilt + B B B+ B,

+ Bzg“Bj"e,-,-}- (4.20)

PHYSICAL REVIEW D 87, 106007 (2013)

In this case the conductivity has two identical diagonal
components o;; = 0, and two opposite nondiagonal
components o, = —0,;. Remember that in (4.20) the
parameters B and « as well as the metric g, are evaluated
at the special point z, satisfying Qy(z.) = 0.

Our result (4.20) is also consistent with that obtained
recently in [12,13], using the method of open string metric.

B. Lifshitz symmetry and strange metals

Here we consider the finite temperature background
considered in [11] in a holographic approach to strange
metals. The induced metric of a Dp-brane in the massless
case can be written as

f(v)de? N dv? dx* + dy*
vZ f(v)v2 v2

ds® = RZ(— ) + d©?,

4.21)

where () is a compact submanifold and v is the radial
direction that extends from the boundary v = 0 to the
horizon v,.

The function f(v) is model dependent but satisfies the
universal condition f(vy) = 0. As a consequence of this
condition, we get

7l 1 W

r= = Z
4mvy v

The metric (4.21) realizes Lifshitz symmetry through the
following scaling transformations:

t— A%, X — A%, v— Av. (4.23)
The parameter Z is then interpreted as the dynamical
critical exponent of the quantum critical sector in the
dual field theory.

The Dp-brane action corresponding to (4.21) can be

written as in (2.5) with

B(‘U) = 277.“/’ Y(U) = :u’pVQeid) = Teffs

R2

8uv) =— (4.24)

Therefore, from (4.20) we get for the Lifshitz background
the conductivity tensor

O-ij:

\2
1/ ; J[l + (277'20( ) viBz]Tgff(zﬂ.al)é‘- + (27776() (]0)2511 + (27T
[1+ () vip?] R R? R?

) viBj¢; } (4.25)
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This result is consistent with the one obtained in [11]. In the
limit of large densities, the conductivity tensor reduces to

/ o
(2 )2

e [1+ () vis?] {5"" " (22—3/)1@360}

p!

B
= —32 611 + —Meij .
[1+.2] n
The parameter p is interpreted as the dc resistivity, which
has the following temperature dependence:

(4.26)

R T2/
=~ —. 4.27

P ord v2jo 0 (4:27)
For the case 7 = 2, the dc resistivity is linear in the tem-
perature, as expected for strange metals. Note that
the second line in (4.26) is the same obtained in a

2 + 1-dimensional Drude model with wM given by

R? i
pM = s~ T?/-. (4.28)

V. CONCLUSIONS

We have proposed a simple expansion method to inves-
tigate DBI equations and define holographic currents in a
general class of backgrounds (whose metric depends on the
radial coordinate only) and Dp-brane configurations. Our
method is alternative to the traditional approach where an
effective determinant is calculated for each field configu-
ration. In our method, we write the DBI equations for
arbitrary gauge field configurations before choosing any
ansatz. We expect that our results would be useful in
several holographic models that are derived from string
theory. A future direction in our approach would be to
extend the expansion method for the case of backgrounds
with conical deficits (see for instance [15]).

As an application of our method we have discussed
thoroughly the situation where constant electric and mag-
netic fields are turned on. Following the Karch-O’Bannon
method, we found for a general background, satisfying
homogeneity and isotropy, a frame-independent expression
for the conductivity tensor in 3 + 1 and 2 + 1 dimensions.
For particular backgrounds we have recovered previous
results on holographic metals and strange metals. An in-
teresting point in that analysis was that the presence of a
horizon guarantees the existence of a solution that satisfies
the real constraint.

It would be interesting also to investigate physical
systems, where the electric or magnetic fields have a time
or spatial dependence. We leave this problem for future work.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The authors would like to thank the ICTP in Trieste
(Italy) and the ICTP-SAIFR in Sao Paulo (Brazil) for their

PHYSICAL REVIEW D 87, 106007 (2013)

hospitality. The work of A.B.B. is supported by a Capes
fellowship. The work of C. N.F is partially supported by a
CNPq fellowship.

APPENDIX A: THE DRUDE MODEL

The Drude equation for an electromagnetic current can

be written as
JPE— uMj+jxB=0, (A1)

where u is the drag coefficient and M is the mass of the
charge carrier. We can write this equation in a matrix form,
Mijjj = _jOEi’ (A2)

where
Mij = _/.LMBU + EijkBk‘ (A3)

The inverse of this object is

1 B,;B; B
p[ 1+ 18] Iz 7
(A4)
Using this result we get the Drude conductivity
0
D _ J [ b By ]
b=t |6+ —Lte—| (A5
BT L L

APPENDIX B: THE EFFECT OF A FIVE-
DIMENSIONAL CHERN-SIMONS TERM

In some brane models that reduce to five dimensions, we

obtain an effective Chern-Simons (CS) action,
Scs = S etmra [ d*xdz A, Fon F Bl
CS_ZG XAZ AT mnd pg- (B1)

In the special case of (3.1), where we have constant electric
and magnetic fields, the DBI-CS equations reduce to

0= aE- B, (B2)
— 40 =7_’82\/__ zz 00{[1 + BZ( xx)2§2]a f,
Q(Z) 8878 8 2Jo

+ BHg™)(E X B) - (9./)} — 6aB - £, (B3)
_?_YBz 5 22 o XX 2,00 ,xx| |2 7
J=-=+—gg%g"™ {1 + B¢V g™ |EI*]o.f

0(2)
— B2g%g™(E - a.f)E + (9.fo)E X B]
+ BAg™(B - 0.f)B} + 6alfoB + f X E].  (B4)

Here the quantities j* and f are integration constants, not
necessarily the electromagnetic current.’

3The definition of holographic currents in the presence of a
Chern-Simon term is subtle because of chiral anomaly (see for
instance [16-18]).
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According to Eq. (B2) the electric and magnetic field
must be orthogonal.* Note that we can rewrite the last term
in (B4) as

6a[f0§ + j? X E]

= 6a{[fo|1§|2 +(EXB)-f] Iglz - (Télf)ﬁ X E}.
(BS)
Here we used the vectorial decomposition
. 1 I
f= m{[(f'EﬂBP
—(f+B)E-B)E +[(f - B)IEP
—(f-ENE-B)B+f-(EXBEXB} (B6)

PHYSICAL REVIEW D 87, 106007 (2013)
J=gg%g™{[1 + B2gCg™|EPNE X B) - a.f
= B¢"g™|E X BP9 fo}

-2 Ex B - 6alB-PIEFL ®9)

Here we used E - B = 0. From (B3) and (B9) we get

J2EEgN(E X B) - 0, f

. 00)
7,82Q0(Z)

+[1+ B2(g™2IBI?)j - (E x B) — 6a(f - B)|EI?}

QR 6aB(F- BIER} and (B10)

(= B¢ VIE X BP S

and the constraint E - B = 0. YB°Q0(2)
Taking the scalar product of (B4) with E, B and E X B,
respectively, we get the equations:
7 y; 0= = 00 0(2) 2,00 ,xx| (27 0
JT88FEE . f = —— 3 jE B7)  788%8%0.fo=—5 {11 + B°g"g™|El]]
g8“g Jf VB J (B7) Jo= 250,
- - +,82g00gxxf-(EX§)+6af-§}
V788 B - 0.f 00
. . . === 0 +6aBf-B. (Bl
— =29 G B+ alfolBP + (Ex B I, VB0,
¥YB°Q(2)
(B3)  Using (B5), (B7), (BY), and (B11) in (B4), we get
22 g XX 2,00 ,xx| |2 7 D 7 B)
J=8gwg™ 1 + B*g g™ |EI]) o.f — (B~ azf)ﬁ
0(z) { 2 T = B 2 2R
= 0| BT B G B | - B0 BE
7B°0o(2) ° |B2 ’
5 a 2on ]2 3
- (e~ 6 gl + B EFIE 71| 8} (B12)
We can take the derivative of (B8) and use (B10) and (B11) to get a second-order differential equation for B - f ,
B’ 00(2)\. [YB*Qo(2) = -
\/—gg“g”< )6 [ J—88%g™d.(B 'f)]
0@ /L 0@ :
= —6a{gog™ B2|B12jo — Jus + 6algng™ B2IBI> + B*|EI1BB - f}. (B13)

Finally, using (B7) and (B10)—(B12) in the definition of Q(z), we get

*If we want to consider parallel electric and magnetic fields, we would need to introduce a time dependence on the A, component

(see for instance [16]).
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&= 2zzxle/2 2 a4 )2 xx)3 2( oxx\2| BI2T7 3 B. {2
YB?Q0(2) QO(Z)[I M T ] (Y28 Q2(2) + (g1 + B2(g™|BI*]lj, + 6aBB - f]
—28%(g™)*[Jo + 6aBB - flljes — 6aB>(B - FIEP] — (s%)2(¢™V B*Q3()( - EN?
gOO(gxx)2 P 27, B é o4 00 xx(? . BB
BA1 + Bg= g0 |E] Qo(Z)[ B’j + B*(j - B) |§I2] B*Q0(2)g"g™(j - E)E

(1]
(2]
(3]

(4]
(5]

(71

(8]
(91

(10]

a

|BI?

— B(g™)*Bjo — 6

[1+ B2V |EIP1B - HIE X BI*}~1/2,

(B14)
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